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CELEBRATING THE HUNGARIAN MILLENIUM: 

ONE THOUSAND YEARS OF NATIONHOOD

On January 1, 2000, the Holy Crown of St. Stephen was transferred in a solemn ceremony from the National Museum to the Hungarian Parliament.  Thus began the celebration of Hungary's Millenium, making 1,000 years of nationhood.

President Arpad Goncz referred to the Crown "as a symbol of continuity of the state of Hungary."  Prime Minister Orban spoke of history as a "giant river of time" as he recalled Hungary's survival against overwhelming odds through centuries of struggle, subjugation and sacrifice.  Throughout those years the Hungarian Crown served as a living symbol of the nation's will, unity and legitimacy.  "It was the Holy Crown that created the opportunity for Hungary to join Europe 1,000 years ago, and as such is better seen as a living symbol of the state and national unity than as a museum relic," the Prime Minister declared.

In addition to a series of official celebrations hosted by the Hungarian Embassy in Washington, DC, Hungarian American communities all over the United States, including many Coalition member organizations, plan to organize festive events for this Special Year of the Millenium.  A list of visiting artists from Hungary will be kept at the Coalition's office, in the hope of coordinating invitations so they can participate in more than one Millenium event.

New York Governor George E. Pataki was the first to greet Hungary's Millenium with a proclamation in January, a copy of which is available at the Coalition Office.  All Coalition organizations are encouraged to seek similar proclamations from their state governor.

MARCH 15, 1848 COMMEMORATED

The Hungarian holiday of March 15 honors the ideals and heroes of the 1848 Hungarian Revolution and War of Independence, when Hungarians tried to throw off Austrian rule.  Although the Revolution was crushed when the Austrians asked for help from the Russian Czar, it eventually led to the Compromise of 1867, which created the Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary.

Since the fall of communism in Hungary in 1990, March 15th is fully celebrated as a historic precursor to the Revolution and Freedom Fight in 1956, when once again, Hungarian revolutionaries fought for the independence of their country, this time from Soviet imposed communist rule.

CENSUS 2000 BEGINS ON APRIL 1, 2000

The Hungarian American Communities Must be Counted

You may have received or will soon receive the U.S. Census 2000 form in the mail.  Most people will receive the short form.  One, out of each 6 people, will receive a long form.  It is critically important that, if you have the long form, to please fill out questions 10 and 11 which appear on page 4 of the questionnaire.

We present here questions number 10 and 11 of the long form, Form D-2 of the Census Bureau:
10. What is this person's ancestry or ethnic origin?

(For example: Italian, Jamaican, African Am., Cambodian…and so on.)

11. a. Does this person speak a language other than English at home?

(Choice of yes or no)  If yes,

b.What is this language?

(For example: Korean, Italian, Spanish, Vietnamese)

  If you have not received your form please contact your local Census Office through the web http:// www.census.gov

According to the last Census where national origin could be indicated, there were approximately 1.6 million American of Hungarian origin.  It is critically important that as many as possible answer the ancestry or national origin question.  We need to know our numbers to know our political strength and have the opportunity to receive benefits in Federal, state and local funding programs.  As census-based data is also essential to economic and public policy, it is extremely important for us to have a full count of US citizens and residents of Hungarian origin.

Job Opportunities for Census Takers

Temporary workers are being recruited to work with the Census Bureau at competitive salaries ranging from $8.25 to $18.25 an hour.  Individuals interested in applying for a census job may call 1-888-325-7733.  US citizenship is not required for these positions.  By taking a job with the Census Bureau you can help yourself and your community by counting your fellow Hungarian American!  For more information, please visit the website http://www.census.gov/jobs2000.
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COALITION PROJECT UPDATE

The White House Internship Program by Ameritech

The Coalition has applied to SBC Communications, the company that completed a merger with Ameritech, for continued funding of The White House Internship Program by Ameritech.  The deadline for applications for the Summer, 2000 internship session was February 15th.  Program Chairman, Dr. Andras Ludanyi, selected Mr. Steven Gyeszli, of College Station, Texas, as the Coalition’s candidate for the Summer internship scheduled to last May 17-August 25, 2000.

