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Introduction 

The eighth Hungarian Americans Together conference (HATOG), was held in Boston, MA, with 

the goal of building new connections between Hungarian American organizations and trying to 

find a better way to preserve the Hungarian heritage and culture in the U.S.  This conference also 

focused on providing professional development sessions to the participants in the areas of 

fundraising and messaging, grant writing and using social media.  

More than 65 leaders from the Hungarian American community attended the session. 

Participants included local leaders, including young community leaders, representatives from the 

Hungarian American Coalition (Coalition) and The Hungary Initiatives Foundation (HIF), and 

several organizers from past HATOGs.  Several Hungarian interns also attended, both from the 

Kőrösi Csoma Sándor Internship Program and the Coalition’s Congressional Internship Program. 

The HATOG conference series began in Washington, D.C. (2008), and traveled to Pennsylvania 

(Ligonier, 2008), New Jersey (New Brunswick, 2008), Ohio (Cleveland, 2009), Illinois 

(Chicago, 2010), California (San Francisco, 2013), Georgia (Atlanta, 2013) and Massachusetts 

(Boston, 2014).  The next conference will likely be organized in Florida (Sarasota, 2015).  

This report on HATOG VIII is divided into four parts: Agenda, List of Participants, Minutes of 

the Conference and Biographical Information of Presenters. 

Agenda 

 
Friday, September 26, 2014, 6:30 pm 
Location: Foley & Lardner (Prudential Center), 111 Huntington Avenue, Suite 2600, Boston, MA 

6:30 pm    Welcome Reception 

    Hosted by: Honorary Consul General Gábor Garai 

Saturday, September 27, 2014, 9:00 - 6:00 pm 
Location: Foley & Lardner (Prudential Center), 111 Huntington Avenue, Suite 2600, Boston, MA 

8:30 - 9:00 am   Registration & coffee 

9:00 - 9:30 am   Brief introduction of all participants 

9:30 – 10:00 am   Welcoming remarks  

Introduction of the Hungarian American Coalition and the 

Hungarian Americans Together Conference (HATOG) Series 

    Speaker: Max Teleki 

    Introduction of Hungarian Society of Massachusetts 

    Speaker: Dr. Ágnes Virga 

10:00 – 10:30 am   Presentation on The Hungary Initiatives Foundation  

    Speaker: Dr. Tamás Fellegi 

10:30 – 11:00 am   State of the community 

Overview of the Hungarian American Community 

    Speaker: Andrea Lauer Rice 

11:00 - 11:15 am  Break 
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11:15 – 1:00 pm   Professional Development Session I – Fundraising and 

   Messaging 

    Featuring: Nancy Bocskor 

1:00 – 1:30 pm  Working lunch  

1:30 – 2:45 pm   Professional Development Session II – Fundraising and 

    Messaging 

2:45 – 3:00 pm   Break 

3:00 – 5:00 pm   Professional Development Session II – Grant Writing 

    Featuring: Elizabeth Perch 

5:00 – 6:00 pm   Travel to Szüreti Mulatság (Harvest Festival)  

6:00 - 9:00 pm   Szüreti Mulatság (Harvest Festival)   

    Location: Maynard Gun and Rod Club, 45 Old Mill Road,   

    Maynard, MA 

 

Sunday, September 28, 2014 9:00 AM - 4:00 pm 
Location: Foley & Lardner (Prudential Center), 111 Huntington Avenue, Suite 2600, Boston, MA 
 

9:00 – 12:00 pm   Professional Development Session III – Social Media 

    Featuring: Rachel Levy 

12:00 – 1:00 pm   Lunch 

1:00 – 3:00 pm  Break-out sessions to discuss topics of interest in the Hungarian American 

community  

3:00 – 4:00 pm   Reports from Break-out sessions / Wrap-up 

    Moderator: Edith Lauer 
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List of Participants 

American Hungarian Heritage House, Washington, DC 

Erika Fedor, Olivia Fedor, Stephen Fedor 

Bobita Hungarian School, Portland, OR 

Tünde Balogh 

Bocskai Radio, Cleveland, OH 

Zsolt Molnár 

Boskola, Boston, MA 

Erzsébet Bognár, Szilvia Forró, Mónika Mátyás, Mariann Polgár, Emese Varga 

Calasanctius Training Program, Buffalo, NY 

Tamás Gémes, Orsolya Huszár 

Chicago Hungarian Club, Chicago, IL 

Kinga Sándor 

“Csik Hago” Hungarian School of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

