Letters to the Editor

Give Hungary a chance

Regarding Andras Schiff's Jan. 1 letter to the editor: Hungary is not Russia, Prime Minister Viktor Orban is not a reincarnation or alter ego of Vladimir Putin, and Mr. Schiff indeed is a good pianist, but that does not make him a clairvoyant regarding Hungarian politics.

The discrimination and other phenomena Mr. Schiff listed are not particular to nor primarily characteristic of Hungary; to the extent that they are present, they were inherited from the past, including from the previous socialist-liberal coalition, whose mistakes and corruption must be corrected by the Hungarian people and their new government.

We shall see how the new media law will be applied and what the new government will do to correct the negative manifestations described by Mr. Schiff, and then we might be able to make an educated judgment on the new law's scope and the government's performance. Until then, outside observers should hold their fire, let alone advocate Hungary's disqualification from the presidency of the European Union.

Peter Kovalszki, Detroit