This excellent partnership of Ameritech, a leading business innovator in Hungary, and the Hungarian American Coalition, a major non-profit ethnic organization, has served a common objective: the development of future leaders for both the business and non-profit sectors.  Since the inception of the program in 1996 fifteen young Hungarian Americans have served as White House interns.

Coalition Scholarship Fund

In 1997 the Hungarian American Coalition established a Scholarship Fund to provide partial scholarships each year to 2-4 Hungarian students for study at U.S. colleges and universities.

Applicants must be a citizen of Hungary, or a member of an ethnic Hungarian community in Slovakia, Romania, Vojvodina, Serbia or Ukraine; must have gained admission as a full-time student to a U.S. college or university;  should provide proof of scholarship and other source of financial support;  should provide record of outstanding academic standing;  and are asked to submit two letters of recommendation regarding the applicant’s character  and academic achievements.  Deadline for applications:  May 31, 2000.

Special Scholarship Established in Honor of Dr. Elemer Kiss
This year a special Scholarship was established in memory of Dr. Elemer Kiss of Chevy Chase, Maryland.  Dr. Kiss, who died on January 30, 2000, at the age of 90, was a member and supporter of the Hungarian American Coalition since its founding.  Because of his life-long commitment to education, members of his family and friends established a Scholarship Fund to honor his memory.  His wife, Eva Kiss, and his daughters, Edith Lauer and Nora Szabo, are grateful for the generous support of everyone who contributed to the Dr. Elemer Kiss Scholarship Fund.
SAVE THE DATE:  June 4-7, 2000

Political Action Workshop to be Held in College Park, Maryland
Attend the Political Action Workshop on June 4-7, 2000, to be held at the University of Maryland this year: 

· Learn how to effectively communicate and promote your views on human rights and minority issues in Central and Eastern Europe;

· Meet specialists in government relations, policy makers, grassroots politics, and the media as they share their knowledge and techniques during this Workshop;

· Find out how the Democratic and Republican Party view issues of interest to the Hungarian American community.

For more information, or to find out about a limited number of “Workshop scholarships,” please call Dr. Andrew Ludanyi at (419) 772-2097, or the HAC Office at (202) 296-9505.
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COALITION PROJECT UPDATE continued
News from Slovakia

Our bi-monthly publication, News from Slovakia, continues to provide news of special interest about the 600,000-large ethnic Hungarian community of Slovakia.  Many thanks to Prof. Ede Chaszar for his ongoing efforts to gather the news about important political, minority, and human rights issues in Slovakia.  Coalition members who are interested in getting this bi-monthly publication should call Patricia Olsavszky in our Washington Office and ask to be put on the mailing list.

Washington, D.C. visit of Dr. Laszlo Jozsa of Vojvodina

Dr. Laszlo Jozsa, Vice President of the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians of Vojvodina, visited Washington from November 30 to December 6, 1999.  The visit co-sponsored by the Hungarian American Coalition and the Hungarian Human Rights Foundation and assisted by the Hungarian Americans for Human Rights in Delvidek included meetings with government officials and the non-governmental (NGO) community.  During talks with staff at Congress, State Department, National Security Council, and NGOs, Dr. Jozsa described the current situation of the Hungarian minority in Vojvodina, emphasizing their potential key role in helping to achieve the democratization of Serbia.  Dr. Jozsa was also a distinguished guest of the Coalition’s annual Mikulas Dinner held at the Embassy of Hungary on December 3.

Coalition Leaders Participate in Teleconference

 with Romanian Foreign Minister

On January 27, 2000, during his visit to Washington, DC, Romanian Foreign Minister, Petre Roman, participated in a 35 minute-long conference call which included Coalition Chairman, Edith Lauer, Executive Committee members Frank Koszorus Jr. and Laszlo Hamos, and Romanian American Congress President, Armand Scala.  Topics discussed included the following:  the Hungarian American community's interest in continuing a constructive dialogue with Minister Roman concerning minority rights; a request that a liaison be named to facilitate this dialogue; expression of concern that ethnic Hungarians are not represented in the Romanian Department of State; and a request to give more serious and positive consideration to the reestablishment of a Hungarian-language university.