Edit Mercer 

Embassy of Hungary, Washington, DC 

Anna Smith Lacey 

Global Friendship Foundation, Sarasota, FL 

Erika Renáta Klatyik   

Hungarian American Coalition 

Edith K. Lauer (Cleveland, OH), Andrea Lauer Rice (Atlanta, GA), Max Teleki (Washington, 

DC) 

Hungarian American Coalition (Interns), Washington, DC 

Vince Berényi, Péter Heltai, Csenge Konkoly (KCSP), Mátyás Tamási 

Hungarian Club of Georgia, Atlanta, GA 

Orsolya Cseh (KCSP) 

Hungarian Communion of Friends, Detroit, MI 

Péter Kovalszki, Janka Veress (KCSP) 

Hungarian Cultural Society of Connecticut, Wallingford, CT 

Dr. Balázs Somogyi, Kata Dobri (KCSP) 

Hungarian Heritage Foundation, San Francisco, CA 

Szilvia Gilbert, Andrea Novák (KCSP)  

Hungarian Human Rights Foundation/ReConnect Hungary, New York, NY 

Eve-Marie Goggins 

The Hungary Initiatives Foundation, Washington, DC 

Dr. Tamás Fellegi, Zsófia Parragh, Elizabeth Perch, Viktória Zoltán, Nancy Bocskor 

Hungarian Medical Association of America, Boston, MA 

Denise Matolcsy, Dr. Sándor Matolcsy, Dr. Gyöngyi Szabó, Dr György Frendl 
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Hungarian Society of Massachusetts, Boston, MA 

Tamás Badics, András Cser, Ildikó Juhász, András Koncz, - Dr. Margit Szabari, Mónika Turek, 

Dr. Ágnes Virga, Dr. Ottó Walter 

Honorary Consulate of Hungary, Boston, MA 

Gábor Garai 

Honorary Consulate of Hungary, Minneapolis, MN 

Csilla Grauzer 

Honorary Consulate of Hungary, San Francisco, CA 

Éva E. Voisin 

Külföldi Magyar Cserkészszövetség (Hungarian Scout Association in Exteris) 
Miklós  Fogarasi, Ferenc Gyurcsán, Adrienn Rezes (Boston, MA) 

Krisztina Nádas (Cleveland, OH) 

Chantal Gagnon, Tamás Marshall (New York, NY) 

Noémi Szilágyi (Sarasota, FL) 

Kinga Vasicsek (San Francisco, CA) 

 

Magyar Marketing 
Elizabeth Vos 

Maven 7, Americas 

Peter Ruppert 

Minnesota Hungarians, Minneapolis, MN 

Eszter Mészáros (KCSP) 

Semmelweis University, Health Science Management Training Center, Former Minister of 

State for Health Hungary 

Dr. Miklós Szócska 

South Florida Hungarian Children's Club, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Zsuzsa Csajkás 

William Penn Association, Pittsburgh, PA 

Bill Bero, Tímea Kerekes (KCSP) 
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Minutes of the Conference  
 

Friday, September 26 

The conference began with an elegant dinner reception at the offices of Honorary Consul Gábor 

Garai.  Approximately 65 people attended, among them HATOG participants from across the 

U.S., local Hungarian American leaders and visitors from Hungary, including former Minister of 

Health Miklós Szócska. 

 

Saturday, September 27 

Introductions  

Hon. Consul Gábor Garai greeted participants and related some useful and interesting facts about 

the work he has done for many years.  He serves as the Hungarian Consul General for New 

England and founded the Hungarian-American Chamber of Commerce of New England.  

He asked participants to introduce themselves. 

Introduction of the Hungarian American Coalition 
Maximilian Teleki, President, Hungarian American Coalition 

Max Teleki greeted the audience and thanked the organizers and co-sponsors of HATOG VIII. 

He spoke about the establishment of the Hungarian American Coalition 22 years ago and 

explained how he personally had gotten involved in its activities as one of the first White House 

interns through HAC. He discussed the main goals and programs of this nationwide umbrella 

organization, describing the Coalition’s mission: to mobilize and coordinate the talents and 

resources of its members in promoting the interests of the Hungarian American community. He 

pointed out the important role the Coalition had played in Hungary’s historic accession to 

NATO.  

