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BECOME A MEMBER OF THE HUNGARIAN AMERICAN COALITION

Join this growing network of organizations and individuals!

Individual membership




Organizational membership

Student

$25

Regular

$50    ($100 family)



$200

Sponsor

$250 - $500



$500 - $1000

Patron

$501 - $1000



$1,001 - $2,500

Benefactor
$1,001 - $2,500+



$2,501 - $5,000+

Non-membership contribution    $ _____________________

Name (or organization): _________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________
 State: ________________________  Zip: ____________

Phone: _______________
Fax: __________________      E-mail address: ________________

Please send this form with your annual membership fee to: 

Hungarian American Coalition
818 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 850

Washington, DC 20006

Tel: (202) 296-9505

Fax: (202) 775-5175

Hungarian American Coalition

818 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 850

Washington, DC 20006

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

October, 2002 Newsletter

Go to the World Wide Web and check out the latest information on our Coalition at

http://www.hungary.com/hac



Romania and the 520,000 in Slovakia. The major unresolved issue affecting the minority communities of both countries is the continued postponement of the implementation of laws for restitution and/or compensation for communal property confiscated from Hungarian religious and educational institutions. Although both Romania and Slovakia have taken important steps to address this critical question of property restitution, progress has been both slow and disappointingly limited. 


 Mr. Speaker, I urge both countries to pursue restitution more vigorously in the coming months, until fair and complete restitution is implemented according to the rule of law. Only by the safeguarding of religious and minority rights and freedoms will the NATO zone of stability be extended to nations that share a demonstrated commitment to democracy and a true community of values. I urge the governments of Romania and Slovakia to work to resolve these important issues, and I urge all of the countries that seek admission to the North Atlantic Alliance to remember that we in the United States consider treatment of ethnic minorities as an important measure of a democratic society. 


				





THREE CONGRESSMEN EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR MINORITY RIGHTS AND PROPERTY RESTITUTION IN ROMANIA AND SLOVAKIA





This year will mark the 11th time the Hungarian American Coalition will hold its annual activities and meetings in Washington, DC. On Friday, December 6, there will be a White House Briefing for Coalition members at 5:00 pm. Those planning to attend need to send their Social Security number and date of birth to the Coalition’s Washington office. 


Our Mikulás Dinner will follow the White House Briefing at 7:00 pm at the Hungarian Embassy.


On Saturday December 7, the Coalition will hold its Annual Meeting from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at the Kossuth House.  All Coalition members are cordially invited to attend!


The Coalition’s Board of Directors will meet from 12:30-6:00 pm, on December 7, also at the Kossuth House. This year the Board will hold elections for officers as well as for members of the Executive Committee. 


For hotel reservations ($69/night) please call the Washington Plaza, 10 Thomas Circle, at 14th Street and Massachussets Avenue at (202) 842-1300, group reservation #2834. 


Information about all these events is available at the Washington office: (202) 296-9505.
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I am a native of Cluj.  In my distant youth I attended for five years the ancient College of the Hungarian Reformed Church.   My grandfather, Dezso Kovacs, studied there and served the institution as teacher, professor and director for nearly forty years.  I knew first hand the excellence of this institution, which has now been recaptured by the struggling successor organization.  It should be noted that this school was authorized by law in the 16th century and functioned at its present location since the early 17th century.  As such it antedates or is a contemporary of the great American institutions of learning - Harvard, Columbia, Yale and Princeton, two of which I have also attended.  In Transylvania, as in America, very similar people established these schools.  They were touched by the Renaissance, were devoted to the Protestant Revolution and were (later) committed to the Enlightment, as were the Founding Fathers of the United States.


To hamstring such an institution in every possible manner, as the local authorities are doing is a serious error.  Such an institution is - and should be - recognized as an asset of any country….


(A.T. – Houston, TX)
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Representative Tom Lantos of California





Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in urging adoption of House Resolution 468, which expresses the support of the House for the enlargement of NATO that is planned for the Prague Summit later this fall. Millions of Americans of Central and East European descent share that view, as they demonstrated since the NATO expansion of 1999, when Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic were invited to become members of the North Atlantic Alliance. They--and most other Americans--recognize that a vital U.S. foreign policy interest will be served by continuing to expand the zone of democracy and stability in Europe. 


