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THE LIVING LEGACY AND CHALLENGE OF 1956





									    Frank Koszorus, Jr.





The Revolution of 1956 against Soviet oppression elevated the image of Hungary in the world, including the United States.  Watching dramatic newsreels of an occupied nation heroically battle the overwhelming might of Soviet tanks evoked tremendous respect for Hungarians, a sentiment which had not been seen since Lajos Kossuth’s celebrated tour of the United States in 1851.  President John F. Kennedy echoed this sentiment when he said:





October 23, 1956 is a day that will forever live in the annals of free men and free nations.  It was a day of courage, conscience, and triumph.  No other day since history began has shown more clearly the eternal unquenchability of man’s desire to be free, whatever the odds against success, whatever the sacrifice required.





The genuine awe felt by Americans reflected their sense of helplessness and guilt as a result of Western inaction.  This inaction also shattered the Eisenhower Administration’s rhetoric of “rolling back the Iron Curtain.”  President Richard Nixon recalled his impressions upon visiting Hungarian refugee camps in Austria: 





[I]n the young, the emotions were anger and disillusionment at having seen their victory stolen away.  This was coupled in many with the feeling that they had been abandoned by their natural allies - the West and, in particular, the United States.





The emotions aroused by the Revolution and its impact on United States’ public opinion was profound.  This was due, in part, to the official public stance of nonsupport by the West.  Refugees were welcomed with open arms and hearts.  Walter Cronkite, the most popular news anchor at the time, hosted a one-half hour T.V. program entitled the “Twentieth Century.”  One segment was devoted to the 1956 Revolution and periodically broadcast in the 1950’s and 1960’s.  Time magazine’s Man of the Year was the Hungarian freedom fighter.  This positive influence continues to this day.  Henry Kissinger’s recent book, Diplomacy, devotes an entire chapter to the Revolution.





On this 40th anniversary of the Revolution, we commemorate what in the words of Albert Camus is “a glorious heritage which we must deserve: freedom, which [the Hungarians] not only chose, but which in one single day they gave back to us.”  This is the legacy of 1956.





Today another revolution is sweeping Central and East Europe.  Once again we in the United States face historical choices: will we stay fully engaged in Europe to ensure the ultimate triumph of democracy or will we neglect the emerging democracies?  Will we reaffirm our traditional policy of promoting self-determination and facilitate stability by supporting the legitimate democratic demands of Hungarian minorities for cultural autonomy and local self-government or will we leave them exposed to discrimination and ethnic-based hatred by ruling majorities which hope to erode or destroy the unique characteristics of these historical communities?  To paraphrase Richard Nixon, will we abandon our natural allies or champion the cause of democracy and minority rights with actions as well as eloquent but ephemeral words?  This is the challenge drawn from the lessons of 1956.





�
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


The White House Internship by Ameritech - Spring, 1997





Applications are now being accepted for the Spring, 1997 session of White House internships which last from January through April of next year.  Candidates should  be college sophomore or older, active participants in the Hungarian American community, and have an interest in public service.





Due to the special grant made by Ameritech to underwrite this program,  the Coalition  provides a monthly stipend for living expenses to the candidates selected for the Winter White House internship.


If you are interested, please call Klary Hefty as soon as you see this notice for more information at the Coalition’s Washington Office at (202) 296-9505.   Applications are due by November 15, 1996 at the White House.  


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Coalition  Sponsors “Encounter with 1956”- “Találkozás 1956-tal”





Since the beginning of this historic year  the Hungarian American Coalition has searched for a meaningful way to commemorate  the 40th anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.  When Coalition member, Andrea Lauer, Director of the Center for Independent Journalism in Budapest,  told us  about Õrs Csete and his  ideas for  “Encounter with 1956,” we knew we had found the right project.  During the past three years, Mr.Csete,   a young Hungarian teacher in Budapest,  has compiled 1,200 black and white photographs and 6,000 minutes of recorded oral histories of the everyday, almost accidental heroes of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.  