He talked about the three main areas of programming for the Coalition: 

• Information and advocacy - the Hungarian American Coalition provides information to 

decision-makers in the U.S. about Hungary and Hungarian minority communities in the 

Carpathian Basin; 

• Education and culture – support for cultural and scholarship programs, including leadership 

development programs such as the flagship Congressional Internship Program (and White House 

Internship Program in the past) 

• Hungarian American Community Affairs – reaching out to the Hungarian American 

community with the HATOG conference series and the annual White House briefing, Mikulás 

Dinner and the annual Washington, D.C. Gala dinner. 

For more information, Mr. Teleki’s presentation can be downloaded from the following link: 
http://www.hacusa.org/userfiles/file/HATOG/HATOG8/MaxTeleki.pdf  

 

Introduction of the Hungarian Society of Massachusetts  

Dr. Ágnes Virga, President of Hungarian Society of Massachusetts 

Ágnes Virga introduced the work of the Hungarian Society of Massachusetts, which was 

founded in 1964 and is celebrating its 50th anniversary. The HSM is a member of the Hungarian 

http://www.hacusa.org/userfiles/file/HATOG/HATOG8/MaxTeleki.pdf
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American Coalition and also one of the founders of the Hungarian Diaspora Council. Virga 

spoke about the institutions and activities of the Bostonian Hungarians. She highlighted the 

Bartók Béla Hungarian School (Boskola) with 140 students and the Bodnár Gábor Hungarian 

Scout Troop with 80 Scouts as great examples of reaching out to the next generations with an all-

volunteer staff. She also described other activities of the Society like the "Kincskereső", which is 

a Hungarian library program and learning opportunity for children or the Science Club for 

professionals in New England.  

The HSM is taking an active part in organizing national holidays and traditional Hungarian 

events such as the "Disznótoros" pig roasting party, the Annual Harvest Festival and the 

"Mikulás" in December. Finally, Virga spoke about their charity work and the developing 

connections with their sister village in Hungary (Feldebrő) and with other Hungarian 

organizations as well as archiving the organization archives. 

For more information, Dr. Virga’s presentation can be downloaded from the following link: 

http://www.hacusa.org/userfiles/file/HATOG/HATOG8/VirgaAgnes.pdf  

 

Introduction of the Hungary Initiatives Foundation  
Dr. Tamás Fellegi, President, The Hungary Initiatives Foundation 

Tamás Fellegi introduced the work of The Hungary Initiatives Foundation (HIF), which is a non-

political, independent foundation, established in the U.S. with funds provided by the Hungarian 

government in 2012.  

He reported that over the past year, HIF had awarded three million dollars to approximately 200 

grantees, but said that HIF was looking for more programs that serve HIF’s purpose of initiating 

change.  HIF is interested in making grants to science-oriented projects, entrepreneurship, 

research and education, and proposals that create institutions. In addition, HIF continues to be 

interested in community building / to strengthen the skills of existing organizations and to help 

establish new ones.   

Another area of interest is in archiving and collecting oral history of the Hungarian American 

community.  Fellegi said, “Although Hungarian American history is not known at home, it's all 

part of Hungary's history.  We need to work together to strengthen "the Hungarian Voice" in the 

U.S.” 

He mentioned the plan of the Hungarian Heritage House in Washington D.C. and a study abroad 

program in forensic psychology between Marymount University and the University of Budapest, 

as outstanding results of the recent past. 

 

Overview of the Hungarian American Community 

Andrea Lauer Rice, VP, Hungarian American Coalition 

President, Hungarian Club of Georgia  

Andrea Lauer Rice analyzed the current state of the Hungarian American community by looking 

at recent census data figures and segmenting them by the different waves of Hungarian 

immigration to the U.S. Based on her calculations, more than 1 Million Hungarian Americans 

are not currently involved in the Hungarian community and this represents a lost opportunity. 

The majority of these people are 2/3/4 generation Hungarian Americans, who do not speak the 

language and have little to no connection to any Hungarian events or communities. She claimed 

http://www.hacusa.org/userfiles/file/HATOG/HATOG8/VirgaAgnes.pdf
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there is a real need to reach out to this under-served community by using online resources and 

tools.   

Lauer Rice created the Gulyas Pot (www.thegulyaspot.com), a community website with the goal 

of gathering and creating fun, easy-to-use, English-language resources about Hungary to reach 

the next generation about the culture, history and language of Hungary and Hungarians in 

America. She also created, www.freedomfighter56.com, an oral history website to collect 

personal stories about 1956.  

