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BUDAPEST -- The Socialist-led governing coalition won runoff parliamentary ballots Sunday, becoming Hungary's first administration to win reelection since communism fell.

With nearly all voting districts counted, the National Election Office projected the Socialists and their coalition partners with 210 of the legislature's 386 seats. Two center-right parties had 175 seats.

Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany's coalition won 113 seats in the first round on April 9, while the opposition won 99. Sunday's vote decided races in which no candidate got a majority.

Gyurcsany, 44, a former communist youth leader who became one of Hungary's richest businessmen, campaigned on promises to provide people with peace and security in their everyday lives, while improving economic competitiveness.

He also said he would get Hungary ready to adopt the European Union's common currency in 2010. But his government must deal with a huge budget deficit, and pressure is mounting from the E.U. for economic reforms.
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