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KOSSUTH COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE

150th Anniversary of His American Journey
Lajos Kossuth, a remarkable Hungarian revolutionary and political leader, came to the United States after the defeat of the 1848-49 Hungarian Revolution and War of Independence against Habsburg rule.  His trip, that lasted from December of 1851 to July of 1852 took the United States by storm.  He was called the "Nation's Guest." Kossuth visited about sixty cities and towns from New England to Louisiana delivering numerous speeches.  His goal was to acquaint Americans with the plight of Hungary and to ask for material support for the fight against Habsburg domination.
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Daguerrotype of Lajos Kossuth

In this 150th anniversary of the visit of Lajos Kossuth, Hungarian-Americans all over the U.S. have organized  commemorative celebrations.  This special issue of the Coalition Newsletter focuses on recalling some highlights of Kossuth's American journey.

KOSSUTH'S IDEALS AND CONTEMPORARY HUNGARY

by

Janos Szekeres

We, Hungarian-Americans who are commemorating the journey to the United States by Lajos Kossuth 150 years ago, cannot but reflect on the historical significance of his visit to America.  Probably, no other Hungarian had greater popularity and influence than Kossuth at that time.  Yet, he could not summon help from the United States to help defeat the absolutist forces of Habsburg Austria and imperial Russia, that crushed Hungary’s independence.  This is because, then, the United States was still an expanding country within the American continent with far greater domestic and regional concerns than any significant inclination to project herself abroad.  Yet, Kossuth left an indelible impression on Americans as a champion of freedom and democratic values.  There are numerous publications, some by well known figures such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry W. Longfellow, that illustrate the influence left by the Hungarian statesman.

In our moment of remembrance of Kossuth we can take pride in Kossuth’s affinity, held from his youth, for the ideals of American self-government, and democratic values.  And we can also recall his goal to bring the might of the United States to secure Hungarian democracy and independence that belatedly came to fruition in March of 1999, in the same month as the 1848 revolution, when Hungary signed the Treaty of Washington and became the military ally of the United States and 17 other nations.  By historical coincidence, this alliance became a reality nearly 150 years after the defeat of Hungary’s bid for independence in 1849.

We can take pride in the achievements of today’s Hungary.  The republic has successfully made the transition from communist dictatorship to a nation of democratic rule soon to join the European Union.  We should note that in the 1990’s Hungary, for the first time in over four decades, was able to formulate her own foreign policy.  With the election of the first freely elected head of government Prime Minister Jozsef Antall, Hungary was instrumental in increasing the security and stability of the region by launching a regional cooperation initiative at Visegrad, aimed at coordinating the European integration of Czechoslovakia, Poland and Hungary.

Besides this important initiative, Hungary started also, for the first time in decades, to turn her eyes to the Hungarian communities of neighboring countries torn against their will from Hungary by the arbitrary Treaty of Trianon of 1920, and becoming foreign nationals against their choice.  This concern for the Hungarian minorities became one of the cardinal points of Hungarian foreign policy and an affirmation of the free will of the Hungarian people reflected in the Hungarian Constitution.  The Hungarian minorities, since the democratic changes of 1989-1990, have played a significant role in building democracy, particularly in countries, such as Romania and Slovakia where their numbers are, in relative terms, significant.  Despite suffering instances of official or societal discrimination in some of these countries, Hungarian communities in neighboring countries are contributors to the process of democratic and economic development of those countries and seek to obtain the free exercise of  their rights within a commitment to the rule of law and non-violence.  In this spirit of solidarity, the Hungarian communities of the Carpathian basin have asked the government of Hungary to enact laws that help them maintain their cultural identity.  The benefits law, or as it is known in Hungary, the "status law", is a law that provides modest assistance, especially in the areas of education, culture, employment and travel to ethnic Hungarians across borders who, for too long, were ignored in their needs.  The law reflects the free will of the Hungarian communities who want to assist each other and its provisions are not directed against anyone.

