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HUNGARY FORMALLY JOINS NATO 


On March 12, 1999, Hungary, Poland and the Czech Republic will formally join NATO at a ceremony held at the Harry S. Truman Library in Independence, Missouri.  This is where in 1949 President Truman announced the creation of NATO. The ceremony, which will be hosted by Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, will be attended by a small group of ethnic community representatives.  Several Coalition members have been invited to attend this historic occasion.

The weekend-long celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of NATO's founding as well as a NATO Summit will be held in Washington, DC on April 23-25, 1999.  Forty-four heads of state - including the now nineteen NATO member countries - will participate in ceremonial and working sessions.

The Coalition actively participated in the NATO enlargement process by playing an influential role in Washington, DC and promoting the expansion of the Alliances to include Hungary. The Coalition also coordinated its efforts with other influential groups by becoming a lead member of the Central and East European Coalition and the NATO Enlargement Working Group, an ad hoc group of ethnic, religious, veteran, business and union organizations. The Coalition also sponsored a series of conferences in Hungary of NATO memberships.  These conferences preceded the national referendum on NATO membership and facilitated a full exchange of diverse views on Hungary’s potential role in the Alliance.  

CEEC TRIUMPHANT IN ADVOCACY FOR NATO ENLARGEMENT

HUNGARIAN AMERICAN COALITION LEADING PARTICIPANT


“Nineteen U.S. ethnic groups, under the banner of the Central and Eastern European Coalition (“CEEC”), bombarded the Senate with letters and phone calls on behalf of Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic in connection with the enlargement of NATO, declared U.S. News & World Report on May 11, 1998.  The CEEC also repeatedly met with senior government and White House officials, including President Clinton, congressional leaders, members of the press and the leadership of the Democratic and Republican Parties.  It engaged in other activities that highlighted the need to expand NATO, such as organizing a conference which was held in the Hart Senate Office Building in April 1997 and sponsoring a Capitol Hill reception in September 1996 to honor Senators and Members who had spoken out in favor of enlargement.


The Hungarian American Coalition (the "Coalition") became a lead member of the CEEC with respect to NATO and was represented by Executive Board member Frank Koszorus, Jr.  For example, the Coalition testified in favor of a NATO expansion bill on behalf of the CEEC before the Committee on International Relations of the U.S. House of Representatives in June 1996.  Congressman James A. Leach (R-IA) characterized the Coalition’s testimony as “one of the most thoughtful statements the committee has received.”  During the debate on the bill, Committee Chairman Benjamin Gilman (R-NY) expressed his gratitude to the CEEC for supporting the legislation: “the CEEC has provided invaluable insights to the Committee on the economic, political and security concerns of Central and Eastern Europe.”

The Coalition was invited to be part of a joint Department of Defense/Department of State NATO fact finding mission to Europe in October 1997.  Thereafter, in November 1997, the Coalition testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on NATO enlargement and the need to protect ethnic minorities to ensure stability and security.  The CEEC also initiated a program to coordinate its NATO enlargement efforts with other non ethnic organizations, such as veteran groups and business leaders.  This effort culminated in the establishment of the NATO Enlargement Working Group.  The Coalition was appointed chair of the Steering Committee of the Working Group which added its name to those who strongly supported expansion.


Following the overwhelming victory in the Senate in favor of expanding NATO, the CEEC, with the ongoing participation of the Coalition, has unequivocally resolved to advocate the continued expansion of the Alliance and U.S. engagement in Central and Eastern Europe.  

COALITION PROJECT UPDATE
DUNA TV

The Coalition continues to pursue its long-held objective of bringing DUNA TV, a Hungarian language cultural and news program, to the United States.  The project has been endorsed by Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, and has a great potential for success.  The Hungarian American Coalition is currently completing a market survey to determine the number and program preferences of potential viewers. As part of Hungary's constitutional mandate to establish a relationship with the millions of ethnic Hungarians living beyond its borders, DUNA TV began its operations in 1992.  The corporation, based in Budapest, Hungary, is owned by the Hungarian Television Foundation established by the government.  The main objectives of DUNA TV are the following:

- to foster the relationship between Hungary and ethnic Hungarian communities living outside Hungary;

- to provide these Hungarian minority communities with up-to-date information on economic, political and cultural topics; and to contribute to the strengthening of ties with the neighboring peoples; and to create an atmosphere of mutual esteem among them.

