THE NEW YORK TIMES

June 23, 2006

Bush Sees Iraq Echo in '56 Hungary Revolt 

By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
Correction Appended 

BUDAPEST, June 22 — Fifty years after Hungarian partisans waged a bloody but unsuccessful uprising against Communist rule, President Bush came to this eastern European capital on Thursday to lay a bouquet at the eternal flame monument, but also to draw a parallel to the war in Iraq. 

"The sacrifice of the Hungarian people inspires all who love liberty," Mr. Bush said in a speech at Buda Castle on Gellert Hill, overlooking the Danube River and the city. "America honors your courage," he continued. "We've learned from your example, and we resolve that when people stand up for their freedom, America will stand with them."

On a day when lawmakers in Washington were engaged in an intense debate over whether to withdraw troops from Iraq, Mr. Bush thanked the Hungarians for "playing a vital role" in Operation Iraqi Freedom, neglecting to mention that Hungary withdrew its own troops more than a year ago. The president also recounted his visit last week to Baghdad, telling Hungarians that they would "recognize this spirit" of democracy there. 

"The lesson of the Hungarian experience is clear," Mr. Bush said. "Liberty can be delayed, but it cannot be denied."

Mr. Bush's hillside speech concluded a two-day European trip aimed at promoting trans-Atlantic unity at a time when the United States and Europe were joined in a new cooperative effort to persuade Iran to suspend enrichment of uranium. On Thursday, the president's national security adviser, Stephen J. Hadley, suggested a deadline of next month for Iran to respond to the American-European offer of economic incentives.

Iran has said it would reply to the offer by late August, but Mr. Hadley said Iran should instead respond by the time leaders of the so-called Group of 8 nations meet in St. Petersburg, Russia, in mid-July. On Wednesday in Vienna, Mr. Bush said simply that Iran's time frame for responding seemed like "an awful long time" to wait.

Speaking in Budapest to reporters, Mr. Hadley said: "It would be helpful and useful if we could get a response and know where the Iranians are before those meetings. It would advance the negotiating process."

Mr. Bush came to Budapest more than a month after Vice President Dick Cheney made a speech in Lithuania, accusing Russia of using its energy resources to blackmail Europe, which irritated the Kremlin. But the president carefully avoided any public mention of modern Russia on Thursday, instead sticking to graphic descriptions of Soviet tanks rolling into Budapest to crush the Hungarian uprising.

Mr. Hadley said that Mr. Bush's private discussions with Hungarian leaders included some discussion about Russia and the recent visit to Hungary by Russia's president, Vladimir V. Putin. Mr. Hadley said the discussion also covered "how we could reassure Russia that promoting democracy and freedom, not only within Russia but among Russia's neighbors, is not some kind of effort to encircle Russia, but is, in fact, a good thing for Russia, because democratic states make good and peaceful neighbors."

Mr. Bush's visit here was largely ceremonial, with themes of freedom and democracy sprinkled throughout. He toured the Parliament, a vast and elaborate 691-room Gothic structure that houses the Holy Crown of St. Stephen, a symbol of Hungarian independence, in a large glass case. 

The 1,000-year-old crown, a gift from Pope Sylvester II to King Stephen of Hungary, is also a symbol of Hungarian-American relations. During World War II, it was spirited out of Hungary to the United States for safekeeping, and was held at Fort Knox. It remained in American hands until 1978, when President Jimmy Carter made a controversial decision to return it.

"It's a grand reminder of the great history of Hungary," Mr. Bush said.

In a silent moment, the president, joined by the first lady, Laura Bush, placed a bouquet of white lilies and purple orchids, bound by a red, white and blue ribbon, at the black granite monument, capped by an eternal flame, honoring the victims of the 1956 revolt. As a trumpeter played, Mr. Bush bowed his head, as if in prayer.

But tensions surfaced amid the pomp. Leaders in eastern Europe are pressing Mr. Bush for their countries to be included in a waiver program that allows foreigners to visit the United States for three months without a visa. European leaders are also urging Mr. Bush to close the detention center at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba.

Those tensions were evident in Budapest on Thursday as the Hungarian president, Laszlo Solyom, welcomed Mr. Bush to a gilded chamber in the Sandor Palace. In brief remarks, Mr. Solyom said Hungary's commitment to democracy was coupled with a respect for human rights — a possible reference to Guantánamo.

"It is my firm belief that our common responsibilities, duty now is to fight terrorism," he said through an interpreter. "This fight against terrorism can be successful only if every step and measure taken are in line with international law."

The visa issue came up during Mr. Bush's meeting with Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany. Though the prime minister pressed the president, Mr. Bush made clear it had not been resolved.

"I understand this is a difficult issue," Mr. Bush said.

Correction: June 26, 2006 

An article on Friday about President Bush's visit to Budapest misidentified the location for his speech. It was outdoors on Gellert Hill, not at Buda Castle on Castle Hill. 
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