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Letters to the Editor

"Hungary’s apathetic youth"

The Feb. 27 op-ed “A free voice for Hungary,” <http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/support-democracy-in-hungary-with-new-radio-free-europe-broadcasts/2012/02/17/gIQAI7KdcR_story.html> by Mark Palmer, Miklos Haraszti and Charles Gati missed the mark. The Hungarian government’s anti-democratic “goulash authoritarianism” has been met with very little resistance by the public, especially among the youth. The opposition parties are weak and divided. 

A few weeks ago I witnessed in Budapest a demonstration in support of the about-to-be-banned Klubradio, the anti-government talk-radio station. The crowd of approximately 5,000 consisted mainly of middle-aged and older people. It seemed that one could count on one hand the number of youth who participated. 

Unless Hungary’s apathetic youth gets involved in politics, especially through “New Media,” the country will not change course.

Yehuda Lukacs, Alexandria
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