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October 17, 2007

His Excellency Robert Fico
Prime Minister

Urad vlady Slovenskej republiky
Néamestie slobody 1

813 70 Bratislava

SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

As founder and Co-Chairman of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus
(CHRQO), I am writing to express my concern about worrying developments in Slovakia’s
relations with its ethnic Hungarian population. In particular, I am troubled by the judicial
system’s handling of the alleged hate crimes against Ms. Hedvig Malina and the
Parliament’s recent reaffirmation of the Benes Decrees.

First, there appears to be a lack of due process in the investigation of the attack
against Ms. Hedvig Malina. As I understand the situation, this university student was
viciously attacked in Nitra on August 25, 2006. The reported reason for this brutal attack
was that Ms. Malina spoke Hungarian, her native tongue, in a public venue. Two
assailants told her to speak “only Slovak in Slovakia,” which suggests this was a hate
crime. On September 11, 2006, the Slovak authorities ended their investigation of her
case. The following day, you were joined by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the
Interior Robert Kalinak, as well as Chief of Police Jan Packa, in suggesting Ms. Malina
fabricated her story. As a result of this statement and a denunciation by an unknown
person, she was charged on November 10" with giving false testimony. However, a
significant body of evidence, including statements by witnesses and psychological
investigations, supports the validity of her claims. The charges against Ms. Malina have
not been dropped, while the perpetrators who attacked her remain at large. She has since
turned to international human rights forums to assist her quest for justice. 1 would hate to
assume that this apparent miscarriage of justice is the result of radical nationalism in
Slovakia and a failure to extend due process to all citizens irrespective of their ethnic
origin. I urge you to end the investigation against Ms. Hedvig Malina and ask
prosecutors to resume proceedings against her assailants.
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Second, I was alarmed to see that the Parliament of Slovakia recently voted to
reaffirm the Benes Decrees that revoked Czechoslovakian citizenship from ethnic
Hungarians and confiscated their property. This action clearly contradicts the
proclamation by the Slovak National Council in F ebruary 1991 that acknowledged the
brutal injustice of the Benes Decrees. Indeed, Slovak citizens are still seeking
compensation for property that was unjustly confiscated at the end of World War II.
While it was already troubling that these post-war relics remained on the statute books, I
fail to understand how the Slovakian Government, or indeed the citizens of your fine
country, benefit from embracing a deeply flawed principle of collective guilt more than
50 years after the Decrees” introduction. Iam writing to request that you publicly
disavow the Benes Decrees and seek to ensure that ethnic Hungarians are treated as equal
citizens in Slovakia.

Mr. Prime Minister, I am hoping that you can assuage my concern about this
seemingly-negative treatment of the Hungarian minority in Slovakia. I would be grateful
for assurances that your government will reconsider its approach to such matters and
ensure that Slovakia provides a just and hospitable home for all of its citizens.

TOM LANTOS

Chairman

Co-Chair

Congressional Human Rights Caucus
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