


 HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/printer-friendly&pos=Position1&camp=foxsearch-emailtools18-nyt5&ad=sepliesjuly26&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fseparatelies%2Findex%5Fnyt%2Ehtml" \t "_blank" 



July 27, 2005

Pataki Rules Out 4th Term but Not a Run for the White House

By JENNIFER BAYOT
ALBANY, July 27 - Gov. George E. Pataki confirmed today that he would not seek a fourth term as governor, saying that he was seeking "new paths, new challenges" but was grateful for his time in office.

Reminiscing about his father's work as a "postman, farmer and family man," Mr. Pataki told a cheering crowd at the Capitol: "In New York, there's no better opportunity to serve than as your governor. You've given me that privilege three times over."

He added, "I thank you for that honor and I thank you for that privilege."

The announcement is expected to set off a scramble in the Republican Party for a candidate to succeed Mr. Pataki. For more than 10 years he has given the party its footing in a state run largely by Democrats. By unseating Mario M. Cuomo, a Democrat with a national reputation, and winning re-election twice by healthy margins, "George Pataki did what many considered to be impossible, not once but three times," Stephen J. Minarik III, the State Republican chairman, said in a statement.

But recent polls have shown Mr. Pataki lagging behind Eliot Spitzer, the New York attorney general and a Democrat who plans to run for governor. Moreover, it is historically difficult to win a fourth term, as Mr. Cuomo learned in 1994. By announcing that he will step aside, Mr. Pataki allows potential candidates to begin preparing in earnest, said Mike Long, the chairman of the Conservative Party and one of the governor's longtime supporters. 

At the same time, it frees Mr. Pataki to explore a run for president in 2008, something implied by a recent trip to Iowa.

"I think he did a great deal of soul searching on whether he wanted to run again," Mr. Long said. "I think he may take a look at national politics down the road, but that was not what this was about, as far as I'm concerned." 

Today Mr. Pataki said it was time to move on, explaining that, "as elected officials we are only temporary stewards of the people's trust."

In an interview after today's announcement, The Associated Press asked Mr. Pataki if he planned to run for president. "That's for down the road," he said. "I'm not ruling anything in or out, but my goal is to be the best governor I can be for the next year and a half."

He continued: "I don't want people thinking that I'm focused on being something other than being the best governor I can be for the next year and a half."

Mr. Pataki had already told a group of supporters and aides about his decision on Tuesday night, abruptly summoning them to the governor's mansion, according to two people who attended the meeting.

In a conference call this morning with Republican state senators, Governor Pataki apologized for the fact that many read the news first in the newspapers.

"I'm sorry it leaked to the papers, but I wanted to talk to you first this morning to let you know that this afternoon I am going to announce that I'm not going to run for a fourth term," the governor told the senators. "Obviously it's never an easy decision. We're all in politics and government because we love it, but it's the right decision. We're coming out of what was the most difficult time for the state in over 70 years. I think we can look to the future with optimism."

His announcement ends months of speculation about his political future in New York, but leaves the state's Republican Party pressed to find a candidate to replace him. Republicans have mentioned Secretary of State Randy A. Daniels and Tom Golisano, a Rochester billionaire who ran as a third-party candidate in 1994 and 2002 , among others, as possible candidates.

Mr. Spitzer, in a statement, described Mr. Pataki as "a dedicated public servant" and said, "I join all New Yorkers in thanking him." 

He added: "In my time as attorney general we have worked together to represent the interests of the people of this state." 

Herman Farrell, the State Democratic Party chairman, also thanked Mr. Pataki in a statement and took the opportunity to promote Mr. Spitzer. "New Yorkers have indicated that it is time for a change and in poll after poll Eliot Spitzer is the candidate they want to make that happen," he said. "The Republican Party has indicated that 'anyone who could bring $100 million to the table' would be considered as a possible candidate for governor. We'll take a candidate with an outstanding record and a reputation for fighting for average New Yorkers."

