Article on Csangos

In June 2005 National Geographic (NG) published an article on the Csango population of present-day Romania.  The article is worth mentioning for a number of reasons.

First, because it finally provided publicity for the existence of Csangos on the pages of a major international publication with an extensive international network (including an excellent webpage based on the article, but including more pictures, music and commentary on the Csangos.)

Second, because it follows Finnish linguist, Tytti Isohookanna-Asunmaa’s report to the Council of Europe, which claimed that the Csangos are the most endangered minority subculture on the continent of Europe.  The NG thereby provided an important reinforcement to the Tytti report on a popular level.

Third, the appearance of the article at this time indicates that persistent effort and „scholarly” lobbying will eventually pay-off.

Efforts to plant such publicity goes back at least to 1982-83, when Pál Péter Domonkos and Péter Halász first tried to get NG to consider such an article on the Csangos.  Although these writers provided valuable information, and even a text to NG, the magazine at that time felt that this was a simply Romanian-Hungarian conflict issue in which they did not want to get involved.  It was only after the Tytti report that NG reversed its position in 2001.  In 2002 a team of writers, photographers and translators were sent to the sites of the Csango settlements.  In this work, on a consultative basis, NG also used the expertise Prof. Andras Ludanyi, one of our Coalition members, who was consulted on-and-off for the past three years.  Although it took a long time and patient, silent cooperative effort, the results are now in.

This article and its associated web page can be used for informational purposes when we need to provide policy-makers with background information on Romanian treatment (i.e. mistreatment), of this particular Hungarian-speaking population of Moldavia and Transylvania.

