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In his ninth book, "Day of Reckoning," Pat Buchanan, America's premier conservative commentator, mixes geopolitical analysis with commentary about social and economic trends on both the domestic and global fronts. 
It is not until midway through the book that Mr. Buchanan finally delivers what he undoubtedly regards as the good news. He does so by answering a direct question: "Does militant Islam pose a mortal threat to America?" Mr. Buchanan replies: "[N]o coalition of Islamic nations or terrorists presents remotely the threat to the United States that the Soviet Union did."

In an aside that the rhetorically pugnacious polemicist seems to aim at a neoconservative cabal, which he convincingly argues has captured and exploited the Bush presidency, Mr. Buchanan adds: "As for America being forced to submit to the dictate of a restored caliphate by nuclear blackmail, that is beyond parody." Focusing on Iran, he observes, "In the evil it has done or in its damage to the United States, the Iran of the ayatollahs cannot compare to the China of Mao."

Having delayed his good news for nearly 150 pages, Mr. Buchanan divulged the bad news very early. "Truly, America faces an existential crisis," he writes, asserting that "America is indeed coming apart, decomposing." The future is even more bleak: "[T]he likelihood of her survival as one nation through mid-century is improbable ? and impossible if America continues on her current course. For we are on a path to national suicide." 
Delivering a deluge of demographic data, Mr. Buchanan argues that America's "ethnocultural core" began to dissolve during the cultural revolution of the 1960s and after an immigration-friendly policy was legislated in 1965. Specifically, from 88.6 percent in 1960, the European ethnic core of America has fallen to 67 percent today; and it's on its way to less than 50 percent by 2040.

Hispanics, who he insists have not assimilated nearly as well as European immigrants of the past, have increased their share of the U.S. population from 1 percent in 1950 to 14.4 percent today. The trend remains skyward. Half the children 5 years old and younger are minorities today.

Today's immigrants "come from countries, continents and cultures whose people never before have been assimilated by a First World nation," the author declares. With the number of illegal aliens in the United States today already exceeding in number all the Irish, Jews and English who ever came, Mr. Buchanan argues that "there is no longer a unifying culture," a situation exacerbated by the fact that "ecularism has displaced Christianity as the faith of the elites." The inevitable result has been "a culture war."

America's worsening social-cultural problems have been compounded by what Mr. Buchanan considers to be colossal foreign-policy blunders committed by President Bush. Recalling the 1991 victory parade following America's triumph in Desert Storm, which occurred shortly after the Soviet empire imploded throughout Eastern Europe and shortly before the Soviet Union itself dissolved, Mr. Buchanan concludes: "What happened to America between 1992 and 2008 is a tragedy of epic proportions." 
With undisguised contempt, Mr. Buchanan again answers his own question: "How did America lose [the leadership of] the world [from 1992 to 2008]? Through an ignorance of history, an embrace of ideology and an arrogance of power ? hubris. And George W. Bush came to personify all three. Great empires and small minds go ill together, said [Edmund] Burke. Small minds, wedded to great egos, may have cost us the Second American Century." 
All may not yet be lost. Declaring that "Pax Americana is finished," the post-Cold War "unipolar war" is already "gone" and "[t]he Bush Doctrine is dead," Mr. Buchanan asks, "Who shall inherit the earth?" In a methodical analysis replete with the global and historical insights that have made him one of America's most informed geostrategists, Mr. Buchanan systematically downplays the potential of either Europe, China, Islam or even Asia/China to dominate the 21st century the way America dominated the 20th.

"Can there be a Second American Century?" he asks. "Does America have a second chance to get it right?" Answering in the affirmative, Mr. Buchanan quotes Ronald Reagan: "There are simple answers. There are just no easy answers."

In order for America to divert itself from the path toward "national suicide," America must (1) give voters the power to decide the culture-war issues by initiative and referenda at the state and local level; (2) turn back the invasion of its territory by the Third World; (3) embrace a policy of economic nationalism that many would consider extreme protectionism; (4) address the long-term budget problems posed by Social Security and Medicare; and (5) end the foreign-policy "crusades" and "review every alliance and terminate virtually all of them." In short, "our day of reckoning is at hand." A realist, Mr. Buchanan presumably is not holding his breath.