The role of self-governing communities in a democracy was highlighted by Lajos Kossuth in a speech at the Congressional banquet in his honor in Washington:  "We Hungarians are very fond of the principle of municipal self-government, and we have a natural horror against the principle of centralization…With self-government is freedom, and with freedom is justice and patriotism.  With centralization is ambition, and with ambition dwells despotism."
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KOSSUTH IN AMERICA

Kossuth's reception in America was unprecedented.  After Lafayette, he was the second foreigner to be presented to both houses of Congress, and he was honored with a State Dinner by the President of the United States, even though he was not a sitting Head of State.  Both honors illustrate the extraordinary recognition of Kossuth's magnetic personality, which was well manifested in the powerful delivery of his speeches.  The goal of Kossuth journey was to receive recognition from Congress and raise money for an army so that he could revive the Hungarian revolution.  At the Banquet of January 7 his admirer, Secretary of State William Webster gave some hope by saying: "We shall rejoice to see our American model upon the Lower Danube and on the mountains of Hungary…I limit my aspirations for Hungary, to the present…Hungarian independence, Hungarian self-government, Hungarian control of Hungarian destinies".  Although received enthusiastically by the House of Representatives, and his case was taken up by the Senate in April of 1852, his efforts for United States intervention in Europe received no encouragement.  Henry Clay, Wiliam Seward and President Fillmore had explained that the doctrine of non-intervention could not easily be overturned.  During his visit Kossuth visited numerous cities in Connecticut, and especially in Massachusetts, and also in New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Missouri, Georgia, Mississippi and Louisiana.  Failing in his mission he returned to Europe to continue his quest in Europe.  He vehemently opposed the Hungarian compromise with Austria of 1867 that created the Autro-Hungarian Monarchy.  He died in Turin, Italy on March 20, 1894.

Kossuth in the Capital of the United States

Kossuth reached the city of Washington in December of 1851 and, notwithstanding the strong influence against him caused by the Austrian and Russian ministers, was received with great enthusiasm.  The Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State introduced the great Magyar Statesman to President Millard Fillmore, 13th President of the United States.

From Kossuth's Speech to President Fillmore

Mr. President, enlightened by the spirit of your country's institutions, when we succeeded to consolidate our natural and historical State's right of self government, by placing it upon the broad foundation of democratic liberty; inspired by your history when we had to fight for independence against annihilation of centralized absolutism, consoled by your people's sympathy when a victim of Russian interference with the laws of Nature and of Nature's God; protected in exile by the government of the United States supporting the Sultan of Turkey in his noble resolution to undergo the very danger of a war.

I stand before your Excellency a living protestation against centralization oppressing the State right of self-government.  May I be allowed to take it for an augury of better times, that in landing on the happy shores of this glorious republic I landed in a free and powerful country, whose honored Chief Magistrate proclaims to the world that this country cannot remain indifferent when the strong arm of a foreign power is invoked to stifle public sentiment, and repress the spirit of freedom in any country.

May God the Almighty bless you with a long life, that you may long enjoy the happiness to see your country great, glorious, and free, the corner-stone of international justice, and the column of freedom on the earth, as it is already an asylum to the oppressed.  Sir, I pledge to your country the everlasting gratitude of Hungary.

President Fillmore’s Reply to Kossuth

I am happy, Governor Kossuth, to welcome you to this land of freedom; and it gives me pleasure to congratulate 

You upon  your  release from a  long  confinement  in  Turkey,  and your safe  arrival here.  As  an  individual,  I 
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sympathized deeply with you; in your brave struggle for independence and freedom of your native land.  The American people can never be indifferent to such a contest, but our policy as a nation in this respect has been uniform from the commencement of our government; and my own views as the Chief Executive magistrate of this nation, are fully and freely expressed in my recent message to Congress, to which you have been pleased to allude. They are the same, whether speaking to Congress here, or to the nations of Europe.

Should your country be restored to independence and freedom, I should  wish you, as the greatest blessings you could enjoy, a restoration to your native land; but should that never happen, I can only repeat my welcome to you and your companions here, and pray that God's blessing may rest upon you wherever your lot may be cast.

* ** *

Kossuth's eloquent speeches delivered in elegant but often archaic English, attracted audiences across the nation and had a great suggestive power.  This oratory talent was transmitted to Vienna in one of his reports by Gabor Egressz a secret imperial agent.