I have been and remain a strong proponent of NATO enlargement to include those countries that have demonstrated their commitment to democratic reforms, including full protection of minority rights of the diverse ethnic communities that live in these countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 


Mr. Speaker, I want to mention a particular interest and concern regarding minority rights of two large historic Hungarian communities--the 1.5 million Hungarians in





On October 7, 2002, the House of Representatives passed the Transatlantic Security and NATO Enhancement Resolution of 2002, expressing strong support for NATO enlargement. The following comments by three Congressmen, Tom Lantos (CA), Tom Tancredo (CO), and Robert Matsui (CA), called attention to the observance of minority rights of the large Hungarian national communities of Romania and Slovakia, and urged those two NATO-aspirant countries to vigorously implement the restitution to Hungarian religious and educational institutions of properties confiscated under Communist rule.





Coalition Holds December Activities  in Washington, DC





Hungarian American Coalition—October, 2002





Hungarian American Coalition—October, 2002





Dear Prime Minister Nastase,


 	


In this letter I am voicing support for the restitutions of the use of school buildings to the Reformed Church in Cluj.  The church owns these properties, pays taxes on them yet it is prevented from using them. 
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the historic changes of the early1990s, laws had been passed in these countries providing for the restitution of or compensation for these confiscated properties. However, the implementation has been extremely slow, especially when it comes to the return of the properties of Hungarian religious and educational institutions.


	Mr. Speaker, I believe it is essential that countries seeking to join the alliance of free and democratic countries represented by NATO make significant strides to protect religious and minority rights and expeditiously restore or compensate the minority communities for the illegally confiscated properties. The stability of the region and indeed of NATO requires that the member countries take all measures necessary to ensure ethnic and religious harmony within their borders. Therefore, it is critical that the governments of Romania and Slovakia take immediate measures to ensure religious and minority rights and fully implement the laws designed to restore properties confiscated from the Hungarian and other minorities. NATO members must adhere to these minimum requirements of free democratic societies that the alliance and the United States represent.








Representative Thomas G.Tancredo of Colorado 


 Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of House Resolution 468 that expresses the House's support for the further enlargement of NATO at the upcoming Prague summit. I believe that such an expansion would further U.S. foreign policy interests by ensuring peace and stability in Central Europe. As during the first round of enlargement in 1999, countries joining NATO must support and implement the democratic principles that serve as the foundation of the countries that established the alliance. It is essential to the continued viability of NATO that new members fully abide by Western values, including respect for religious and national minority rights.


 Mr. Speaker, over 2,000,000 Hungarians live as minorities in Romania and Slovakia as a result of borders being drawn without the affected populations allowed to express their views through plebiscites. These minority communities had their religious, educational and community properties confiscated by the Communist regimes. Following








 Representative Robert T. Matsui of California 


 Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my support for House Resolution 468, which this body overwhelmingly passed on October 7, 2002. This resolution expresses the support of the House for enlargement of NATO that will take place at the Prague Summit next month. The resolution endorses the candidacy of countries that satisfy the membership criteria of the alliance and are willing and able to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic community and the war against terrorism. An enlarged NATO that is prepared to grapple with the challenges presented by conventional and unconventional threats is in America's vital interest. 


 	Only a vibrant and strong NATO will be able to meet these formidable challenges. And this requires the candidate countries to remain committed to the shared democratic values of respect for the rule of law and minority rights. The full pro tection of minority rights of the ethnic communities of Central and Eastern Europe will extend the zone of democracy and ensure the security that is a direct consequence of genuine stability.


(continued on page 2)





(continued from page 1)


An important but not exclusive element of the respect for civil and minority rights is the restoration of religious and educational properties to those ethnic communities, such as the Hungarian minorities in Romania and Slovakia, where they had been confiscated by earlier totalitarian regimes. Restitution of these communal properties has been too slow.  I urge these new democracies to immediately and vigorously pursue the process of restitution until satisfactorily and fully completed.


 Resolution of this important question will constitute the kind of demonstrable commitment to democracy and shared Western values that will serve these countries well both before and after Prague. It will also be favorably received by the United States that deems fair treatment of religious and national minorities to be indispensable for a democracy.
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Coalition Members Appeal to Romanian PM Adrian Năstase


Letter-writing Campaign Advocates Return of Building to the Hungarian Reformed Kollegium in Cluj





COALITION PROJECTS UPDATE











Dr. Elemér Kiss Scholarship Program Awards for 2002-2003





 	The Dr. Elemér Kiss Scholarship Program, established as a special memorial by the family and friends of a long-time Coalition member, awarded three scholarships to outstanding Hungarian university students for the 2002-2003 academic year. 


