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Hungarian American Coalition and Potomac Foundation

 Host Gala Dinner in Washington, DC: “Celebrating the Spirit of NATO”
As leaders from around the world met for the NATO Summit and celebration of the Alliance’s 50th anniversary, the Hungarian American Coalition and the Potomac Foundation co-hosted a Gala Dinner on Saturday, April 24, 1999, in Washington DC.  US President William Clinton and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban served as Honorary Patrons of the event, and Hungarian Ambassador Geza Jeszenszky and US Ambassador Peter Tufo were Honorary Chairmen.  The Gala Dinner, “Celebrating the Spirit of NATO,” commemorated both NATO’s founding and the accession of Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Poland to the Alliance. The Gala Dinner, held at the historic Decatur House in Washington DC, was attended by 175 guests.

In his letter of greeting President Clinton welcomed Hungary as one of three new partners of the Alliance; reaffirmed that the defense of the security, prosperity, and democratic values of its members remains NATO’s primary mission; and acknowledged the contribution of the Hungarian American Coalition in promoting NATO enlargement both in the US and Hungary. 

Hungarian Prime Minister, Dr. Viktor Orban, also visited the Gala Dinner on his way to the formal celebration held at the White House.  He reminded the audience that it was due to the tragic bloodshed of 1956 that Hungary was finally able to gain its freedom in 1990 and its security in 1999 without spilling a drop of blood.

Laszlo Hamos, President of the Hungarian Human Rights Foundation and Board Member of the Hungarian American Coalition, presented the Coalition’s statement expressing deep concern for the increasing hostility and danger faced by the 360,000 large ethnic Hungarian community in the Serbian province of Voivodina, and urging the US government and our NATO allies to protect this Hungarian community from overt or covert ethnic cleansing. 

US Ambassador Peter Tufo provided a detailed assessment of Hungary’s place and role in NATO during the present crisis in Kosovo.  He praised Hungary for complying with all of NATO's requirements despite Hungary's special situation as the only NATO member that shares a border with Serbia, and is deeply concerned about the safety of the large ethnic Hungarian community in Voivodina.  Lt. Gen. Nicholas Kehoe, Inspector General of the Air Force, recalled the insights he gained while participating in the three Hungarian American Coalition NATO conferences held in Hungary in 1997.

The leadership of the Coalition expressed its appreciation to corporate and individual Benefactors of the Gala Dinner: The Potomac Foundation, Ilona and Geza Bankuty, The Boeing Company, Edith and John Lauer, MALEV Hungarian Airlines; and corporate and individual Patrons: Ameritech, Ernst & Young, the Hungarian Reformed Federation of America, Drs. Marian and Alfred Toth, Drs. Jeanette and Glenn Brown, Mrs. Nash Whitney Schott, and the William Penn Association.

Attendees of the Gala Dinner included Coalition members, members of the Hungarian official delegation to the NATO Summit, members of both the US and Hungarian press, as well as a group from the California Ethnic Leadership Council, comprised of both Hungarian American and Polish American activists. 


At the end of the evening the Hungarian American Coalition announced a collection to assist the refugees forced to leave Kosovo.

COALITION MEMBERS PARTICIPATE IN VARIOUS NATO EVENTS

On March 12, 1999, Hungary, Poland and the Czech Republic became official members of NATO.  The joining ceremony took place at the Harry S. Truman Library in Independence, Missouri, a historic site where in 1949 President Truman announced the initial creation of NATO.

Secretary of State Madeline Albright hosted the ceremony, which was attended by Mr. Janos Martonyi, Mr. Bronislaw Geremek, and Mr. Jan Kavan, Foreign Ministers of Hungary, Poland and the Czech Republic, numerous dignitaries and supporters of the expanded NATO:  

Representatives of ethnic organizations in the United States attended the historic ceremony.  The Hungarian American Coalition was represented by the Hon. Peter S. Ujvagi, President of the Coalition, Mr. Eugene Megyesy, Jr. of the Hungarian Club of Colorado, and Mr. Laszlo Hamos, President of the Hungarian Human Rights Foundation.
On March 26, 1999, the Central and East European Coalition (CEEC) honored Senators William Roth, Jr., Joseph R. Biden, Jr. and Representatives Nancy Pelosi and Sonny Callahan for their “leadership in this region of the world,” as the CEEC believes that peace, stability and democracy throughout Europe serve the national security interests of the United States.