Scholarships for Study in Hungary

The Hungarian government is offering twenty scholarships for the 2000/2001 academic year to qualified Hungarian youths over 19 in the Western Hemisphere who would like to study Hungarian language, culture, history, art, and other related subjects on advanced level.  The scholarships cover tuition, room and board for two semesters.  For information and application forms call Dr. Gabor Tarjan at 973) 772-8810, or fax to (973) 772-5145, before March 31, 2000.

Tony Curtis Donates Artwork to Coalition

Hungarian-born actor, Tony Curtis, is also an accomplished artist.  When Coalition Chairman Edith Lauer, met Mr. Curtis on the occasion of President Goncz’s June 8th visit to the White House, she told him about the work of the Coalition and asked for his support.  Subsequently, Mr. Curtis donated one of his signed and numbered limited edition prints, entitled “Primavera” to the Hungarian American Coalition.  Mr. Peter Varhegyi, a prominent Chicago businessman, recently acquired this work of art for his collection.  We are deeply grateful to Mr. Curtis for his generous support to our organization!
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

Father Istvan Mustos and Reverend Imre Bertalan Honored in Hungary

Congratulations to Rev. Imre Bertalan, Honorary President of the Hungarian American Coalition, who was awarded the Officer's Cross of the Order of Merit and to Rev. Istvan Mustos, Vice President of the Coalition and Pastor of the Passaic St. Stephen Hungarian Church, who was awarded the Knight's Cross of the Order of Merit of the Hungarian Republic by Hungarian President Arpad Goncz on February 4, 2000, for their outstanding contribution during many decades to the religious, cultural and language identity of Hungarian American communities.

Dr. Stephen Gergatz named Honorary Consul in Louisiana

Hungarian Ambassador to Washington Geza Jeszenszky officially named Dr. Stephen J. Gergatz to the post of honorary consul to New Orleans, LA, on December 14, 1999.  Gergatz, an ethnic Hungarian, has been in the U.S. since 1959, where he is a specialist in internal medicine and the author of numerous professional articles.  

Hungarians live in many parts of the U.S., but the only real Hungarian settlement is in Louisiana, where the town of Arpadhon was established 103 years ago and currently has a cultural association with 150 members. 

Dr. Peter Forgach – Calasanctius Training Program

Dr. Peter W. Forgach will host a Gala Dinner in Buffalo, New York, on March 25, 2000, when the Calasanctius Training Program and its Alumni will express their appreciation to institutions and individuals that made this program possible.  This program was founded in October 1995 to provide university placement and training in the US for Hungarian Catholic and Protestant students.

Magyar Club of Cleveland Marks 75th Anniversary

On December 11, 1999, the Magyar Club of Cleveland held its 75th Anniversary Celebration.  During the elegant Gala Dinner President Agoston Molnar of the New Jersey-based American Hungarian Foundation presented the prestigious Abraham Lincoln Award to the Magyar Club of Cleveland in recognition of the Club’s outstanding contribution to American life.  A program booklet was compiled to commemorate the event.

Cleveland Hungarian Historical Society Hosts Events

A special welcome to the Coalition’s newest organizational member: 

the Cleveland Hungarian Historical Society!
This active organization, established in 1985, presently has 280 members.  Its purpose is to preserve and disseminate Hungarian culture.  It operates the beautiful Hungarian Heritage Museum in Cleveland, which is presently housed in spacious temporary quarters in a shopping mall.  The Society has embarked on an endowment campaign to secure a permanent location for its extensive collection of Hungarian costumes, objects, its gift store, and for future exhibitions.

· On Saturday, January 22, 2000, the Cleveland Hungarian Heritage Museum hosted a delegation of the mayors and council presidents of Esztergom, Szekesfehervar, Visegrad and Veszprem in a Celebration of the Millennium of the Establishment of the Hungarian State.

· On March 4, 2000, the exhibition of “Hungarian Artists of the Immigration” opened at the Museum.
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· On Saturday, March 11th, the Museum together with Honorary Consul Laszlo Bojtos, the Hungarian Communion of Friends, and the Hungarian American Coalition hosted Hungarian Minister of Education and Culture, Mr. Zoltan Pokorni, for a conversation with the Cleveland Hungarian community.