Szabolcs Szekeres, the Coalition’s Budapest Liaison, immediately recognized the quality and vision of “Encounter with 1956:”  “This is a highly professional project  which fits the profile of the Coalition very well.  When I hear Hungarians say, to my great surprise, that doing such a project is politically unwise in today’s Hungary, I am more convinced than ever of the need to have the Coalition sponsor it.”





Mr. Csete has ambitious plans for developing  “Encounter with 1956.”  He will continue to interview and photograph surviving freedom fighters;  he plans  to publish an album of photographs, entitled  “Portrait Gallery of 56-ers” with text  from the recorded interviews;  by October 23 he will  put the project on the Internet and eventually on a CD-ROM; and next year he intends to send  his material on  a traveling exhibit  both in Europe and in the U.S.  Since October 17 his black and white portraits have been exhibited  in Budapest at the Polish Institute under the title of “Forty Years - Forty Faces from 1956.”  A smaller exhibit featuring the portraits of those freedom fighters who were sentenced can be seen  at the “House of Hungarians” in Opusztaszer.





By supporting this project, each one of us - Coalition members and others - can play a role in documenting and preserving for posterity a time of great importance to Hungarians all over the world.  If you want to be a part of this effort, please send your tax-deductible contribution to the Hungarian American Coalition’s Washington Office.  Checks should be marked: “Project 1956.”  All contributions will be   acknowledged on the pamphlet, poster and other material accompanying “Encounter with 1956.”


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





Mr. Árpád Duka Zólyomi and Dr. József Halzl Will Tour U.S. Cities





The Hungarian American Coalition, along with the National Committee of Hungarians from Slovakia, has invited  Dr József Halzl from Budapest, President of the Rákóczi Society and Mr. Árpád Duka Zólyomi of Bratislava (Pozsony), member of the Slovak Parliament and one of the founders of the Hungarian Coexistence movement to visit several U.S. cities during November.





On each of their stops Duka Zólyomi and Halzl will report on the “Situation of Hungarians in Slovakia Since the Slovak-Hungarian Basic Treaty,” with special attention to the increasingly discriminatory laws and policies of the Meciar government which threaten the political, educational and cultural institutions of the 600,000 strong Hungarian community.





Several Coalition member organizations will host and co-sponsor programs by Dr. Halzl and Duka Zólyomi in New York, Washington, D.C., Cleveland, Denver, Los Angeles, San Diego, and New Jersey.  Please call the Coalition office to get exact dates for these programs.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


The Fall of the Red Star  Receives Honors


 


The Fall of the Red Star, by Helen Szablya and Peggy King Anderson, has been awarded first prize by both the Washington Press Association and the National Federation of Press Women.  This historical novel, written for young adults about the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, is now in its third printing, and is available in bookstores in North America as well as at Bestsellers in Budapest.





In an effort to educate young people about the Hungarian Revolution, the Hungarian American Coalition has sponsored several trips and presentations by author Helen Szablya in schools, libraries, churches and scout troops in Berkeley, Los Angeles, San Diego, San Francisco and elsewhere.  After one of Mrs. Szablya’s programs in Seattle, PEMCO insurance company bought 500 copies of Fall of the Red Star for distribution to Seattle area schools.


 


In early December Mrs. Szablya will visit the Cleveland, Ohio area to promote her book.  In this 40th anniversary year, this wonderful book will make a most appropriate Christmas gift!  Remember that proceeds from the sale of The Fall of the Red Star benefit the projects of the Coalition.





Copies can be ordered from the Coalition’s Washington Office by calling Klary Hefty at (202) 296-9595; discounts are available for multiple book orders.





Central and East European Coalition (CEEC) Actively Promotes NATO Enlargement





Feri needs to give us two paragraphs on this ASAP!








�
Historic Celebrations Planned: 


Coalition Members and Others Mark the Hungarian Millecentenary


and the Fortieth Anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956





The American Hungarian Federation - A Gala Banquet will  be held on November 16  in Teaneck, New Jersey, to celebrate the 90th anniversary of this  organization’s founding, as well as the two historic Hungarian  anniversaries.  AHF will give special recognition to several leaders of the Hungarian American community. 