Over 100 were in attendance at the reception honoring these legislators.  Coalition board member, Frank Koszorus, Jr., who spearheaded the organization’s NATO enlargement efforts in Washington, D.C., presented the CEEC’s plaque to Senator Biden.
On April 14, 1999, a reception sponsored by the NATO Enlargement Working Group was held on Capitol Hill.  This coalition of American ethnic, veteran and religious organizations, which includes the Hungarian American Coalition, vigorously supported the expansion of the Alliance.

Hungarian Ambassador Geza Jeszenszky spoke to the more than 200 attendees:  “Hungarians have always advocated the protection of human rights and rights of national and ethnic minorities, knowing that denial of such rights threatens stability and peace in the region.”  Coalition member, Frank Koszorus, Jr. served as Chairman of the Working Group’s Steering Committee and was the master of ceremonies at the reception.  Attendees included ambassadors, members of the Senate Foreign Relations and House International Relations committees, and dignitaries, including Jozsef Toth, Deputy Chief of Mission of the Hungarian Embassy, Edith Lauer, Chairperson of the Coalition and Coalition board members Anne Bader and Laszlo Hamos.
In April, 1999, Strange Bedfellows: NATO Marches East was published about the political process which led to NATO expansion.  The author, George W. Grayson, Professor at the College of William and Mary, documents the substantial contribution of organizations such as the Hungarian American Coalition to the successful outcome of the NATO debate.  Among others he mentions Coalition board member Frank Koszorus, Jr.’s participation in the “early, indefatigable efforts by bright, highly motivated activists …. Ethnic American organizations….such as “the Hungarian American Coalition and other organizations that had long advocated alliance membership for Central European states."

During the April 23-26 NATO Summit and 50th Anniversary Celebration several official and NGO-sponsored events were attended by Coalition members.  These included the April 22 Gala Banquet and the April 23 Congressional Breakfast organized by the Polish American Congress; the April 23 official Opening Ceremony in the Mellon Auditorium where heads of state of the 19 current embers of NATO spoke and signed the original Washington Treaty which established the NATO Alliance in 1949; Gala Dinners at the Library of Congress, the Smithsonian, and at the Atlantic Council; and the April 24th Dinner at the White House.
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STATEMENT BY THE HUNGARIAN AMERICAN COALITION

April 24, 1999

In achieving its long-sought goal of NATO membership, Hungary has joined a military alliance which is currently at war.  At present, Hungary’s contributions to the NATO action are indirect, and stem from its geographic location as the only NATO country bordering Serbia.  But Hungary faces another, much more immediate involvement: the threat of Serbian aggression against the 360,000 ethnic Hungarians living in the Yugoslav province of Voivodina.


Hungary’s links to this ethnic community, and to other Hungarian minorities in border regions, go far beyond the accident of speaking the same language.  The dismemberment of Hungary after the First World War severed real family contacts and crippled real communities.  Despite the sealed borders and draconian prohibitions against human and cultural contact under communist rule, Hungarians on both sides of the borders retained their solidarity and sense of common identity.

Since 1990, when Voivodina (together with Kosovo) lost its autonomous status, Serbian authorities have severely curtailed the local self-government and minority rights of ethnic Hungarians and other minorities in the province.  Language, education and cultural rights have been steadily violated.

The Hungarian minority in Serbia constitutes an overtly pacifist population which has taken no side in any of the four Balkan wars provoked by Slobodan Milosevic since 1991.  The political organizations representing the Hungarian minority do promote peaceable, moderate solutions, including cultural autonomy, to secure their identity and role within Serbia.

Yet, with the escalation of war and continued ethnic cleansing by the Milosevic regime, anti-Hungarian sentiment is growing increasingly hostile.  Voivodina’s Hungarian minority is living in an increasingly precarious atmosphere of intimidation and rising tensions.  Anti-Hungarian atrocities and overt or covert ethnic cleansing are real possibilities.

We believe that NATO must prevail in its campaign to stop Milosevic from committing further atrocities, ethnically cleanse Kosovo, and expand the war to frontline states.  Kosovo is a tragic and stark reminder that national and ethnic minorities in Central and Eastern Europe must be allowed to exercise group or collective rights.  Today there can be no doubt that minority rights defuse tensions, while their denial (rooted in intolerance, bigotry, and hatred) can result in escalating conflict and violence.

