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    And remember this...

    The article "Pontiff-to-be helped thousands of Hungary's Jews," (Page 1, Jan. 2), notes that by July 7, 1944 deportations of Jews were stopped. A relevant detail regarding the July events is worth recalling.
    Hungary had enacted a series of laws that increasingly restricted the civil liberties of Jews. With the exception of the massacres of partisans and Jews in Novi Sad in 1942 (whose perpetrators fled to avoid prosecution by Hungarian authorities only to return to Hungary with the German occupying army in 1944) and the 16,000 alien Jews who were returned to German-held Ukraine in 1941, Hungary refused Nazi Germany's demands that it deport Hungarian Jews or participate in the Final Solution. Thousands of Jews from surrounding states actually found refuge in Hungary whose Jewish population exceeded 800,000 in March 1944.
    When Hitler's patience ran out with the conservative leaders in Budapest and their peace-feelers and contacts with Western allies, Nazi Germany invaded Hungary in March 1944, drastically changing the situation of Hungary and the Jews. Hitler installed a pro-German government. The Nazi invasion lead to the destruction of Hungary's Jewry, which had survived under the conservative government. Adolf Eichmann arrived to direct the deportation of Hungary's Jews so that by the end of June, virtually the entire Jewish population of the provinces had been deported.
    Until July, the more than 200,000 Jews of Budapest were protected from deportation. Consequently, and at the instigation of the Nazi occupiers, Laszlo Baky, a secretary of state in the Ministry of Interior for "Jewish Affairs," planned to begin and quickly complete the deportation of Jews from the capital. Col. Ferenc Koszorus learned of Baky's plans, volunteered his services, ordered the First Armored Division under his command to occupy strategic areas of Budapest on July 5, 1944 and thwarted Baky's plans, forcing Baky to capitulate and evacuate his forces from the capital. As a direct consequence of Col. Koszorus' and his loyal troops' swift, bold and unparalleled action, the Jews of Budapest were saved from deportation, permitting many of them to survive the Holocaust. It also allowed Raoul Wallenberg, who arrived in Budapest in July, and others to save lives.
    Tsvi Erez, writing in Israel, noted that this was the "one case in which an Axis power used military force for the purpose of preventing the deportation of Jews." In 1991, Col. Koszorus, who fled Hungary to avoid certain execution by the Gestapo, was posthumously promoted to the rank of general and his memory is honored by a plaque placed near the famous Dohany Street Synagogue in Budapest.
    
    FRANK KOSZORUS JR.
    Great Falls
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