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Our Shame in Hungary (1 Letter) 

To the Editor:

Re “From Budapest to Baghdad: In a Long-Ago Revolution, Echoes for Today” (Week in Review, Oct. 8):

Fifty years ago, as a foreign affairs analyst writing bylined columns for distribution by the United States Information Agency to overseas newspapers, I monitored the C.I.A.’s translations of broadcasts by Hungarian radio stations. 

Desperation was unmistakable in the appeals to the United States for support against the hated Communist regime. Finally, it was clear that the nerves of thousands in Budapest were about to snap and that open revolt would presumably ensue. 

I wrote just that in a column to be sent abroad on an urgent basis. Instead, the U.S.I.A. funneled my warning through the C.I.A., which advised that it be killed because “the Hungarians will never rebel as long as the country is surrounded by Communist troops.” 

At the same time, Radio Free Europe, an arm of the American intelligence community, was inflaming the situation, implying American assistance in any open conflict. 

It was a deadly and shameful game, for our nation left Hungary’s bravest to fight on alone. 

Wes Pedersen 
Chevy Chase, Md., Oct. 9, 2006
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