How the West Can Help Iran's Green Movement

Please do not barter away our democracy for nuclear weapons negotiations with the current unworthy leaders in Tehran.

By MOHSEN MAKHMALBAF

Iranians are testing their destiny in a similar manner to scientists, trying to recognize their weaknesses and strengths through trial and error. This national research project—which is named the Green movement—has led to a new sense of self-awareness among Iranians and a new awareness of Iranians by the world.

Contrary to what people believed, the results of these tests showed that the Iranian nation is ready and capable of accepting democracy. However, the Green movement also demonstrated that the world is still not ready to accept democracy for the people of Iran.

When opposition candidate Mir Hossein Mousavi, along with three million people, were crying out for democracy in the streets, the response of the world society in the words uttered by President Obama was thus: What is important for us is that the nuclear arms in Iran should be controlled, and we have nothing to do with the internal affairs of the Iranian people. Prior to last year's fraudulent Iranian elections, Mr. Obama even wrote a letter to Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei assuring him that he would not interfere with the internal affairs of Iran. Mr. Khamenei took courage from this letter for the suppression of the opposition.

The Western project has been to compromise on the nuclear issue, and it has failed. Now the project of sanctions on Iran is being put to the test. The question put forward by the Iranians is this: Supposing that the Iranian regime bows down to these not-so persuasive-sanctions and gives up building nuclear weapons temporarily, what will then become of the issue of democracy in Iran? Will the West then forget it altogether and again declare that it is the Iranian nation that is not ready for democracy? Why will you not justly accept that it is you, the Westerners, who are not ready for democracy for the Iranians?

Unfortunately events indicate that the modern West has viewed us, the Iranians, mainly as terrorists or oil sellers. So, it is either afraid of us or else is interested in our oil. Suffice to say that we are also human like yourselves and ready for and worthy of democracy as you are. And without our democracy your democracy will be incomplete. We predict that your new pilot project for the control of the Iranian nuclear issue through imposing sanctions will not be sufficient. You will then be forced to test one of two more projects: Compromising with a nuclear Iran or an attack on Iran.

So before you give in to a nuclear Iran or put to the test the invasion of Iran and its consequences for Iraq and Afghanistan, consider in earnest the experiment of helping the development of democracy in Iran. A first step would be to overhaul the most important tool America has in its arsenal, Voice of America broadcasting, by finding management interested in enlightening the Iranian people. The Iranian democratic movement is in need of information. And I am asking the Europeans to broadcast EuroNews in Persian. Before you test our land by real bombs, test us with the bombardment of information.

French President Nicolas Sarkozy stated some time ago: The Iranians are worthy of worthier leaders. If this is the case, then please do not barter away Iranian democracy for nuclear-weapons negotiations with the current unworthy leaders of Iran.
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