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The Gypsy problem


Andrew Borowiec's article "EU seeks to embrace Gypsies" (World,Sunday), is incomplete and not very objective. I can only speak about the Gypsies in Hungary. 
During World War II, there were very few Gypsy caravans. The Gypsies normally lived on the edges of the villages because their behavior was considered intolerable. It is true that Hungarian farmers discriminated against them, but for a good reason. The average Gypsy was perceived as not wanting to work and as loving to steal. In Hungary, the Gypsies could live unmolested; there were no concentration camps or exterminations.
Under the Communist regime, the state police tried to establish labor camps for the Gypsies, but they failed because the Gypsies made such a racket and refused to work, so the camps were dissolved.
After the Communist regime was replaced by a so-called "social democracy" system in 1990, the leftist anti-Hungarian liberals found a new agenda: blatant anti-Gypsyism. The former bleeding-heart Communist politicians started a campaign to save the Gypsies by spending lots of their money to help the Gypsies become productive citizens. 
Unfortunately, all this good will failed. The politicians could not change the Gypsies' mentality. Separate Gypsy classes at school were a necessity because Gypsy children could not keep up with the average Hungarian students. 
Also, their behavior in the classroom made it impossible to run an efficient school.
All over Europe, police departments handle Gypsy criminals with tied hands because of racial accusations of manhandling. Many times criminals go unpunished. Good luck to the EU embracers.

EMOKE DE KUN
Washington
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