At the Capitol, however, a boisterous crowd, with people holding signs like "I love Pataki," greeted the governor. He shook hands with many of the people in the room before approaching the podium. After several minutes of applause had finally given way to silence, his daughter Emily broke in with a loud whoop that drew laughs.

The governor was vague about his plans for the future, saying only that he would be elsewhere. "We're going to keep this state moving forward," he said. "And come 2007, I'll find new paths, new challenges knowing that I am leaving the state in the best hands possible - yours."

But he warned that he would be no lame duck. "I have another year and a half to serve as your governor," he said. "Every day I'm going to continue to do my very best to try to make New York a better, safer, cleaner and stronger state than when we first started together." 

On Tuesday night, the governor did not say whether he would form an exploratory committee to look at a presidential run, one of those at the meeting said, but did mention his recent trip to Iowa, where associates said he was testing the waters for a presidential run. 

Among those summoned to the governor's mansion on Tuesday night were Mr. Long; Mr. Minarik, who was called back from Rochester; and Ryan Moses, the state party's executive director and a former aide to Mr. Pataki.

A dinner for the governor to thank some of his biggest donors was scheduled for tonight at the Water Club in Manhattan. 

Mr. Pataki took office in 1995, largely on the support of upstate New York and New York City's suburbs. He immediately cut taxes and spending and signed a bill making the death penalty law in New York State. He succeeded in getting workmen's compensation overhauled in 1996, and in 1997 he unveiled a plan to reduce welfare benefits. 

But to win three terms in an overwhelmingly Democratic state, Mr. Pataki, who has always supported abortion rights and gun control, sometimes helped unions win favorable contracts that drove up state spending. He was also in favor of welfare for legal immigrants, and in 2000 he pushed through a package of gun-control laws. 

And last year the state's highest court struck down the death penalty, ruling it unconstitutional, before anyone in the state was executed. The Democratic-led State Assembly decided this year not to address the court's concerns, and let the measure die.

Some conservatives have been very dismissive of the possibility of Mr. Pataki running for president, saying he would be too liberal to win in a Republican primary, and noting that another liberal Republican widely mentioned as a possible candidate, Rudolph W. Giuliani, could make it hard for him to compete for votes from moderate Republicans. Mr. Giuliani declined through a spokeswoman to discuss any political aspirations, instead releasing a statement congratulating the governor on his tenure. "He's been a great partner and friend, especially in the aftermath of Sept. 11," Mr. Giuliani said. 

Much of the state's Republican establishment has been awaiting Governor Pataki's decision as it struggles to field a slate of viable candidates in 2006 to challenge Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, to run for attorney general and comptroller, and, possibly, to run for governor. The governor's indecision had frozen the field and left several potential candidates unsure of which office they should run for. 

Mr. Pataki's moves come as state Republicans begin a series of regional meetings on Thursday to interview and brainstorm with likely candidates for statewide office in 2006, according to state Republican officials.

On Thursday, local party leaders in Buffalo and western New York will meet with four possible challengers to Senator Clinton next year: William A. Brenner , a lawyer; Edward F. Cox, a lawyer and son-in-law of President Richard M. Nixon; Westchester County's departing district attorney, Jeanine F. Pirro; and the ex-mayor of Yonkers, John Spencer.

Ms. Pirro has said she is still deciding whether to run for Senate, state attorney general, or governor if Mr. Pataki chose not to run. Other candidates who plan to attend, the two Republican officials said, are Mr. Daniels, the secretary of state, and Assemblyman Patrick Manning, two possible candidates for governor. 

John Faso, a former state assemblyman who narrowly lost his race to be state comptroller in 2002, will also attend.

And one Republican also said that Rick Lazio, the former congressman who lost to Ms. Clinton in 2000, might attend. 

Michael Cooper, Patrick D. Healy and Al Baker contributed reporting from Albany for this article, and Shadi Rahimi and Jim Rutenberg from New York.
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