Excerpts of a Kossuth Speech at the Congressional Banquet given in his honor  

on January 7, 1852 in Washington, DC

The banquet given by a large number of Members of the two Houses of Congress to Kossuth took place at the National Hotel in Washington.  The number present was about two hundred and fifty.  The Hon. William R. King, of Alabama, president of the Senate, presided.  On his right sat Louis Kossuth, an on his left the Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State.  On the right of Kossuth at the same table sat the Hon. Linn Boyd, Speaker of the House of Representatives.  The president of the evening…proposed the fifth toast: "Hungary, represented in the person of our honored Guest, having proved herself worthy to be free by the virtues and valor of her sons, the law of nations and the dictates of justice alike demand that we shall have fair play in her struggle for independence." 

The toast was received with immense applause, which lasted several minutes.  Kossuth then rose and spoke as follows:  "Sir, as once Cineas de Epirote stood among the Senators of Rome, who, with a word of self-conscious majesty, arrested kings in their ambitious march -- thus, full of admiration and of reverence I stand amongst you, legislators of the new Capitol, that glorious hall of your people's majesty. The capitol of old stands, but the spirit has departed from it and come over to yours, purified by the air of liberty  [Applause] 

The first Governor of independent Hungary, driven from his land by Russian violence; an exile on Turkish soil, protected by a Mahometan Sultan against the blood-thirst of Christian tyrants; cast back a prisoner to far Asia by diplomacy; and rescued from his Asiatic prison by America crossing the Atlantic, charged with the hopes of Europe's oppressed nations…I have the boldness to say that Hungary well deserves your sympathy; that Hungary has a claim to protection because it has a claim to justice….We Hungarians are very fond of the principle of municipal self government, and we have a natural horror against the principle of centralization.  That fond attachment to municipal self-government without which there is no provincial freedom possible, is a fundamental feature of our national character….Where the craddle of our Saviour stood, and where his divine doctrine was founded, there now another faith rules, and the whole of Europe's armed pilgrimage could not avert this fate from that sacred spot, nor stop the rushing waves of Islamism absorbing the Christian empire of Constantine.  We stopped these rushing waves.  The breast of my nation proved a breakwater to them.  [Bravo! Bravo!]  We guarded Christendom, that Luthers and Calvins might reform it.  [Applause] 

…Terror spreads over Europe, an, anticipating persecution rules.  From Paris to Pesth there is a gloomy silence, like the silence of Nature before the terror of a hurricane.  It is a sensible silence, only disturbed by the thousand-fold rattling of the muskets by which Napoleon murders that people that gave him a home when he was in exile, 

and by  the  groans of the  new  martyrs  in  Sicily,  Milan,  Vienna and  Pesth.  The very sympathy which I met in England, and was expected to meet  here,  throws  my  sisters  into  the  dungeons  of  Austria.    [Cries of shame!] 
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Throughout the room]   Well, God's will be done!…I trust to the principles of republicanism; and, whatever my personal fate, so much I know, that my country will conserve to you and your glorious land an everlasting gratitude.  [Here the whole audience rose and cheered vociferously]

* *** *

KOSSUTH IN OHIO

Kossuth was received by the General Assembly of Ohio where he delivered one of his most quoted speeches that focuses on the role of the people in a democracy.  It has a striking conceptual similarity to the most famous speech in American history: the Gettysburg address by Abraham Lincoln.

"The General Assembly of Ohio, having magnanimously bestowed upon me the high honor of this national welcome, it is with profound veneration that I beg leave to express my fervent gratitude for it.

Were even no principles of the future connected to with the honor which I now enjoy, still the past would be memorable in history, and not fail to have a beneficial influence, consciously to develop the Spirit of the Age, invisible yet omnipresent; impregnable, all-pervading; scorned, abused, opposed, and yet omnipotent.

The Spirit of our age is Democracy.  All for the people and all by the people.  Nothing about the people without the people.  That is democracy, that is Democracy, and that is the ruling tendency of the spirit of our age.