25th Annual Meeting of the AMERICAN HUNGARIAN EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION

"Hungarians in North America and Abroad" May 24-27, 2000
Call for Papers:  A variety of topics may be explored which touch on Hungarians and Hungarian achievements outside of Hungary as well as any aspect of Hungarian life outside the current borders of the country. Papers can be in any discipline and will be organized into the following panels: HISTORY, LITERATURE, FOLKLORE, THE ARTS, SCIENCE AND SOCIAL SCIENCES. Comparative and interdisciplinary papers are encouraged. Anyone wishing to propose a panel should contact Peter Pastor or Eniko M. Basa 

PLACE: BUDAPEST, HUNGARY.  Lodgings are guaranteed in the KULTURINOVOT Hotel and Conference Center, Buda Castle District.  Sessions will be held there and at the TTI Center also in the Castle District.  Special Rates will be available for the hotel.  Discounted rates for flights will also be available.

Contact: Peter Pastor, Montclair State College, Upper Montclair, NJ 07043 Pastorp@mail.montclair.edu or Eniko M. Basa. 4515 Willard Ave. #2210S. Chevy Chase, MD 20815 eniko@ex-pressnet.com 

Major Changes at The Bethlen Home

After many years of service at the Bethlen Home, Rev. Paul Kovacs and his wife Edit retired in 1999.  The new Executive Director is Rev. Imre A. Bertalan, Jr., and the newly appointed administrator will be Michael Walker.

Changes planned for the Bethlen Home include the construction of a new building that will offer the most modern facilities for its residents, including an Assisted Living section.  The present building will be refurbished to accommodate Hungarian activities, meetings, youth camps, and eventually serve as a Hungarian Center.

The Magyar Club of Chicago

The traditional January 29th Annual Gala Ball, organized by the Magyar Club of Chicago, was an elegant and very successful event attended by 861 people. Funds from the proceeds of the Gala Ball as well as by individual donations enables the Magyar Club of Chicago to award seven college scholarships:  one for $1,500, one for $1,000, and five scholarships of $500 each to Chicago-area Hungarian American students active in the community.

Honored guests at the Ball included Ambassador Dr. Laszlo Molnar, the Consul General from New York, his wife, Dr. Katalin Doby, and a representative of Illinois Governor, George H. Ryan, who presented President Paul Varga a special commendation in recognition of 23 years of leadership in promoting Hungarian culture and education in the Chicago area.

On March 25, 2000, the Magyar Club of Chicago will hold its Annual Meeting and Election of Officers.

MBK – Magyar Barati Kozosseg 

Remenyseg Bal – Hope Gala Ball
Not even a weekend snowstorm could keep 160 guests away from the Fifth Remenyseg Bal held on February 19, 2000, in New Jersey.  Co-Chaired by Paulette Layton and Ilona Somogyi, the event was “dedicated to the celebration and advancement of a shared culture and heritage.”
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Continuing the tradition of honoring those in the Hungarian American community who have shown tireless dedication to Hungarian causes, this year’s Hope Gala Ball honored Ms. Gabriella (Memi) Mauthner of New York City and Dr. Otto Hamos of New Jersey.  Hungarian language elementary schools in the Kaloteszeg region of Transylvania, Romania, will benefit from the proceeds of the Ball.

Activities of the Minnesota Hungarians in 1999

The Minnesota Hungarians (M-H) had another eventful year in 1999.  The Farsang Dinner and Summer Picnic, the Commemoration of March 15, 1848, and of October 23, 1956, and the Magyar Christmas have become annually recurring programs.  The focus of the October 23 celebration was two Chicago poets: Ferenc Mozsi, who gave the festive address and Istvan Palinkas, who read of his poems in the program.  The M-H also collaborated with the APIC (Association of Practitioners in Infection Control) and of the State Department of Health professionals to accommodate Hungarian health professionals visiting Twin City infection control facilities and studying US practices in the field.

For two weeks in July the M-H assisted the Budapest Egressy Vocational and High School soccer team that participated in the annual US. Cup International Soccer Tournament in Blaine, MN. 