The Hungarian American Coalition calls upon our own government, our NATO allies and the European Union to make every effort to protect the Hungarian community of the Yugoslav province of Voivodina from any kind of ethnic cleansing, overt or covert, and from any kind of pressure or violence.  To build a secure, prosperous and united Europe, it is not enough to defeat the dark forces that stand in the way of this process.  It is also our duty to stand up for those who represent the forces of light, who are our allies in this struggle.
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BECOME A MEMBER OF THE HUNGARIAN AMERICAN COALITION

Join this growing network of organizations and individuals!

Individual membership



Organizational membership

Student

$25

Regular

$50     ($100 family)

$200

Sponsor

$250 - $500


$500 - $1000

Patron

$501 - $1000


$1,001 - $2,500

Benefactor
$1,001 - $2,500+


$2,501 - $5,000+

Non-membership contribution    $ _____________________

Name (or organization): ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________
 State: ________________________  Zip: ______________________

Phone: _______________

Fax: __________________      E-mail address: __________________________

Please send this form with your annual membership fee to: 








Hungarian American Coalition








818 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 850









Washington, DC 20006









Tel: (202) 296-9505









Fax: (202) 775-5175

Hungarian American Coalition

818 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 850

Washington, DC 20006

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Go to the World Wide Web and check out the latest information on our Coalition at

http://www.hungary.com/hac
COALITION PROJECT UPDATE

                       Renews Its Sponsorship of The White House Internship Program

Ameritech, the Chicago-based telecommunications firm has for the fourth year renewed its sponsorship of The White House Internship Program by Ameritech.  This program is a public service scholarship funded since 1996 by Ameritech and administered by the Hungarian American Coalition.  The scholarship covers the expenses of young men and women to further their interest in the areas of public service, community relations and international relations through working for a semester or summer session at various White House offices.

In the past four years fifteen White House interns have participated in this excellent program.

The Hungarian American Coalition is grateful to Ameritech for the continued and generous sponsorship of a program that promotes opportunities for young men and women and prepares them to exercise leadership roles in Hungarian American communities throughout the United States.
Scholarship Fund

In 1997 the Hungarian American Coalition established a Scholarship Fund for the purpose of providing partial scholarships each year to 2-4 Hungarian students for their study at U.S. colleges and universities.

Applicant requirements:

· must be a citizen of Hungary, or member of an ethnic Hungarian community in Slovakia, Romania, Voivodina, Serbia or Ukraine;

· must have gained admission as a full-time student to a US college or university;

· should provide proof of scholarship and other sources of financial support;

· should provide record of outstanding academic standing;

· needs to submit two letters of recommendation regarding the applicant's personal and academic achievements.

The average Coalition Scholarship grant is $1,000 per year.  Students awarded scholarships are eligible to apply for the following year, but their application will be considered along with all other new applicants for financial assistance.  Scholarship recipients are asked to provide a copy of their registration form, and are expected to keep the Coalition informed of their academic progress.

Applications should be sent to:
Ms. Edith K. Lauer, Chairperson

Hungarian American Coalition

818 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 850

Washington, DC  20006

If you are interested in contributing to this very worthwhile effort of assisting deserving Hungarian students with their college education in the US, please make your tax-deductible contribution to the Scholarship Fund.

News from Slovakia

Since our last issue of News from Slovakia, presidential elections have been held in Slovakia.  On May 29, 1999, Mr. Rudolf Schuster, the Government candidate and the popular former mayor of Kosice (Kassa), was elected President, defeating former Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar, the opposition candidate.  Mr. Schuster received 57.18% of the vote, while Mr. Meciar received 42.82%. It is interesting to note that 99% of the Hungarian vote - approximately 300,000 votes -  went to Mr. Schuster, who received 433,839 more votes than Mr. Meciar.  Mr. Schuster, who in addition to Slovak, speaks German and Hungarian, pledged to be the President of all Slovaks, including members of minorities.
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COALITION PROJECT UPDATE continued

CSEMADOK and Hungarian Coalition Party Honor US Ambassador Ralph Johnson

On May 24, 1999, CSEMADOK, the Hungarian Social and Cultural Association of Slovakia, invited several leaders of the Hungarian Coalition Party for a farewell luncheon for departing US Ambassador to Slovakia, Mr. Ralph Johnson.  In addition to the current leadership of CSEMADOK, the event was attended by its former President, Dr. Viktor Bauer, President of the Hungarian Coalition Party Bela Bugar, Deputy Prime Minister Pal Csaky, Representative Laszlo Koteles, State Secretary Edit Bauer, Madach Posonium President, Laszlo Dobos, Izabella Jeg, Laszlo Juhasz, and Edith Lauer, Chairperson of the Board of the Hungarian American Coalition.