* *** *

KOSSUTH COUNTY, IOWA

Within the United States there are a number of streets, avenues and buildings named after the great Hungarian statesman Lajos Kossuth.  In the state of Iowa, there is a county named after him, established during Kossuth's American visit.  The County commissioned and dedicated last year a Kossuth statue as part of the commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the County's foundation. The County was created in January of 1851, honoring Hungary's increasingly popular hero, Kossuth.  Iowa governor Hampstead had invited Kossuth to visit the State early in 1852.  Conveying his regrets, Kossuth instead suggested that associations be formed to provide Hungary with "material aid".  Several towns, that of Bancroft, Lu Verne and Whittermore within the county named streets after Kossuth as well.

According to the 2000 Census released by the U.S. Census Bureau Kossuth County has a population of 17,163 out of a statewide population of 2,926,324.  Of this statewide total the estimate for individuals of Hungarian ancestry is 5,391 with an upper band of 9,255.  The area we call today the state of Iowa (56, 275 sq. miles) became a territory in 1838 and in 1846 the 29th state of the Union. Kossuth County has twelve cities, of which Algona is the county seat.  The county's population and leadership observed in 2001 the 150th anniversary of the founding of the County.  As part of the commemorations, the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors approved plans for a government-citizen Committee to undertake the placement of full-figure bronze statue of the County's name giver Lajos Kossuth in front of the County Courthouse in Algona.

"Kossuth on State" is a sculpture created by award winning local Kossuth County artist, Wayne Thompson of Swea City, Iowa.  The statue was placed on a solid granite base with a bronze plaque with the inscription:

"Lajos (Louis) Kossuth 1802-1894.  The namesake of Kossuth County, Kossuth as a Hungarian freedom fighter and leader of the 1848-1849 revolution for Hungarian  independence.  He was known as one of the greatest statesmen and orators of the mid-19th century.  He was a prominent figure, well known in theUnited States at the time.  Kossuth County was established on January 15, 1851 Dedicated this 13th day of July, 2001."
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At the ceremony there were local, county and state representatives, including the Governor of Iowa Tom Vilsack and distinguished guests such as the Ambassador of Hungary to the U.S. Géza Jeszenszky. The governor mentioned his recollection of the Hungarian fight for freedom against totalitarianism in 1956 and the parallel traditions of the Kossuth and American ideals of freedom and democracy.  Besides the general public, participants to the festivities were the Cornbelt Chorus, the Minnesota Hungarian Society singers, the 34th National Guard Army Band and Air Guard Flyover.

A SELECTION OF BOOKS RELATED TO KOSSUTH AND HUNGARIANS IN AMERICA

Gracza, Rezső Ralph. HOW AND WHY IOWANS NAMED KOSSUTH COUNTY IN 1851.  Edina, MN: Beavers Pond Press, 2001.  Pp. vii + 78.  ISBN 1-931646-03-1 Rezső Gracza is an active member of HAC and an important Hungarian-American activist in Minnesota.  His book on "How and Why Iowans Named Kossuth County in 1851" is an excellent English language introduction to Louis Kossuth and his significance for Hungarian and American History.  In an effectively organized text he sets the stage for the Hungarian Revolution of 1848-49, describes Kossuth's role as leader and inspiration, and the consequences of the revolution both for Hungary and the first Hungarian emigration to the United States.  He presents the "Kossuth craze" which preceded and followed his tour of the states east of the Mississippi, including the naming of Kossuth County in Iowa.  The book is lavish in pictures and documentation.  We highly recommend it to all members of the Coalition. You can order this book for $10.00 from: Mr. Ralph Gracza, 15151 Victor Lane, Minnetonka, MN 55345

Puskás, Julianna.  TIES THAT BIND, TIES THAT DIVIDE: ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF HUNGARIAN EXPERIENCE IN THE UNITED STATES.  Translated by Zora Ludwig.  New York/London: Holmes & Meier, Ellis Island Series, 2000.  444 Pp., with photos, maps, notes and extensive bibliography, ISBN 0-8419-1320-X  Julianna Puskás is the foremost expert in Hungary on the migration history of Hungarians to the USA.  This English language study is aimed at American readers and provides an excellent summary of Hungarian immigrant history from the second half of the 19th to the end of the 20th century.  The book provides a profile of the Hungarian society from which the various waves of Hungarian immigrants broke out to emigrate to the USA: Her presentation is an excellent summary particularly of the first two waves of immigrants, but also an important contribution to the understanding of the waves that followed World War II and the 1956 Hungarian Revolution.  Order the book for $39.95 from the American Hungarian Foundation, 300 Somerset Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08903