The Toledo (Ohio) Hungarian American Community plans a  series of events:


October 8-the Hon. Peter Ujvagi will speak at the Birmingham Cultural Center;  October 20-Memorial Mass at St. Stephen’s Catholic Church;


October 23 - a wreathlaying ceremony and a candlelight vigil will be held at the Hungarian Flag in International Park.


October 25 - Hungarian Club of Toledo presents “Lest We Forget;”


November 3 - bilingual service of remembrance of the Revolution to be held at Calvin United Church of Christ. 


	


The Hungarian Club of Colorado  Celebrates in Denver


On October 27 Colorado Hungarians will hold “A Commemoration of Hungary’s Anniversaries - 1996.”  The day will begin  at Saint Elizabeth Hungary Church with a Mass of Celebration.   At 1:00 p.m. a Memorial Service will follow at The Hungarian Freedom Park.   In the evening a Gala Dinner at the Petroleum Club of Colorado will feature Prof. Istvan Fehervary, ‘56 Freedom Fighter, as the speaker.  





A Jubilee Concert Celebrating the 1,100th Anniversary of Hungary and the Bicentennial of Cleveland


The United Hungarian Societies of Cleveland has organized a Jubilee Concert to be held on November 17 at  Severance Hall, home of the world-famous Cleveland Orchestra.  The Women’s Orchestra of Cleveland, as well as Eric Johanson, Zoltan Marczy and Alex Udvari will perform works of Liszt, Kodaly, Erkel and others.





“New York Salutes Hungary”


On October 3 the American Council of the World Federation of Hungarians held a gala fund raiser at the United Nations.  The elegant event was attended by over 300 people  with twelve individuals  honored for outstanding achievement in their fields.  In addition,  three Hungarian American leaders  were recognized  for their valuable contributions to the community.





November 15-16:  Hungarian Americans To Share Historic Celebrations with American Friends


In a joint effort the American Council of the World Federation Hungarians and the Hungarian Ambassador to the U.S. have called on Hungarian Americans all over the U.S. to open their homes to American friends and neighbors in an effort to acquaint them with the history, culture and cuisine of Hungary.  Many Coalition members have responded to this call by planning dinners and receptions during which they will show the short video,  “1,100 Hungarian Nights.”





Gala Concert in Washington, DC Kennedy Center


The Hungarian Embassy and Ambassador Gyõrgy Bánlaki have  made arrangements for an 1100th Anniversary of Hungary Gala Concert to be held at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts on November 12.  The National Symphony Orchestra will perform under the leadership of Leonard Slatkin.  Featured artists include Eva Marton, the Bartok Quartet, Janos Starker and The Paramount Brass.





San Francisco Salutes Hungary at the California Palace of the Legion of Honor


On August 18, 1996, San Francisco area Hungarians and their guests gathered for a  reception to celebrate Hungary’s 1,100th anniversary.  The festive event included a special exhibit about Hungary and was organized by Eva Voisin, Esq., the Honorary Consul of Hungary and President of the Hungarian American Chamber of Commerce.





The House of Hungary, San Diego, California


On November 9 a Gala Celebration will be held to mark Hungary’s Millecentenary at the Hanalei Hotel in San Diego, California.





The Minnesota Hungarians are making plans  to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, and to remember the 1,100 year of Magyar Settlement in the Carpathian Basin.  There will be poetry recited as well as a musical presentation on  October 27th,  at the International Institute in St. Paul, Minnesota.


(Paul Rupprecht)





Seattle Celebrations Continue


On August 20 Seattle’s Hungarian American community marked both a Millecentennial Celebration and the 40th anniversary of 1956 with a very successful book signing event at the University Bookstore in Bellevue featuring Helen Szablya and Peggy King Anderson’s historical novel, Fall of the Red Star.  


On October 23rd, the Hungarian Consulate, the Hungarian American Association of Washington and the Seattle-Pécs Sister City Association will co-sponsor a concert of  Hungarian pianist, Béla Siki, at Seattle University’s Campion Chapel.  Professors Dr. Tihamér Komjáthy and Dr. Zoltán Kramár will lecture about the two historical events commemorated this year.  