The coordination of the US marketing efforts would be done through the Hungarian American Coalition, which would undertake the following tasks:

- Mobilize the national organizations by implementing a system of “financial incentives to obtain subscribers,        sponsors and underwriters.”

- Assist with negotiations involving cable companies and satellite carriers in the resolution of technical issues       related to the broadcasting and distribution of DUNA TV programs.  

- Assist DUNA TV in preparing special programs to fulfill the particular needs of the Hungarian American communities.  These needs are particularly acute in the area of Hungarian language instruction.
USAID-funded Casemapping Education Project for Hungarian Hospitals

An innovative Casemapping Project designed by two hospital management experts, Coalition Board member, George Pogan, and his colleague, Geoffrey Liss, was implemented In Hungary last November with the support of an USAID grant of $72,000.  The project objective was to provide Hungarian hospitals with improved quality and financial management tools. Between November 10 and 24, 1998, Project Director, George Pogan and Project Consultant, Geoffrey Liss, successfully conducted a series of two-day seminars designed to teach methods of casemapping in Hungarian hospitals in Csorna, Vas County, Budapest, Debrecen and Karcag.  More than 150 professionals from 17 Hungarian hospitals participated in the seminars.  The Coalition served as administrator of the project.
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COALITION PROJECT UPDATES continued

The White House Internship by Ameritech

Since 1994 Ameritech, the Chicago-based telecommunication company with a strong presence in Hungary, has generously provided funding to the Coalition to administer The White House Internship Program. In that time young Hungarian Americans have participated in this excellent program. In her letter to Ameritech and the Coalition Ms. Kovalszki reflected on her White House experience:

“My internship at the White House was invaluable for several reasons.  My close connection to the public sentiment, whether of the children or adults of this nation, allowed me to better understand the variety of opinions people hold on many issues. Furthermore, the involvement itself of these people demonstrated the enormous influence the people hold over their government.  The meticulous attention given to each and every expression of concern from the public reaffirmed my conviction that the government is not an impenetrable institution oblivious to its citizens, but one which exists for, and is molded by, its people.”

The Coalition intern for the winter session of 1999 is Ms. Andrea Görög, from Seattle, WA.

News from Slovakia – Bi-monthly Newsletter

Our bi-monthly publication, News from Slovakia, continues to provide information to Washington decision-makers and members of the press on the political, economic and social conditions affecting the 600,000-strong 
Hungarian minority in Slovakia.  Special thanks are due Dr. Ede Chaszar of the National Committee of Hungarians from Slovakia for collecting and editing available information since we began to publish the News from Slovakia in January 1997.

1999 Educational Program Directory

The Coalition has updated and completed the 1999 Program Directory for Educational Opportunities and Resources Pertaining to Hungary.  This publication is the 3rd edition and updated version of the Program Directories released in 1993 and 1995.  It is intended to serve as a resource to individuals, organizations, and institutions interested in learning about the wide range of education, training and exchange programs available to Hungarians in the United States and for Americans in Hungary.  The Directory is available to all interested parties at a price of $12.00 plus $3.00 for shipping.  To order or for further information, please contact Ms. Patricia Olsavszky at (202) 296-9505. 

Coalition Awards Four University Scholarships

The Hungarian American Coalition Scholarship Fund selected four candidates for financial assistance for the academic year of 1998-99.  They include: Agnes Frehr, John Carroll University, Cleveland, Ohio;  Kornel Romada, Northwest Missouri State University in Maryville, Missouri; Krisztina Tillinger, American University, Washington DC;  Andras Varadi, Randolph-Macon College, Virginia.

The Coalition is grateful to the following individuals and organizations for support of the Scholarship Fund:

Lajos Loiczly, Drs. Jeanette and Glenn Brown, Peter Kurz, Edith and John Lauer, The Metroplex Club of Dallas, Dr. Istvan Nyirjesy, Sandor Taraszovics, Dr. Abraham Andras, Nora Szabo, The Kossuth Club of Sarasota, Dr. Zoltan Polony, Tamas Csoboth, Eugene and Eszter Petzrik.