Dr. Bauer thanked Ambassador Johnson for his outspoken defense of democratic principles including the defense of minority rights in Slovakia.  He presented the Ambassador with a certificate recognizing his special contribution to the democratization of Slovakia along with a medal issued on the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the founding of CSEMADOK.  Ambassador Johnson expressed his appreciation to the group, recognizing the Hungarian parties' valuable contribution and cooperation in promoting democratic values, first in the opposition, and presently as a member of the government coalition.  He also thanked Edith Lauer and the Hungarian American Coalition for fulfilling the role of a US-based NGO in providing valuable information and contacts for both the US Mission and for the ethnic Hungarian community in Slovakia.

Ildiko Orosz Visits Six Hungarian-American Communities
Ms. Ildiko Orosz, a Hungarian community leader from Subcarpathian Ukraine, was invited by the Hungarian American Coalition and the Hungarian Communion of Friends to tour Hungarian American communities in the U.S.  Between April 5-22, 1999, Ms. Orosz visited New Brunswick, New Jersey, New York City, Cleveland, Ohio, Chicago, Illinois, Washington, DC, and Sarasota, Florida.  

In her lectures Ms. Orosz reported on the current situation of the 200,000 thousand-large ethnic Hungarian community of Subcarpathian Ukraine focusing on their efforts to promote native-language education, especially on the university level.  She called attention and asked for support for the dramatic struggle of a community committed to keeping its identity through maintaining its language and culture through the establishment of educational institutions to meet the community’s needs.

Ms. Orosz, who is President of the Teachers' Association of Subcarpathian Hungarians and is Director of the Teachers' College in Beregovo (Beregszasz), asked for support from the Hungarian American communities she visited to enable Hungarians in Ukraine to attend native-language higher education institutions.  Both Ms. Orosz and the Coalition are deeply grateful for the generosity of those who responded to Mr. Orosz's request.  

For your information, on average, a year of study at the Beregszasz Teacher's College costs $300.  When compared with the shocking figure of per capita annual income of $120-200, the dire need for help is immediately apparent.  If you want to be one of those who sponsors or contributes to the education of a Subcarpathian student, please send your contribution to the Hungarian American Coalition - Friends of Beregszasz Teacher's College.

The Fight Against Corruption and Transnational Crime

The Hungarian American Coalition is planning to hold a series of three conferences in three Hungarian cities on fighting corruption and transnational crime.  This project is planned for this Fall, that is, in late September or early October of 1999, and will be a joint program with a U.S. non-governmental agency, the New York-based International Law Institute’s Center for the Study of Corruption and the Batthyanyi Foundation, a Hungarian non-governmental agency, and with the cooperation of the Hungarian Ministry of Justice and the FBI Academy in Budapest.

5 ● Hungarian American Coalition ● June 1999
COALITION PROJECT UPDATE continued

Hungary’s integration into the European regional organizations, such as the recent NATO accession and the forthcoming membership in the European Union are positive developments that still require much work to be done.  Hungary’s efforts to achieve and enjoy the expected security and prosperity of a fully integrated nation are challenged and hampered, however, by the twin threats of corruption and transnational crime.  The government of Hungary, in cooperation with the US government has undertaken important programs to combat transnational crime and related problems.  But the campaign against crime and corruption also requires public understanding and support.  If the government is to succeed in shoring up citizens’ sense of security and trust in newly established democratic institutions, the government must improve the monitoring and control mechanisms of corruption.  To reinforce the political will, the public must be better informed about the cost and effects of crime and corruption on civil rights and the people’s pocket books.

The conference will focus on the following areas:

· Ethical conduct in governance and in the business sector; the role of public servants

· The short and long-term cost of corruption

· Transparency in procurement

· Transnational organized crime, drug trafficking, white collar crime, tax evasion and money laundering

· Law enforcement and civil right, tough law enforcement measures vs. individuals rights

Pre-conference polls will measure public understanding of these most prevalent forms of corruption, and the awareness and willingness of the public to take steps to correct the situation.  Conference proceedings will receive wide publicity through dissemination in electronic and print media.  And post-conference polls will measure possible changes in awareness and understanding of these problems by the public.

