Iran Apparently in Possession of Photoshop
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It's customary for nations to do a bit of chest-thumping as they are about to begin negotiations, which Iran has agreed to consider in a meeting next week with European Union official /Javier Solana. The idea is to do something that your opponents will see as a sign of strength before talks begin, especially, in this case, when the talks involve your nuclear program. 
This might explain the timing of Iran's latest missile tests Wednesday. It might also explain what appears to be a bit of Photoshop work by Tehran to ensure the images were just so. 
A photo on the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps Web site distributed Wednesday  by Agence France-Presse showed four missiles launched simultaneously. That photo  appeared on various Web sites Wednesday, including those of the New York Times and BBC News,  and on the front pages of a number of newspapers, including the Los Angeles Times and the Chicago Tribune.

The Associated Press and Reuters distributed similar photos, but they showed only three  missiles. The Washington Post used a Reuters image in yesterday's paper. 
Noted debunker /Charles Johnson/ apparently spotted the photo doctoring Wednesday and posted it on his Web site, LittleGreenFootballs.com. 
AFP, citing analysts' assessments, reported yesterday that the four-missile photo appeared to have had a little digital work done. "One of the missiles had apparently been added to the photograph using elements from the smoke trail and dust clouds from two of the other missiles," AFP said. The goal apparently was to cover up "a misfiring of one of the missiles," an expert told AFP.

Well, artistically, the three-missile shot used by The Post was clearly inferior. The symmetry was way off and all that. The gap between the middle missile and the one on the right is simply too large. 
Artistic considerations aside, there are arms experts who say that multiple launches are seen as a way to overwhelm missile defense systems, and the Iranians may have wanted to illustrate that capability, as well.

Other Web sites reported that an Islamic Republic News Agency article Wednesday included a photo of what appears to be the same multiple missile launching. It was published in The Post in 2006. (Hey! We had it first!)

