US Politician Pataki’s Criticism Peeves Slovak PM

George Pataki, a former New York Governor of Hungarian extraction, Monday visited Slovakia and criticized a new Slovak language law, raising the ire of the country’s Prime Minister Robert Fico and highlighting ethnic tensions in the European Union’s eastern regions. 
“Prime Minister Fico considers it unprofessional and politically incorrect that an American politician, George Pataki of Hungarian-Italian-Irish origin, on a personal visit commented on the language law,” Fico’s office said in a statement Tuesday morning.

Fico’s Statement, In Slovak Language Only

<http://www.premiersr.sk/17750/stanovisko-predsedu-vlady-sr-r-fica-k-vyjadreniam-g-patakiho.php>

Pataki Speaks At A Conference

Pataki denounced a new Slovak law that prohibits use other anything but the Slovak language in official communication and can result in fines of up to EUR5,000 for use of a minority language in official communication. 
Speaking in Komarno, a town near the Slovak-Hungarian border that’s a cultural center for Hungarians in Slovakia, Pataki said the law violates human rights and no other country has such laws that punish people for speaking their native language.

Article On Pataki’s Visit To Slovakia
<http://www.politics.hu/20091012/george-pataki-denounces-language-law-during-slovakia-visit>

“Prime Minister Fico considers it an (equally) absurd scenario, that a Slovak politician on a private visit to the U.S. would criticize the official use of the English language,” the statement said. 
Of Slovakia’s 5 million citizens, roughly 10%  are of Hungarian nationality. 
Pataki said the law placed Slovakia on the watch list of European and American human rights organizations, and that pressure should be exerted on Slovakia to amend the law.

Hungarian PM Gordon Bajnai greets Fico in Hungary

The language law is hotly contested in Slovak and Hungarian political relations, and highlights growing nationalistic tensions in the European Union’s eastern regions.

A language issue rages between ethnic Romanians speaking their mother tongue in Moldova, while elsewhere in the region ethnic Roma, or Gypsies, face threats to use their own language. 
What’s more, Czech President Vaclav Klaus this past weekend fanned racial tensions when he said that the E.U.’s Lisbon Treaty, which has been approved by all other E.U. states and would become law if it finally gets his signature, could open the door for restitution claims by up to three million Germans expelled from the region known as Sudetenland in then-Czechoslovakia after the end of Second World War.

The expelled Germans left behind their houses, many of which  have ended up as weekend homes for Czechs.

