Violators of Darfur Arms Embargo Should Be Revealed, U.N. Envoy Says
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The top U.N. envoy in Sudan has asked the Security Council to make public a report prepared by a panel of experts that lists countries selling weapons to government-backed militias and rebel forces in the western region of Darfur in violation of an arms embargo.

Jan Pronk , who is from the Netherlands and is in charge of peacekeeping and humanitarian operations in Darfur, said making the report public could expedite sanctions against the countries involved in the arms trade.

"There should be an arms embargo on both sides, and pressure should be kept up against the government and the rebel movement" in Darfur, Pronk said.

The conflict in Darfur, which pits African rebels against a pro-government Arab militia called the Janjaweed, has been going on for nearly three years. The violence has left tens of thousands of people dead and uprooted more than 2 million. A truce between the two sides, which has been repeatedly violated, lacks a good monitoring system, Pronk said.

"Promises to abide by a cease-fire by the end of the year while talks continue in Abuja with no real sense of urgency have factions in the two warring camps still betting on both horses," he said during an interview Monday in Washington, referring to negotiations in the Nigerian capital. "Pressure is needed in both directions, otherwise the reaction will be negative since both camps are split between people who want the conflict to go on and those who don't."

"People on the ground are victims, and the 2 million people in the camps in Darfur and across the border are suffering," he said.

Pronk applauded humanitarian workers, about 10,000 individuals from Sudan and other countries, for risking their lives and toiling in awful conditions to assist the displaced Sudanese. He said mortality rates had fallen in the region. But "if there is a drop in financial resources or no security due to banditry or danger, this progress can be reversed," he warned.

Pronk also praised the African Union force deployed in Darfur but said it had not received enough military equipment and other materials to do its job adequately. The United Nations is discussing taking over the African Union force, he added, and the African Union recently decided to support the transition to a U.N. force.

"What we had so far were very committed soldiers but not a sustainable force as long as resources were not guaranteed," the U.N. official said. "One needs 10,000 military people to monitor peace, and we are not there yet. At the moment, there are 5,000 on the ground."

A peace agreement that ended an unrelated conflict between the Arab-led government and rebels in the southern part of the country is on track, and the former enemies are now governing partners, Pronk said. "Though there is no love lost between leaders from the north and the south, former enemies are now coalition partners working together to keep the peace, ending one of Africa's longest and costliest wars."

Pronk, 65, who served as the Netherlands' minister for development for 17 years, said he was in the second year of his mission in Sudan. He said he would give himself a total of just three years in the job, if the Security Council so wished.

"If I stay longer, I may lose catalytic influence. I am an experienced negotiator, and politicians and the parties know me," he said. "If I stay too long, they will know how to play me."

While in Washington, Pronk met with Deputy Secretary of State Robert B. Zoellick and National Security Council officials before flying back to Sudan.

Thinking About NATO
Belgian Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt said Tuesday that NATO should establish a network with such countries as Australia and Japan if it hopes to become a global organization. Verhofstadt, who met with President Bush that day, said he suggested that Belgium and the United States set up seminars to discuss the future direction of the alliance.

Verhofstadt told a group of Washington Post editors and reporters over lunch that public opinion of the United States remained low. But success in Afghanistan through concerted action was necessary, he said.

"The job is not finished there, and the mandate of the international force there must be strengthened in terms of its mission and geographic extension, such as fighting the drug trade," he said.

The Belgian ambassador, Frans van Daele , said a stronger mandate for the NATO force in Afghanistan -- officially called the International Security Assistance Force, or ISAF -- had evolved over the past several years. Other countries are awaiting the Dutch government's dispatch of soldiers to western Afghanistan. "Once the Dutch decide to send 1,100 troops to Afghanistan, this will become more evident," he said.

In the fight against terrorism, Verhofstadt said the tragic events of Sept. 11, 2001, had spurred the Europeans to agree on the terms for establishing a European arrest warrant that expedites the extradition process. "Otherwise we would still be discussing it."

The premier said Belgium had created a new agency to analyze information and coordinate police activities. He noted bilateral activity on surveillance and the freezing of suspects' assets.
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