Várdy, Steven Béa.  MAGYAROK AZ ÚJVILÁGBAN: AZ ÉSZAK-AMERIKAI MAGYARSÁG RENDHAGYÓ TÖRTÉNETE [Hungarians in the New World: An Unorthodox History  of Hungarian-Americans] (Budapest: A Magyar Nyelv és Kultúra Nemzetkközi Társasága, 2000.  Pp. 840.  ISBN 963 00 5063 3  Steven Bela Várdy is one of the most prolific Hungarian American historians in the United States.  His massive study on Hungarians in the "New World" just appeared a year ago.  It is intended for the general public rather than the scholarly world.  It is in Hungarian.  This means that it will receive more attention among readers in Hungary than in the USA.  The anecdotal content and rich supplement of photographs can provide teachers in week-end schools and Hungarian Scout troops with excellent material for linking the American and Hungarian past.  Also highly recommended reading for HAC activists, particularly as it relates to the description of the immigrant waves following World War II and 1956.

Submitted by Professor Andras Ludanyi

CELEBRATIONS OF MARCH 15

All across the United States, indeed around the world, Hungarian communities celebrated March 15th.  We would like to highlight the celebration in Washington, DC. This year it was held at the Hungarian Embassy in a joint program with the American Hungarian Federation of Washington, DC and with the participation of the Hungarian Scout Troop 4, Jozsef Bathory.  The keynote speaker was Frank Koszorus, Jr., President of the Federation who spoke of the historical significance of Hungary's quest for freedom.  Highlights of the program included a music recital by pianist Judit Bach with pieces by Chopin, Bethoveen, Bartók and Liszt.  The Hungarian scouts recited poems by Petőfi and Vörösmarty.  The Táncház Orchestra played dance folk music arrangements, and songs of the of the Kossuth era with participation of the numerous audience.
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	EVENTS CELEBRATING KOSSUTH'S JOURNEY

European Division of the Library of Congress, Washington, DC

The European Division of the Library of Congress has organized an exhibit of books and other materials on "Lajos Kossuth, Champion of Liberty" commemorating his 1851-52 visit to the United States.  The opening took place on March 15 and the exhibit may be viewed for the next few months.

The European Reading Room is on the 2nd floor of the Jefferson Building. For further information please contact: Eniko Molnar Basa, Senior Serials Cataloguer, NSDP, Serial Record Division, Library of Congress, Washington, DC 20540.

Remembering Lajos Kossuth in Sarasota, FL.

You are cordially invited to join us in the Selby Public Library Auditorium (1331 First Street, Sarasota) Thursday March 28 at 4:00 pm for an evening of song, poetry and reminiscences of the 19th. Century Hungarian statesman Lajos Kossuth (1802-1894) after whom our club is named. Actor-director Károly Szíki and musician Viola Szabó (violin, lute, zither) will give the program. 

Hungarians of Louisiana to unveil Kossuth Monument

The Hungarians of Louisiana and the Arpadhon Settlement Cultural Association request the pleasure of your company of your company at the unveiling of the Louis Kossuth Monument, at Lafayette Square, New Orleans, Luisiana on Saturday April 6th 2002 at 3 o'clock in the afternoon.Reception to follow in Gallier Hall, 545 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans.

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE COALITION

The Hungarian American Coalition is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization, registered in Washington, DC on August 20, 1991.

OUR MISSION:  The Coalition was established to mobilize and coordinate the talents and resources of its members and to promote the interests of Hungarian-Americans.

ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP:  The Coalition consists of organizational and individual members and operates in accordance with its Articles and Bylaws, under direction of its Board of Directors.  (These documents are provided upon request).

For additional information, please visit our homepage at:  http://www.hungary.com/hac
Newsletter editor: Janos Szekeres.  We are grateful to all those who contributed articles or information to this Newsletter.  "Nothing printed here is to be construed as an attempt to aid or hinder the passage of any legislation before the Congress of the United States or any other legislative body in the U.S. or abroad."
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