In November Dr. Geza Jeszenszky, Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary to the US visited the Twin Cities and besides his other programs met with the Minnesota Hungarians.  At the Annual Membership Meeting he presented the awards of the California Ethnic Leadership Council for outstanding work on NATO Enlargement to Dr. John Radzilowski, President of Polish American Cultural Institute of Minnesota, Paulette Will, President of Czech-Slovak Center, Agnes Fulop, President-, and Laszlo Fulop, Secretary of the Minnesota Hungarians and HAC Board Member. 

Hungarian Club of Colorado

The Hungarian Club of Colorado held a Mikulas party for Hungarian children.  It was attended by over 75 children, parents and grandparents.  The appearance of Mikulas and Krampusz was a good opportunity to share this custom with the youngest Hungarian American generation.

The New Year's Eve ("Szilveszter") dinner dance was attended by close to 200 Hungarians and many American friends.  It was particularly gratifying to see so many young people enjoying the evening.

The Club with the dedicated support of the Benko family and others continues its computer donation program to Hungarian schools.  So far over 1,000 computers have been shipped.  It is now in the process of shipping a semi-truck load of winter clothing to the Ukraine (Karpatalja) and Transylvania.

In February the Club hosted a trio of young Hungarian musicians visiting from Hungary.  The March 15th also commemorated the first anniversary of Hungary's joining the NATO alliance and it featured Ambassador Jeszenszky.  Future plans include millenium celebrations designed to instill pride in their Hungarian heritage in the next generation and to draw the media's attention to our history.

American Hungarian Federation of Metropolitan Washington, D.C.

Raises the Issue of Vojvodina
On December 30, 1999, the Federation's president, Frank Koszorus, Jr., submitted a letter to Ambassador Chris Hill, Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Southeast European Affairs, concerning the "Sense of the Congress with Respect to Ethnic Hungarians of Vojvodina."  The letter inquired whether the President had taken any of the actions urged by the nonbinding Sense of the Congress resolution concerning the Hungarian community of that region.  The Federation also mobilized an ad hoc coalition to write joint a letter to 
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Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright and National Security Advisor Samuel R. Berger.  The letter urged, among other things, the restoration of Vojvodina's autonomy as well as the regional autonomy of the various ethnic groups of the region.  In addition to the Federation, which prepared the letter, Jan Nowak, the Polish American Congress, the Slovak League of America, the Bulgarian Institute for Research and Analysis and several Baltic American organizations signed the letters.  Earlier, on November 11, 1999 the Federation sent a letter to Secretary Albright and National Security Advisor Berger congratulating them for meeting with Serb opposition leaders and inquiring "about the reason for the glaring absence of the Hungarian representatives among the invited Yugoslav opposition leaders."  The letter also called for the urgent delivery of humanitarian aid, particularly heating oil shipments, to Vojvodina as winter approached.

Seattle-Pecs Sister Cities Association

The Seattle Youth Symphony Orchestra, one of the nation's largest youth symphonies, with more than 600 young players up to the age of 23, announced that the Orchestra will be visiting Hungary in July of 2000.  The trip is part of the millennium celebrations, and will be primarily with Seattle's Sister City of Pecs.  The young musicians from Seattle will perform on Saturday, July 8 at a major Pecs concert hall.  On Sunday, July 9 as part of an international gala of youth symphonies, the Seattle group will perform with the Pecs Youth Symphony and the visiting Krakow [Poland] Youth Symphony.  They will also appear at Harmonia Hall of the Eotvos Lorand University together with the Bartok Bela Choir and Orchestra on July 5.

Trip and Concerts of the Concordia Hungarian Choir from Slovakia

Rev. Stefan Torok and Bishop Louis Medgyesi, the past and present presidents of the American Reformed Ministerial Association, organized a US tour for The Concordia Hungarian Choir from Slovakia.  The choir consists of 44 members and they are under the leadership of Mr. Laszlo Stubendek of Komarom.  The concerts are programmed from March 9 through March 30 and they will take place in Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, DC, Pennsylvania and Ohio.  For more information, please contact Bishop Louis Medgyesi at (440) 357-5203.

Sponsors of the Concordia Hungarian Choir are the American Hungarian Presbyters Association, the Hungarian Reformed Federation of America, the Hungarian Reformed Church in America, the Calvin Synod of the United Church of Christ and the Reformed Church of Christ.  In addition a number of civic organizations are co-sponsors, including The National Committee of Hungarians from Slovakia, the Hungarian American Coalition, the American Hungarian Federation, the American Council of the World Federation of Hungarians, and The William Penn Fraternal Association.