Throughout the presentation, Lauer Rice mentioned ideas to reach out to the next generation, 

highlighting many successful programs already in existence (Scouts, ReConnect Hungary) in the 

Hungarian community and other ethnic communities. One such example was to create a national 

Hungarian heritage month. 

For more information, Mrs. Lauer Rice’s presentation can be downloaded from the following 

link: http://www.hacusa.org/userfiles/file/HATOG/HATOG8/LauerAndrea.pdf 

 

Professional Development Session I – Fundraising & Messaging 

Nancy Bocskor, Professor, Graduate School of Political Management, 

George Washington University 

Nancy Bocskor gave a presentation on the elements of successful fundraising and messaging 

campaigns. Basing the presentation on her work experience in the political and non-profit 

worlds, she pointed out the importance of effectively telling a story and creating a personal 

connection. She suggested that if you tell a story that affects someone emotionally, their wallet is 

close to their heart, so you have a greater chance of raising funds for your organization or 

program.  

On influence in non-profits:  "If you don't have a seat at the table, you're on the menu!" 

She declared that the key to effective fundraising is to find the donor’s passion. She focused on 

using personal storytelling for the purpose of fundraising. After detailing the features of good 

storytelling, a special emphasis was put on using social media. 

Throughout the presentation, Bocskor referenced her own family background to demonstrate her 

passion for Hungarian themes.  

 

Professional Development Session II – Grant Writing  

Elizabeth Perch, CFO, Center for the Study of Presidency and Congress 

As the CFO for The Hungary Initiatives Foundation, Elizabeth Perch provided an overview to 

the process many organizations use to evaluate grant proposals, but focused on the process that 

HIF follows in accepting proposals. To date, HIF accepts approximately 60% of grant proposals, 

which is much higher than other non-profit groups.  

In her experience, the concept of grant proposals has evolved during the recent past. Whereas it 

used to be more about the history and the achievements of an organization, it is now more like a 

business plan, featuring the mission, goals, objectives and results of the applying organization. 

Due to this, grants are becoming more and more competitive.  

She gave an introduction of the different parts of a grant proposal, pointing out that although the 

executive summary is the first page in the proposal, it should be the last page written since it is 

http://www.thegulyaspot.com/
http://www.freedomfighter56.com/
http://www.hacusa.org/userfiles/file/HATOG/HATOG8/LauerAndrea.pdf
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an umbrella statement of the organization’s case and the summary of the entire proposal. She 

gave advice based on common mistakes that she has encountered, among them, following the 

directions precisely, being transparent on figures, and including indirect costs. She spent some 

time making sure that the participants understood that when applying for a grant, organizations 

could indeed include a pro-rated salary for special projects as part of the direct cost. She also said 

that if there was an unexpected cost encountered or an organization wanted to divert funds to a 

different cost, she would recommend the grantee contact HIF immediately to get permission to 

do so. 

For more information, Ms. Perch’s presentation can be downloaded from the following link: 

http://www.hacusa.org/userfiles/file/HATOG/HATOG8/ElizabethPerch.pdf  

   

Szüreti Mulatság (Harvest Festival) 

After the vibrant speeches and presentations and a one hour bus ride from downtown Boston to 

Maynard Gun and Rod Club located in Maynard, MA the participants had the chance to get to 

know the local Hungarian community at a gathering of more than 300 local Hungarian 

Americans and their families. Authentic Hungarian atmosphere filled the venue with musicians 

playing traditional Hungarian tunes on their violins and contrabasses and singing folk songs. 

Members of the local folk dancing group dressed in beautiful Hungarian traditional dresses 

invited the audience to join them on the dance floor. Traditional gulyás, rétes (strudel) Hungarian 

wine and pálinka were served. 

 

Sunday, September 28 

 

Professional Development Session III - Social Media 

Rachel Levy, Digital Marketing Consultant 

Rachel Levy is digital marketing expert with six years’ experience in social media consulting.  

During her interactive presentation she covered a wide range of topics linked to social media. 

She opened with an introduction to Web 2.0 tools and a quick overview on social media itself: its 

importance, platforms, advantages, current trends and user base. During the presentation the 

main focus was on Facebook, the most commonly used social media platform by the 

participants’ organizations.  