If you wish to join the supporters of this program, please send your tax-deductible contribution to the Washington office: Hungarian American Coalition, Scholarship Fund.
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COALITION PROJECT UPDATES continued


US Ambassador to Romania, Jim Rosapepe Meets with Hungarian American Leaders

Last September and October Ambassador Rosapepe visited Cleveland, Chicago and Detroit.  At his request the Coalition facilitated meetings with Hungarian community leaders in all three locations.  In Cleveland Coalition President Edith Lauer organized the meeting, in Detroit Dr. Peter Kovalszki, and in Chicago, Coalition Board Member Sandor Kremer.
In January, 1999, the Ambassador visited Western cities and again expressed his interest in meeting with and 

discussing issues of interest to Hungarian American community leaders.  Meeting organizers and facilitators included  Ms. Sue Hegyvary and Mrs. Helen Szablya in Seattle,  Mrs. Eva Voisin and Otto Avvakumovits  in San Francisco and Dr. Lajos Elteto in Oregon.

Each of these meetings is a part of a continuing dialogue between the US Administration and Hungarian American communities.  Topics discussed included the restitution of confiscated church properties, change of 

laws which restrict Hungarian-language education, the question of establishing a Hungarian university, the need for the US Mission to reach out to the ethnic Hungarian community, through hiring of Hungarian speakers at the Mission and the American Consulate in Cluj, and through regularly scheduled visits to ethnic-Hungarian inhabited areas by Ambassador Rosapepe.
Traditional Coalition Weekend Held in Washington DC

White House Briefing, Mikulas Dinner, Annual and Board Meetings Held
For the sixth year the Hungarian American Coalition held its annual activities for members in Washington, DC on the weekend of December 4-5,1998.  Events included the traditional White House Briefing by US government officials on issues of interest to Coalition Members.  The Mikulas Dinner held at the Hungarian Embassy featured special guest Zsolt Nemeth, Political State Secretary of the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

At its December 5 Annual and Board Meetings, the Coalition's leadership reported on last year's accomplishments and discussed goals for the coming year.  The group thanked Rev. Imre Bertalan, Chairman, for his leadership and contributions to the Coalition and elected him Honorary President.  Edith Lauer was elected as the new Chairman of the Board and the Hon. Peter Ujvagi was elected President.

Newly elected Board Members include Istvan Fuzesi and Dr. Agnes Huszar Vardy.  The Coalition welcomed two new organizational members:  the Geauga Magyar Cultural Society of Ohio and the Hungarian American Club of New Mexico.

Coalition Begins Membership Drive:  Matching grant offered

The Coalition seeks new members to widen the base and grow the programs of the organization.  Because a generous supporter has pledged to match each new or increased contribution made to the Coalition by March 31st, this is the time to join!  With your help we can build a strong and viable organization to pass on to the next generation of Hungarian-Americans after 2000! You will find the application for membership on the last page of this Newsletter.  Won't you tear it off, send it in with your Membership, join our group today?

Coalition Files Special Report for 1998 OSCE Meeting on Human Dimension

The 1998 OSCE Meeting on the Human Dimensions was held in Warsaw in October.  Under the direction of Chairman Frank Koszorus, Jr., the Coalition's Information Committee filed a memorandum with the US
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COALITION PROJECT UPDATES continued

delegation entitled "The Hungarian Minorities of Yugoslavia, Slovakia, Romania and Ukraine."  Contributors included Prof. Edward Chaszar, Beata Kovacs-Nas, Prof. Andrew Ludanyi and Csaba K. Zoltani. The memorandum addressed the failure of Yugoslavia, Slovakia, Romania, and Ukraine to live up to their Human Dimension commitments.  It also urged the US delegation to raise these failures forcefully in an effort to persuade the four states to conform their policies and practices to the Human Dimension standards governing treatment of minorities.

Coalition and Hungarian Communion of Friends Co-sponsors Ildiko Orosz Visit to US

In an effort to acquaint Hungarian American communities with the challenges facing the 160,000-strong Subcarpathian Hungarian community of Ukraine, the Hungarian American Coalition, together with the Hungarian Communion of Friends is making arrangements for an April visit by Ildiko Orosz to several US cities.  Ms. Orosz, has also been invited to speak at the American Hungarian Educators Association 24th Annual Conference in Cleveland, Ohio, between April 8-11, 1999. 

 NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS
Computer Donations from Colorado Sent to Hungarian Schools in Six Countries

The Honorary Consulate of Hungary in Denver, under the direction of Eugene F. Megyesy, Jr., deserves special recognition for having organized and arranged the donation of 412 computers and 39 printers to needy high schools in Hungary, Croatia, Slovakia, Ukraine, Romania and Yugoslavia.  The computers were shipped from the US by the Air Force through a humanitarian assistance program of the US State Department and USAID.  After their arrival in Hungary they were distributed by the Knights of Lazarus.  This is the second shipment of computers that the Denver Consulate has sent to Hungary this year.