Hungarian Americans for Human Rights in Delvidek

Since its foundation in 1992 the Hungarian Americans for Human Rights in Delvidek (HAHRD) has acted decisively to help the Hungarian minority in Delvidek.  This is a population who has suffered 30,000 deaths, deportations and witnessed the flight of its youth.  This year 41 college students from the cities of Novi Sad and Subotica have requested HAHRD to help fund their studies. .  Each scholarship is in the amount of $240, which covers the expenses of a university student for a year.  

Please support the higher education of the young Hungarians of Delvidek by sending your donations to the HAHRD scholarship fund.  This long-suffering community needs our financial and moral support.  One of the best forms of support is to act promptly on behalf of those who want to follow on the footsteps of intellectual leaders such as writer Dezso Kosztolanyi. 

Please send your contribution to the treasurer of HAHRD, Mr. Frederick Kormoczy, 916 Darnell Street, Libertyville, IL 60048.  So far, 23 scholarships have been secured.  For further information please contact Mr. Sandor Kremer at SandorK@aol.com
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The Hungarian American Club of New Mexico
The Hungarian American Club of New Mexico has placed Hungarian embroidery on display at the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology at the University of New Mexico, and has hosted Hungarian balloonists in the Kodak International Balloon Fiesta for seven years.

In 2000, meetings are planned for May 14, October 22 and December 10 with a summer picnic yet to be arranged.  The Club's meetings generally commemorate Mother's Day, the 1848 and 1956 revolutions as well as Mikulas and Christmas.  Ongoing activities include: the History Group, Public Life Group, Film Club, language classes, and csardas classes.

Our World Trade Organization “Insiders”

In early December of  1999 the events surrounding the World Trade Organization (WTO) were prominent in the media but one of our Board members, Helen Szablya, and her husband, John, were insiders of the event acting as liaison officers for the eleven-member Hungarian delegation.  The idea of using liaison officers, one point of contact for each country, was excellent because it made the coordination of the event efficient and simple.  The liaison officers showed their ability by solving impending problems by themselves and had to find ways to contact people through tear gas and other obstacles.  Naturally, there were frustrations, such as constant changes, but the camaraderie and solidarity between liaisons made this event unforgettable!

The Szablyas appreciated particularly the efforts of Ralph Munro, Secretary of State and his Deputy Michelle Burkheimer and also the entire leadership of the Dignitaries and Protocol Committee.  The major lesson learned first hand was that the WTO Conference lacked two prerequisites for a smooth and well-run conference:  enough time for planning and a central coordinating authority for the entire conference. 

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE COALITION

The Hungarian American Coalition is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization, registered in Washington, DC on August 20, 1991.

OUR MISSION:  The Coalition was established to mobilize and coordinate the talents and resources of its members and to promote the interests of Hungarian-Americans.

OUR GOALS
1. To  identify and promote the concerns and interests of the Hungarian-American community;

2. To  foster interest and appreciation in the United States for the history, education, and culture of Hungary, including its literature, arts, and scientific achievements;

3. To  encourage cultural and educational interaction between the people of the United States and Hungary;

4. To  protect and preserve the human and minority rights and cultural heritage of Hungarians throughout the world;

5. To  support democratic institutions and economic development in Hungary.

ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP:  The Coalition consists of organizational and individual members and operates in accordance with its Articles and Bylaws, under direction of its Board of Directors.  (These documents are provided upon request).

For additional information, please visit our homepage at:  http://www.hungary.com/hac
Newsletter editor: Janos Szekeres  Graphic Designer:  Patricia Olsavszky.  We are grateful to all those who contributed articles or information to this Newsletter.  "Nothing printed here is to be construed as an attempt to aid or hinder the passage of any legislation before the Congress of the United States or any other legislative body in the U.S. or abroad."
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS IN ENGLISH ON HUNGARIAN THEMES

Csaba Teglas, Budapest Exit: A Memoir of Fascism, Communism, and Freedom 

An ideal book to share with family and friends to provide both an historic and personal insight into World War II, the Holocaust, the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, and the problems of minorities in the region from the Hungarian point of view.

