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A strong constitution

SIR – Your article on a new Hungarian constitution (“Goulash soup”, April 9th) emphasised the need for the country to renew its basic law as the old one was a legal mishmash, partly inherited from the communist era. Hungary is the only country in central and eastern Europe that has not changed its constitution since the end of  communism; adopting a new one has been an aim of every government since 1989.

There are many untruths being peddled about the new constitution. Its main aim is to secure the liberty and rights of individuals and communities. But it also seeks to define us as a nation. References to Christianity and the Holy Crown are simply an acknowledgment of the importance that they have played in Hungarian history. The new constitution will protect ethnic, cultural and religious diversity in full accordance with the European Union’s Charter of Fundamental Rights. 
A fresh round of domestic debate began after the election in April last year. Numerous discussions have since been held with Hungarian and international experts, think-tanks and academic institutions. To say the new constitution is being rushed through with limited consultation is baseless.

Much criticism of the government stems from the two-thirds majority it won at the last election. Clearly a majority of this size needs to be handled with prudence. The Hungarian people gave a clear mandate for change and the government continues to enjoy strong support, which suggests that it has delivered during its first year in office.