This remarkable effort was achieved through the cooperation of several contributing organizations, including ICN (Alkaloida) Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; Machine Design, Inc. (Nemeth Family); Ball Corp.; The Unitarian Church; Kossuth Club of Florida, the Lauer Family, and the Hungarian Club of Colorado, and of dedicated volunteers such as the Benko family of Denver and the Zoltan family of Detroit.

Kossuth Club in Sarasota, Florida Supports Culture and Education

The Kossuth Club of Sarasota, Florida, had an extremely successful year in 1998.  Two outstanding and well-attended concerts at the Sarasota Opera House featured young Hungarian artists from the Liszt Academy of Music.  With their excellent organizational skills, the Kossuth Club was able to promote not only appreciation for Hungarian musical tradition, but also to use the income of the concerts to the benefit of the Liszt Academy in Budapest. The Kossuth Club also supports Hungarian students who study at US universities through their contribution to the Coalition Scholarship Fund.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

United Way Hungary Seeks Hungarian-American Volunteers

United Way Hungary is seeking Hungarian-Americans willing to come to Hungary as volunteers through their Loaned Executive program.  This program allows executives to continue receiving their salary from their companies, but spend this period of time in Hungary helping UW to become an effective and important source of help for those who need it the most.   UW Hungary raises funds for their social-service programs addressing 

issues such as community development, mental health, youth development, shelter, food and clothing for the 
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needy.  If you are interested in this program, or have any questions regarding UW Hungary, please contact

Kristin Faurest, Executive Director, United Way Hungary, H-1026 Budapest, Filler u. 47/A, HUNGARY.  Phone: (011 36 1) 316-3241    Fax: (011 36 1) 316-2619    E-mail: uwhun@c3.hu
IN & OUT OF WASHINGTON

Speech of Mr. Eduard Kukan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Slovakia at the International Republican Institute, Washington, DC

On January 22, 1999 the speech by Mr. Kukan reflected the new tone of the coalition government which in September of 1998 took over from the government headed by Mr. Meciar.  The Foreign Minister underscored Slovakia’s desire to join NATO and to build good neighborly relations with the Visegrad countries.  He expressed his hope that the NATO Washington Summit will not only confirm its open-door policy, but will also send a positive message to the Slovak Republic in response to the changes in the Slovak political scene.

Kukan pointed out that the political atmosphere in Slovakia after the September elections has changed.  He mentioned the fact that the Hungarian minority got representation in the new Slovak government, which is a positive sign of a more democratic government coalition. He hopes that this fact is viewed by many abroad as a clear indication of the government’s intentions to pursue a more democratic policy towards its minorities.

Letters from members of National Committee of Hungarians in Slovakia to

the Prime Minister of Hungary

Members of the National Committee of Hungarians from Slovakia, sent letters to Mr. Viktor Orban, Prime Minister of Hungary, urging the Hungarian government to insist in demanding rectification from their Slovak counterparts of the illegally diverted Danube into Slovak territory by the authorities of Czechoslovakia in 1992.  The writers of the letters emphasized that the diversion of the Danube was declared wholly illegal by the International Court of Justice in The Hague.  The ruling of the International Court, noted the authors of the letters, does not allow room for any interpretation in favor of a partial or negotiated diversion of the Danube, an international boundary between Slovakia and Hungary.

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE COALITION

The Hungarian American Coalition is a not-for-profit 501©3 tax-exempt organization, registered in Washington, D.C. on August 20, 1991.

OUR MISSION:  The Coalition was established to mobilize and coordinate the talents and resources of its members and to promote the interests of Hungarian-Americans.

OUR GOALS
1. To  identify and promote the concerns and interests of the Hungarian-American community;

2. To  foster interest and appreciation in the United States for the history, education, and culture of Hungary, including its literature, arts, and scientific achievements;

3. To  encourage cultural and educational interaction between the people of the United States and Hungary;

4. To  protect and preserve the human and minority rights and cultural heritage of Hungarians throughout the world;

5. To  support democratic institutions and economic development in Hungary.

ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP:  The Coalition consists of organizational and individual members and operates in accordance with its Articles and Bylaws, under direction of its Board of Directors.  (These documents are provided upon request).