In its July 1998 issue The Library Journal endorsed and recommended Budapest Exit.  By referring to this recommendation, you can request your local library to purchase this excellent book through which Americans can gain understanding of past and present events in Hungary and the region.

Helen M. Szablya, The Fall of the Red Star


It is a young adult historical novel about an illegally working scout troop in Hungary and their heroic fight during the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.  The book won first prizes from both the Washington Press Association and the National Federation of Press Women.  It can be ordered from the Coalition Office by sending $16 plus $3 for S & H for single and $15 plus $5 for S & H for multiple copies.

Dr. Andrew Simon, Made in Hungary: Hungarian Contributions to Universal Culture

A comprehensive overview of remarkable contributions made by Hungarians to virtually every field of science, culture, history, and sports.  Price: $39.95 for single, $27.95 for multiple copies, shipping included, from Simon Publications, P.O. Box 321, Safety Harbor, FL. 34695-0321.

Dr. Agnes Huszar Vardy, Mimi

An appealing family saga that illuminates Hungarian society and history at the time of World War II.  Can be ordered from the Coalition Office by sending $15.00 per copy, shipping included.

Dr. Janos Kubassek, Hungarian Hermit of the Himalaya - The Life of Sandor Korosi Csoma

At last available in English, a fascinating biography of Sandor Korosi Csoma, a great Hungarian explorer-traveler and linguist, born in Transylvania.  This remarkable man, known as the “patron Saint of Hungarian orientalists,” walked 12,000 miles in Eurasia and in 1834 his great work, The Tibetan-English Dictionary, was published in Calcutta. Price:  $22 shipping included, can be ordered from the Coalition’s Washington office.

What You Have Almost Forgotten:  Selected Poems by Gyula Illyes, Edited and translated by William Jay Smith


This book presents the work of one of Hungary's most famous poets.  Illyes' work is direct, vivid, colloquial and varied.  Throughout his life he fought injustice wherever he found it, and to promote passionately, and with the power and balance of his art, a civilized view of man.  Price: $14.95, ISBN: 1-880684-65-9.

Ruth Anderson, Barbed wire for sale: The Hungarian Transition to Democracy, 1988-1991

This book recounts the years that Ruth Anderson served as the Defense and Air Attaché at the American Embassy in Budapest, Hungary.  It is an evocative story, highlighting Hungary's key role in the fall of Communism in Europe and the subsequent ending of the Cold War.  Price: $22.00 (includes S & H).  Contact to order: poeticlicense@hotplaces.com or call (360) 893-4412.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS OF MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

April 7
Magyar Öregdiák Szövetség - Bessenyei György Kör, Hungarian Alumni Association lecture series, Hungarian Academy of Sciences Vice President Dr. Szilveszter Vizi, "Mit ér a tudós ha magyar", Rutgers University Student Center. Contact: Karoly Nagy. Tel: 732-548-3108 or ktnagy@aol.com.

April 7
"Költői Est." An evening of Hungarian Poetry in Washington, DC Varga Kata presenter.  For further information please call or write : Edit V.Velényi. at 202-328-2630 or email: Kossuthhouse@usa.net.  Or visit Kossuth House at :  www.kossuthhouse.org/khsc
As part of the Hungarian Millennial Days celebration the Kossuth Club of Sarasota announces the following events:

April 9 
Sunday, 3:00 p.m Art Exhibit.  Ribbon cutting ceremony followed by reception.  Venue: Sarasota Visual Arts Center, 707 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34236, Phone: 941-366-0585.  The exhibit is free and open to the public through April. 

April 9 
Sunday, 5:00 p.m. Organ concert* Performed by artists of the Franz Liszt Academy of Music from Budapest.  Venue: The Church of the Redeemer, 222 South Palm Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236.  Tickets: $15 for adults, $8 for students.  Phone: 941-955-6799.

April 10 
Monday, 2:00 p.m. Lecture.  Hungarian historical perspectives.  Speaker: Dr. Geza Jeszenszky, Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary.  Venue: New College of the University of South Florida, 5700 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34243.  The lecture is free and open to the public. 