She focused on the importance of frequent page interaction and always and frequently using 

pictures, links and videos that drive traffic. She suggested using Facebook analytics and tracking 

your audience to see what posts perform best, what time they are usually online, etc. She 

suggested posting at 8 PM, a high activity-time or scheduling posts. She discussed the pros and 

cons of using fan versus group pages and talked about the importance of getting key words into 

material that Google will pick up on (ex: Hungary, Boston, 1956, MA). Levy suggested a few 

tricks like, featuring a countdown to an event, adding apps or even creating custom apps through 

Facebook and “dripping” content onto a page to assure it is constantly top of mind instead of 

doing a “data dump.”  

Levy focused on using Twitter's short, frequent messages for relationship building and 

highlighted a few additional social media programs - Twellow to search biographies, Pinterest 

for photo sharing, YouTube, Instagram, Vine and more.  She talked about digital storytelling and 

showed a very effective short video about an 11-year-old boy remembering his grandmother. She 

http://www.hacusa.org/userfiles/file/HATOG/HATOG8/ElizabethPerch.pdf
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suggested that digital storytelling could be effectively used to tell a Hungarian story. 

For more information, Ms. Levy’s presentation can downloaded from the following link: 

http://www.hacusa.org/userfiles/file/HATOG/HATOG8/RachelLevy.pdf  

http://www.hacusa.org/userfiles/file/HATOG/HATOG8/RachelLevy.pdf
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BREAK-OUT SESSIONS TO DISCUSS MAJOR TOPICS 

After polling the participants on what topics they would like to focus discussion during the 

break-out sessions, two areas came up: continuing to discuss the use of social media, especially 

in how we can reach the Hungarian American community, as well as the notion of creating or 

sustaining a Hungarian House in various communities.  

 

1.) Use of Social Media 

 Chair: Liz Vos, Magyar Marketing 

A lively discussion took place on how to reach the next generation Hungarian Americans who 

don’t speak the language and are not currently involved in the community in any way. Although 

some online resources are being developed and Facebook is widely utilized in the community, 

according to some participants the younger generations are moving away from the use of 

Facebook, so new social media platforms should also be used.  

 

One issue that came up is the language barrier. In some cases, community events are held 

exclusively in Hungarian, so those who don't speak the language cannot participate even if they 

attend.   

 

Finally, the idea of a community-wide shared photo archive, where everybody can place their 

photos about important events was brought up. Although many different social media tools were 

mentioned, no final decision was made on this. 

 

 

2.) Sustainability of Hungarian Houses 

 Chair: Maximilian Teleki, President, Hungarian American Coalition 

More than ten states were represented during the discussion on the importance of establishing a 

community Magyar Ház (Hungarian House). 

While many communities see great benefit in establishing a Hungarian House for local events, 

the question of financial sustainability was described by many as the major obstacle. The 

uncertainty of mortgage loans came up as a prime example of a long-term burden for the 

community when dealing with property ownership. Several participants cited examples of 

partnerships with local churches that rent classrooms, as a way to find an affordable place for 

activities. However, there is difficulty in organizing large events and navigating conflicting 

schedules when you do not own the property. In the case of Minnesota Hungarians, they have 

entered into a more involved partnership with a church with some financial difficulties that 

involves more than just renting rooms. Several people also agreed that working with universities 

is a good short-term solution.  

István Fedor, who is currently working to create a Hungarian House in the Washington D.C. 

area, claimed that based on his research, operating as a non-profit organization seems like the 

best approach. He also raised the idea of having corporate donors.   

Noémi Szilágyi gave a successful example of a Magyar Ház in Sarasota, FL. Their non-profit 

organization owns a property of 7,000 square meters. As a result, their community has a central 

location to help various organizations preserve Hungarian heritage within the region. 
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Edith Lauer related details of the Cleveland model, where the Cleveland Hungarian Heritage 

Society has successfully operated a large museum and community gathering place in the 

Galleria, a downtown shopping mall.  The organization pays rent and utilities for the space, 

covered by holding the Annual Vintner Dinner fundraiser, the dues of approximately 275 

members, special donations and the income produced by a large Gift Shop.    

Max Teleki suggested that all participants explore legal and financial avenues to assess 

whether there is a possibility to make such an endeavor successful in their own community. 

He suggested the creation of a financial committee to help efficiency. 