Newsletter editor: Janos Szekeres  Graphic Designer:  Patricia Olsavszky.  We are grateful to all those who contributed articles or information to this Newsletter.  "Nothing printed here is to be construed as an attempt to aid or hinder the passage of any legislation before the Congress of the United States or any other legislative body in the U.S. or abroad."
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS OF MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

March 14
Zoltan Nyeste, past president of the Magyar Oregdiak Szovetseg - Bessenyei Gyorgy Kor will deliver the keynote address at the 1848 Revolution Commemoration of New Brunswick's (NJ) Hungarian Athletic Club.

March 14
Hungarian Federation of Metropolitan Washington, DC.  Commemoration of the 1848 Revolution at the American University, with Ambassador Geza Jeszenszky as the keynote speaker.

March 24
Central and East European Coalition.  Reception honoring Senator William Roth, Senator Joseph Biden, Representative Sonny Callahan, and  Representative Nancy Pelosi.  The Hungarian American Coalition will recognize Senator Biden at the event.

 April 7
The Magyar Oregdiak Szovetseg - Bessenyei Gyorgy Kor. Lecture Series at Rutgers Universitiy: Orosz Ildiko, Director of the Teacher's College and President of the Educator's Association of Karpatalja:  "Hungarian Education in Ukraine."

April 8-11
American Hungarian Educators Association 24th Annual Conference.  At John Carroll University, Cleveland, Ohio.  For information contact: Katherine Gyekenyesi Gatto at (216) 397-4672.

April 10-11
Biennial General Meeting of the Hungarian Scouts Association Abroad.  Hamilton/Ontario, Canada.

April 17
The Magyar Oregdiak Szovetseg - Bessenyei Gyorgy Kor.  Lecture Series at Rutgers University: Tibor Beder, Hargita County's Commissioner of Education and Zoltan Sido, President of Slovakia's Hungarian Educator's Association:  "Hungarian Education in Romania and Slovakia."

April 24
A Celebration of the Spirit of NATO - Washington, DC. Co-sponsored by the Hungarian American Coalition and the Potomc Foundation.

April 26
Magyar Club of Cleveland. Elections and meeting at Quinn's Restaurant in Solon, Ohio with a Prime Rib Buffet.  A student from Miskolc who is being supported by the club will be our guest.

May 1
Geauga Magyar Cultural Society, Anniversary Dance at St. John's Church, Solon, OH, with music by The Hungarians.

May 29-30
Hungarian Scouts Association Abroad. North American Patrol Competition.  Sik Sandor Scout Park, Filmore, NY.

July 10-31
Hungarian Scouts Association Abroad.  Summer School Camp.  Sik Sandor Scout Park, Filmore, NY.

August 12-22
Hungarian Scouts Association Abroad. Leader Training Courses for Patrol Leaders, Assistant Scoutmasters and Scoutmasters.  Sik Sandor Scout Park, Filmore, NY.  Special courses in Hungarian literature and culture.

August 14-21
Hungarian Communion of Friends.  Conference at Lake Hope, Ohio: "Building the future of our Hungarian community in America."
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SLOVAKIA 2000

The Coalition has long been committed to assisting in the development of civil societies Central and East Europe, with a particular emphasis on countries where large indigenous Hungarian minority communities exist. Currently the Coalition is concentrating on Slovakia, with an objective to help the country integrate into Western institutions. 

The PARTNERSHIP 2000 project has been designed to provide leadership training for ethnically diverse Slovak communities.  With the knowledge that stable, democratic, free-market societies are built on the local grassroots level, the importance of identifying and training diverse leaders for Slovak communities is certain to advance democratic development.

The Coalition project intends to adapt a leadership training model that has been successful in the US as a way of integrating various segments of a community to work toward a common objective. Training is provided to business, government and non-profit leaders, greatly benefiting both participants and the community In the case of ethnically mixed communities in Slovakia, by creating opportunities for cooperation among all participants, PARTNERSHIP 2000 will advance inter-ethnic understanding between majority and minority participants.

.

In such programs, leaders from various professions are selected to form a “class,” which usually includes 20-50 members.  With the administrative assistance of a small staff, they meet once a month for a full day session to examine and discuss issues affecting the whole community, such as education, public health, media, crime, social services, business development, etc.

The first year’s program should be comprised of six sessions. The programs will likely begin in February 1999.

.
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