Members of the Coalition are encouraged to obtain information on this project and participate in it.  The conferences will address public officials, the business community and the public at large, including representatives of NGO’s.  Experts will identify and discuss the various forms of corruption and the means to combat them.  The conferences will also develop a “bill or rights” outlining the rights of ordinary citizens in their dealings with public officials.  Each conference will be followed by a town-hall meeting, allowing the general public to ask questions and voice their concerns.

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

Hungarian Scouts Association Abroad

The Hungarian Scouts Association Abroad (HSAA) held its biennial general meeting on April 10-11, 1999, in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.  Included in the reports, which covered the activities of the Association over the past two years, was one considered to be a first.  Namely, for the first time since the re-introduction of scouting in Hungary in 1989, Hungarian scouts from abroad and from Hungary (including girl scouts) attended as a joint contingent the 19th Scout World Jamboree in Chile, December 27, 1998 to January 7, 1999.  Approximately half of the contingent consisted of boys and girls from Hungary, the other half of boys and girls from Argentina, Brazil, and Venezuela.  HSAA Headquarters in the United States helped to coordinate logistics, and offered financial aid. 
International Foundation for Gynecologic Cancer Detection and Prevention

Dr. Istvan Nyirjesy is President of the International Foundation for Gynecologic Cancer Detection and Prevention.  The Foundation was created to help reduce cancer deaths by promoting screening and teaching techniques for early diagnosis.  They have worked with doctors and hospitals in towns such as Debrecen and Satoraljaujhely.  The Foundation not only provided demonstration projects in Hungary, but also has sponsored 
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the attendance of Hungarian doctors to participate in training programs in the United States.  They have also donated medical equipment to Hungarian hospitals.  The Foundation has been unable to obtain significant funding from governmental or public organizations; therefore, no costly projects are planned.  However, the Foundation will continue to teach and inform medical professional and the public of Central and Eastern Europe on cancer prevention and detection.

Internship at the National Committee of Hungarians from Slovakia

The National Committee of Hungarians from Slovakia had an intern in its Washington office during the first three month of the year.  Ms. Szilvia Kardos, from Parkany (Sturovo), who attends the Human Rights Program of the Central European University in Budapest, was awarded a three months scholarship by CEU to the American University in Washington, DC.  While in Washington, Szilvia attended American University and worked as a part-time intern for the National Committee of Hungarians in Slovakia drawing a stipend, funded by the organization’s members.  Among other tasks, she also helped with the editing of the Coalition's  News from Slovakia.
IN & OUT OF WASHINGTON

U.S. Department of State Special Briefing
NATO Initiative in the Former Yugoslavia was the topic of a special briefing in the U.S. Department of State held for representatives of non-governmental organizations on March 31, 1999.  The briefing and the discussion which followed centered on Kosovo Recent Developments, NATO Challenges, and United States Response to the Humanitarian Situation.  The presenters were high-ranking State Department officials, namely Lawrence Russels from the Bureau of European Affairs, Margaret Rivera House, Refugee Affairs, and Patrick Moon, NATO Affairs.  Included in the large group of NGO representatives, who attended, were Edward Chaszar and Bulcsu Veress from the Hungarian American Coalition.

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE COALITION

The Hungarian American Coalition is a not-for-profit 501©3 tax-exempt organization, registered in Washington, DC on August 20, 1991.

OUR MISSION:  The Coalition was established to mobilize and coordinate the talents and resources of its members and to promote the interests of Hungarian-Americans.

OUR GOALS
1. To  identify and promote the concerns and interests of the Hungarian-American community;

2. To  foster interest and appreciation in the United States for the history, education, and culture of Hungary, including its literature, arts, and scientific achievements;

3. To  encourage cultural and educational interaction between the people of the United States and Hungary;

4. To  protect and preserve the human and minority rights and cultural heritage of Hungarians throughout the world;

5. To  support democratic institutions and economic development in Hungary.

ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP:  The Coalition consists of organizational and individual members and operates in accordance with its Articles and Bylaws, under direction of its Board of Directors.  (These documents are provided upon request).

For additional information, please visit our homepage at:  http://www.hungary.com/hac

Newsletter editor: Janos Szekeres  Graphic Designer:  Patricia Olsavszky.  We are grateful to all those who contributed articles or information to this Newsletter.  "Nothing printed here is to be construed as an attempt to aid or hinder the passage of any legislation before the Congress of the United States or any other legislative body in the U.S. or abroad."
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