 

Summary Discussion 

 Moderator: Edith K. Lauer, Hungarian American Coalition 

The Boston HATOG VIII conference ended with a discussion of the recommendations and 

conclusions drawn by the two separate groups.  Participants were extremely pleased with the 

educational content of the conference, the opportunities for networking and are eagerly 

looking forward to HATOG IX. They expressed their thanks to Gábor Garai for providing the 

elegant, hi-tech-equipped space for the weekend, and to Ágnes Virga and the HSM as well as 

Andrea Lauer Rice for having organized a most successful conference. 
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List and introduction of the Presenters 

Nancy Bocskor 

Nancy Bocskor tagged a “Democracy Coach” by a major German newspaper, teaches citizens in 

the United States and internationally how to communicate with passion to affect change in their 

communities. 

Bocskor founded the Nancy Bocskor Company in 1990. She has raised money for more than 100 

Members of Congress and candidates and has trained activists and leaders in all 50 states and 

more than 20 countries. 

The author of Go Fish: How to Catch (and Keep) Contributors: A Practical Guide to Fundraising, 

Bocskor is also a professor at George Washington University’s Graduate School of Political 

Management where she teaches both online and “live” fundraising courses. She also guides 

online students through their Practicum and Capstone Courses. 

She is on the board for Running Start, an organization that encourages young women to run for 

office, and was a faculty member for Project 2012, a program hosted by the Center for American 

Women & Politics at Rutgers that recruits women run for public office. Most recently, she joined 

the advisory board for the Veterans Campaign Workshop, a program that trains veterans for 

public service. She also served on the board of the Women’s Campaign School at Yale for seven 

years, where she chaired the school’s Curriculum Committee for five years.  

A proud Hungarian-American, Nancy’s grandparents immigrated to the United States early in 

the 20th century, settling in Dayton, Ohio. A graduate of Otterbein College in Westerville, Ohio, 

Bocskor received the 2010 the Distinguished Alumni Award for “her passion to affect change in 

national and international communities, training and consulting with the nation's and world's 

political leaders, and commitment to educate others, particularly women, around the world.” 

Dr. Tamás Fellegi 

President/CEO, Hungary Initiatives Foundation 

Dr. Fellegi was a minister in the Hungarian government between 2010 and 2012.  He is currently 

the Managing Partner of EuroAtlantic Solutions, an international consultancy firm and the 

President/CEO of the Hungary Initiatives Foundation in Washington, DC.   

HIF is an independent, American non-partisan and non-profit organization with the mission of 

building lasting value by reviving and strengthening the cultural, educational, and emotional 

bonds between the United States and Hungary as well as the large and diverse Hungarian 

American community and its mother nation.  It was initially funded by the Hungarian 

government to deepen the valuable historic relationship and friendship between the two nations.  

The Foundation will pursue its mission and goals by funding and starting programs that boost 

interaction and cooperation between Hungarian and American citizens and institutions as well as 

by supporting programs and projects of Hungarian-American organizations that are in line with 

its mission.  In particular, the Foundation is focused on supporting cultural, educational and 

scholarly activities as well as exchange programs.  

Gábor Garai 

Honorary Consul General, Boston 

Gábor Garai is a partner and business lawyer at Foley & Lardner LLP. He is chair of the firm’s 

Private Equity & Venture Capital Practice and co-chair of the Life Sciences Team. 
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Garai’s private equity and venture capital practice encompasses all legal and business aspects of 

structuring, financing and managing various types of investment funds; negotiating mergers, 

acquisitions and dispositions of portfolio companies; structuring investments in emerging 

companies; and participating in strategic decisions of funds and fund-owned companies. 

Garai is the Hungarian Consul General for New England and founder of the Hungarian-

American Chamber of Commerce of New England. He received the Hungarian Civilian Cross, 

the highest recognition to non-residents awarded by the Hungarian president. During his work as 

Honorary Consul, Garai was awarded the Hungarian Order of Merit in 2005 and an award pro 

auxilio cirium Hungarum in 2007 to recognize his efforts for the protection of Hungarian 

citizens. In 2013, he was selected as honorary commercial attaché for Hungary. 

 

Edith K. Lauer 

Chair Emerita, Hungarian American Coalition 

Mrs. Lauer, one of the founders of the Hungarian American Coalition served as its President and 

Chairperson between 1991 and 2002.  She has been a dedicated supporter of Hungarian 

education and culture and a committed advocate for human rights of the 2.5 million Hungarians 

who live in historic national communities in the Carpathian Basin.  After she witnessed the 1956 

Hungarian Revolution, her family escaped to Austria and settled in the U.S. in 1957.   

