SLOVAKIA

Slovakia right wins vote, set to oust leftist

BRATISLAVA Center-right parties won a majority in Slovakia's election over the weekend and looked set to oust Prime Minister Robert Fico with a coalition focused on cutting the budget gap and mending ties with neighbor Hungary.

Although preliminary results showed that Mr. Fico's SMER party had garnered the most support in the Saturday election with 34.8 percent of the vote, they gave 79 of parliament's 150 seats to four center-right and ethnic Hungarian parties.

The conservative SDKU, which ruled the eurozone's poorest country from 1998 to 2006, came in second at 15.4 percent and has started coalition talks with the conservative Christian Democrats (KDH), the newly formed liberal Freedom and Solidarity party (SaS), and the ethnic Hungarian Most-Hid party.

The SDKU introduced a flat tax rate, sold major state firms and overhauled the pension and welfare sectors during its previous stint in government. It also led Slovakia into the EU in 2004. 
Analysts say a center-right grouping would be better placed to cut a budget deficit that hit 6.8 percent of gross domestic product last year. 
