United Way Hungary Seeks Hungarian-American Volunteers

United Way Hungary is seeking out Hungarian-Americans willing to come to Hungary as volunteers through their Loaned Executive program.  This program allows executives to continue receiving their salary from their companies, but spend this period of time in Hungary helping UW to become an effective and important source of help for those who need it the most.   UW Hungary raises funds for their social-service programs addressing issues such as community development, mental health, youth development, shelter, food and clothing for the needy.  If you are interested in this program, or have any questions regarding UW Hungary, please contact Kristin Faurest, Executive Director, United Way Hungary, H-1026 Budapest, Filler u. 47/A, HUNGARY.  

Phone: (011 36 1) 316-3241    Fax: (011 36 1) 316-2619    E-mail: uwhun@c3.hu
Letter of Prof. Edward Chaszar to the Prime Minister of Hungary

Prof. Edward Chaszar, Secretary General of the National Committee of Hungarians from Slovakia, sent a letter to Mr. Victor Orban, Prime Minister of Hungary, urging the Hungarian government to insist in demanding rectification from their Slovak counterparts of the illegally diverted Danube into Slovak territory by the authorities of Czechoslovakia in 1992.  Prof. Chaszar noted in his letter that the diversion of the Danube was declared wholly illegal by the International Court of Justice in The Hague.  The ruling of the International Court, further noted Prof. Chaszar, does not therefore allow room for any interpretation in favor of a partial or negotiated diversion of the Danube, an international boundary between Slovakia and Hungary.

Speech of Mr. Eduard Kukan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Slovakia at the International Republican Institute, Washington, DC

On January 22, 1999 the speech by Mr. Kukan reflected the new tone of the coalition government which in September of 1998 took over from the government headed by Mr. Meciar.  The Foreign Minister underscored Slovakia’s desire to join NATO and to build good neighborly relations with the Visegrad countries.  He expressed his hope that the NATO Washington Summit will not only confirm its open-door policy, but will also send a positive message to the Slovak Republic in response to the changes in the Slovak political scene.

Kukan pointed out that the political atmosphere in Slovakia after the September elections has changed.  He mentioned the fact that the Hungarian minority got representation in the new Slovak government, which is a positive sign of a more democratic government coalition. He hopes that this fact is viewed by many abroad as a clear indication of the government’s intentions to pursue a more democratic policy towards its minorities.

Kukan also talked about the new government’s intentions to pursue a more transparent policy towards Russia. Slovakia wants to keep up friendly relations with the Russians. However, as Kukan said, Meciar’s policy towards Russia was evidently preferential and often not transparent, and that needs to be changed.