 


June 15th Celebration of Chicago Hungarians


1,000 people gathered at the State of Illinois Building in downtown Chicago to commemorate the 1,100th anniversary of Hungary’s founding and the 40th anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. The Hungarian Festival featured 30 exhibits and a program in which Hungarian history was depicted through poetry and music.  All the Chicago-area Hungarian American  organizations cooperated in organizing a very successful event.  (Andrea Stetz)


�
We are going to put this article in the next newsletter - only if there is room for a few lines would we use this in this one as it is focused on ‘56!








HUNGARIAN AMERICAN COALITION board MEMBER COAUTHORS ARTICLE ON MINORITY RIGHTS





Coalition board member, Frank Koszorus, Jr., coauthored an article with Csaba K. Zoltani, a senior researcher with the Army Research Laboratory, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, entitled “Group Rights Defuse Tensions” which was published in the summer/fall volume of the prestigious journal, The Fletcher Forum of World Affairs.





The authors make a compelling case for the recognition and enforcement of group rights as a means of promoting democracy and stability in Central and East Europe.





The authors address the legitimate aspirations of ethnic minorities in Central Europe to preserve their cultural and historical identities.  They place the concept of group rights in its historical context, review current international legal standards, and identify successful Western European solutions to the grievances of ethnic minorities.  The authors recognize the markedly different historical experiences of the United States and Central Europe.  They persuasively argue that the United States must nevertheless take the lead in “formulating the legal basis for group human rights” if only to advance its security interests and to “avoid becoming entangled in future conflicts.”





The authors then suggest that “the recognition of non-territorially defined autonomy of conationals” would help solve the minorities question.  This concept, they explain, “is based on the idea of shared spaces and complementary and overlapping jurisdictions in the cultural field, with special emphasis on linguistic rights.”





The protection of minorities in Central Europe, the authors conclude, will “promote not only democratic values but will also help defuse seemingly intractable disputes.”





Mr. Koszorus, one of the co-founders of the Coalition, practices law in Washington, D.C.  He has lectured and written about minority rights and was a Study Group participant in a Carnegie Endowment for International Peace project which culminated in a book on self-determination.  In 1989 Mr. Koszorus was appointed a public member of the U.S. delegation to the Paris meeting of the CSCE Conference on the Human Dimension.





Copies of the article can be obtained from the Coalition.


�
This is only a filler, in case we have space for news from our member organizations:





Letter from Chicago





The role of  our organization -- Hungarian Americans for Human Rights in Delvidek (HAHRD) -- in representing our land of birth in the Chicago community is widely acknowledged among Americans as well as Hungarians.  In the three years of our existence, we have organized several events relating to the situation in Vajdasag (Voivodina, the formerly autonomous province of Serbia which is home to a Hungarian minority of numbering 350,000).  Our activities focus on human rights issues. Through student aid organizations in the towns of Ujvidek (Novi Sad) and Szabadka (Subotica) we are supporting 15 university students in continuing their studies.





This year we have helped to organize several cultural and socialevents.  On June 15, working with the American Association of Young Hungarians, we took part in organizing “Hungarian Day” in Chicago, whose exhibits and program attracted 750 participants.  More recently, together with the Chicago chapter of the William Penn Association, we organized the Harvest Ball, whose net profits will go toward supporting future events.





We take an active role in all initiatives which seek to foster a feeling of community and belonging among us and which uphold the values of our nation.  We give moral and (when possible) material support to the needy who turn to us, regardless of whether they come from Hungary or its surrounding countries.





Ever since its founding, HAHRD has been a supporting member of the Hungarian American Coalition.  We follow the activities of the Coalition with approval and interest, particularly its activities relating to the fate of Hungarian minorities.  We note especially the Coalition’s organization of a meeting last spring between the White House and representatives of the Hungarian minorities, and more recently its statements regarding the Basic Treaties signed between Hungary, Slovakia and Rumania.





We call upon the Coalition to engage in closer cooperation with our organization.  We are actively seeking opportunities to better fulfill our responsibilities in furthering the interests of the people of Vajdasag.





Respectfully yours,





Sandor Kremer, President


HAHRD, Chicago





