Letters to the editor

March 21, 2008

Allied on visa program

I want to add to the "Lofty goals" item (Embassy Row, World, Tuesday) and say that Hungarian Ambassador Ferenc Somogyi and U.S. Ambassador to Hungary April Foley deserve our sincere support and gratitude as this quest for visa equality continues.

We still have several months ahead of us before we can see the final success of Hungary joining the U.S. Visa Waiver Program, but after 18 months of what appeared to be an endless effort, we're pleased to see that a memorandum of understanding has been signed between the United States and Hungary.

More important, we're seeing that in this step, the United States is also acknowledging the inequities and poor diplomacy of treating the citizens of an ally like Hungary less than fairly.

Those of us involved with this intense effort know how vital a role the embassies played, and despite last summer's legislative challenges, we can see true progress.

I'm proud of the work we've done on behalf of our membership and the community at large along with many others to reach this point. However, we must not rest until Hungary and many other allies are admitted to this visa program.

We must treat all of our allies as we would like to be treated. As Mr. Somogyi noted, liberty manifests itself in the freedom to travel, and equality, in some respects, means equal access to each other's countries. 
In other words, equality and respect must exist among friends. 
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