Lauer serves on the boards of various Hungarian American and American organizations.  She 

and her husband, John, currently spend most of their time on volunteer work in Ohio, Hungary, 

Romania and Washington, D.C.  They have two wonderful daughters, Kriszta and Andrea, and 

two beautiful grandchildren, Miklós and Jánoska. 

Andrea Lauer Rice 

Vice President, Hungarian American Coalition 

President, Hungarian Club of Georgia 

Andrea Lauer Rice is the Founder and CEO of Lauer Learning, a company that creates 

multimedia educational products to teach children about culture, history and language.  She 

actively uses her background as an author, teacher, game developer and website strategist to find 

new ways to reach the next generation.  To teach about the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, she 

created the following historically-accurate educational tools: FF56! computer game, Freedom 

Fighters, a graphic novel, the www.FreedomFighter.com oral history website and 56 Stories and 

56 Történet, two coffee table books. She partnered with the Coalition to create the 

www.FreedomFighter56.com oral history website.   

Her current project is „Magyars in America,” a series of English-language books targeting 2nd 

generation Hungarians. She is also working on www.thegulyaspot.com, an English-language 

resource to help 2nd and 3rd generation Hungarian Americans learn about their heritage. Lauer 

Rice is President of the Hungarian Club of Georgia, and last year founded the annual Atlanta 

Hungarian Festival. She lives in Roswell, GA, with her husband Barton and children, Miklós and 

Jánoska. 

Rachel Levy  

Rachel Levy has worked in marketing for the past 16 years at companies such as Abbott 

Laboratories, Kraft Foods, Jim Beam Brands and the Jewish Community Centers of Greater 

Boston. Since 2008, she has been doing Digital Marketing consulting, including social media, 

websites, email, lead generation, advertising and search engine optimization. She helps clients 
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with strategy, implementation and ongoing tactical work. Her clients include consumer products, 

consumer services, B2B and pharmaceuticals. 

Levy lives in Natick, MA with her 15-month old baby and yellow lab. She enjoys traveling, and 

has been to 23 countries, most recently India and Nepal. 

 

Elizabeth Perch 

Elizabeth Perch is the Chief Operating Officer and Chief Financial Officer of the Center for the 

Study of Presidency and Congress. Her responsibilities include program management, 

fundraising and outreach, and financial and tax reporting.  Perch returned to the CSPC in June 

2010 after beginning her career from 1998-1999 as the Center’s Financial Manager. 

Prior to joining the Center, Perch served as Business Development Consultant for several years 

with an accounting and finance consulting group. She also has experience as a financial 

controller and financial analyst for several companies in the airline industry and various non-

profit organizations.  In addition to her work experience, she also volunteered two years with the 

US Peace Corps in the Kingdom of Tonga, South Pacific as an accounting teacher and an advisor 

to local businesses and has taught classes at Northern Virginia Community College on Small 

Business Management, International Business, and Entrepreneurship. She frequently consults for 

non-profit organizations on fundraising, financial and project management, as well as grant 

writing. Perch earned her MBA in Finance from University of Nevada, Las Vegas and her BA 

from Tulane University. 

Maximilian N. Teleki 

President, Hungarian American Coalition 2004-present  

Maximilian Teleki first became involved with the Hungarian American Coalition when he 

became one of the first White House interns in 1995.  He serves on several Boards in the Central 

and East European region, among them: International Centre for Democratic Transition (ICDT), 

the Constellation Energy Institute, and the Executive Committee of the Tom Lantos Institute 

(TLI).  Teleki also advises private equity funds and businesses in the region.  Teleki is an 

Adjunct Professor at the Catholic University of America.  He lives in Washington, D.C. with his 

wife Wendy, and their three children, Tibor, Ava and Naoma.   Teleki was awarded the Officer’s 

Cross of the Order of Merit from the Republic of Hungary in 2009. 

Dr. Ágnes Virga 

President, Hungarian Society of Massachusetts 

Secretary, Hungarian Medical Association of America, New England Chapter 

Ágnes Virga is serving her third term as the President of the Hungarian Society of 

Massachusetts, an organization she started working with some 23 years ago. Virga represents the 

HSM on the Hungarian American Coalition (HAC) Board and as a founding member of the 

Hungarian Diaspora Council since 2011. She is a trained neurologist, and lives in the Boston 

area with her husband and three children.  