April 11 
Tuesday, 8:00 p.m. Classical Concert* “The Music of Hungary” (Opera, operetta, and instrumental)  Performed by artists of the Franz Liszt Academy of Music from Budapest.  Venue: Sarasota Opera House, 61 N. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236.  Tickets: $35, $25, $15, Sarasota Opera Box Office, 941-366-8450.

*Proceeds from the concerts benefit the Franz Liszt Academy of Music.

May 27 - 28
Hungarian Scouts Association Abroad. Annual North American Scout Patrol Competition (örsi akadályverseny) in the Sik Sándor Scout Reservation, Fillmore, NY.  

July 8 - 29
Hungarian Scouts Association Abroad.  School Camp (Iskolatábor) for children, Fillmore, NY.

August 10 - 20
"Szent István" Jubilee Camp of the Hungarian Scouts Association Abroad, with participants from North and South America, Europe, and Australia.  Fillmore, NY.

For information about the scout events, please call (973) 772-8810 or fax to (973) 772-5145.

Board of Directors

Honorary President

Rev. Imre Bertalan

Chairman of the Board
Edith K. Lauer

Vice Presidents

George Dózsa

Imre Lendvai-Lintner

Rev. István Mustos

Dr. Balázs Somogyi

Rev. Dr. Francis Vitéz

Secretary
Julius Várallyay

Treasurer

Zsolt Szekeres

Legal Counsel
Géza Kádár, Jr., Esq.

Budapest Liaison
Szabolcs Szekeres

Board of Directors

ORGANIZATION MEMBERS

American-Hungarian Catholic Clergy Assoc.,

Rev. István Mustos

American-Hungarian Federation (AMSZ),

Frank Kapitan

American Hungarian Fed. of Metropolitan Washington, DC,

Frank Koszorús, Jr., Esq.

The Bethlen Home,

Rev. Paul Kovács

Calvin Synod of the United Church of Christ,
Rt. Rev. Louis Medgyesi

Committee for Danubian Research

Julius Várallyay

Hungarian Alumni Assoc.-Bessenyei Assoc.
Dr. Károly Nagy
Hungarian American Cultural Assoc., Inc.
Dr. Sándor Csizinszky

Hungarian Americans for Human Rights in Délvidék,
Sándor Krémer

Hungarian (Magyar) Club of Chicago, IL,
Paul Varga

Hungarian Club of Colorado,
Eugene Megyesy, Jr., Esq.

Hungarian Communion of Friends,
László Böjtös

Hungarian Club of Toledo,
The Hon. Peter S. Ujvági

Hungarian Human Rights Foundation,
László Hámos

Hungarian Reformed Church of America,
Bishop Sándor Forró

Hungarian Reformed Federation of America,
George Dózsa

Hungarian Scouts Association Abroad,
Kathleen Avvakumovits

Magyar Club of Cleveland,
Frank Dobos

Minnesota Hungarians, Inc.,
László Fülöp

National Committee of Hungarians from Slovakia,
Prof. George Olgyay

Seattle-Pécs Sister Cities Association,

Helen Szablya

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
Anne C. Bader

Rev. Imre Bertalan

Paul Fekete

Stephen Füzesi

Géza Kádár, Jr.

Edith K. Lauer

Prof. András Ludányi

László Papp

George Pogan

Zsolt Szekeres

Charles Vámossy

Dr. Ágnes Húszár Várdy

Dr. László Varjú

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE HUNGARIAN AMERICAN COALITION

Join this growing network of organizations and individuals!

Individual membership



Organizational membership

Student

$25

Regular

$50    ($100 family)

$200

Sponsor

$250 - $500


$500 - $1000

Patron

$501 - $1000


$1,001 - $2,500

Benefactor
$1,001 - $2,500+


$2,501 - $5,000+

Non-membership contribution    $ _____________________

Name (or organization): ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________
 State: ________________________  Zip: ______________________

Phone: _______________

Fax: __________________      E-mail address: __________________________

Please send this form with your annual membership fee to: 








Hungarian American Coalition








818 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 850









Washington, DC 20006









Tel: (202) 296-9505









Fax: (202) 775-5175

Hungarian American Coalition

818 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 850

Washington, DC 20006

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Go to the World Wide Web and check out the latest information on our Coalition at

http://www.hungary.com/hac