The scholarships, in the amount of $1,000 each, were awarded to: Ms. Eszter Gulácsy at the University of California, Ms. Márta Murvai at the Lynn Conservatory of Music in Florida, and Mr. Zoltán Nagy at the University of Maryland. All have gained acceptance and partial scholarships for full-time studies to the institutions above. 





Charles Simonyi  Funds Grants for Education and Research in Hungary 


 Due to the deep-seated interest and generous support of Dr. Charles Simonyi for science and education in Hungary, the Charles Simonyi Research Scholarship Fund was extended through 2005 with a $95,000 donation to the Hungarian American Coalition. HAC co-signed the Grant Agreement with the Hungarian Ministry of Education, the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and the Foundation for Hungarian Higher Education and Research. The program awards 2.5 million forints every year to three outstanding Hungarian researchers. 


The scholarships are adjudicated and awarded by a seven-member committee of the Foundation for Hungarian Higher Education and Research. In addition, Dr. Simonyi provided funding for two awards of $10,000 each for the next three years on Hungarian Science Day through the Charles Simonyi Prize for excellence in physics, and technical education and research. These awards will be given in collaboration with the Arany János Foundation for Sciences. 
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Since September, dozens of Coalition members have written to Romanian Prime Minister Năstase to request his help in finding a just solution to the long-standing problem of returning the property of the Hungarian Reformed Kollegium of Cluj-Kolozsvár. Although all legal requirements have been satisfied for restitution – and the Hungarian Reformed Church District of Cluj has even paid property taxes on one of the two buildings to be returned, the Kollegium cannot take possession of its own building until its present occupants decide to find an alternate location. Thus, the present Romanian Restitution Law seems to favor the illegal occupant over the legal owner, by providing an unusually long time-frame of 5 years for the occupants to vacate buildings awaiting restitution.


This situation in Cluj is but one of over 1,500 examples of the inexplicable delay of the Romanian government and system of justice to effectively address the issue of property restitution. Several hundred Hungarian Americans have personal ties to the historic Kollegium of Cluj established in the 17th century, and therefore consider the unlawful situation a personal issue.





A Fond Farewell to Dr. Ede Chászár





Dr. Ede Chászár, known to thousands as “Ede bá,” moved from the Washington area to Brazil this fall.  The major contributions he made throughout the years in various areas of Hungarian American life would take many pages to list.  He served as an outstanding Scout leader, a writer and lecturer on human rights, as founder and President of the National Committee of Hungarians from Slovakia, and was a founder and Board Member of the Hungarian American Coalition since 1991.  Dr. Chászár served as Chairman of the Nominating Committee, took on the much-needed role of “strict Parliamentarian” reminding Coalition Board Members about Robert’s Rules of Order, and was the editor of the bimonthly newsletter, “News from Slovakia,” published by the Coalition since 1998.


His wisdom, energy, depth of experience and wonderful sense of humor will be greatly missed by all who worked with him.  All of us at the Coalition wish him and his wife, Maya, good health, much energy, and, selfishly, many airplane trips back to the United States to visit us!








Helen and John Szablya 


Featured on CNN program





Helen Szablya met the students of the Tillicum Middle School of Belleview, Washington, for a televised discussion of her book, The Fall of the Red Star, co-authored with Ruth Anderson. The discussion was   broadcast on October 5, 2002, by CNN during its one-hour C-span program. Students asked many questions of Ruth Anderson, and of Helen and John Szablya, on whose life experience the book is based.   The dramatic fictionalized story of the author’s personal experiences under communism and of their escape from Hungary after the defeat of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution brought history alive for these and many other young readers of The Fall of the Red Star, which is now available both in English and Hungarian. 


The Seattle-Pécs Sister Cities Program, chaired by Helen Szablya, will hold its Annual Meeting on December 7th.  The group sponsored two Hungarian college students as participants this year in a 3-week-long American experience, as part of the American Cultural Exchange Program.





Dr. Peter Forgách and the 


Calasanctius Training Program


 In September 2002 the Calasanctius Training Program founded eight years ago by Dr. Peter Forgách of Buffalo, NY, sent its 100th university trainee to study in the United States.  Various American colleges and universities have provided scholarships for the Hungarian students selected by CTP to pursue studies in Business, Communications Management, Education, Political Science or Hospital Social Work. Upon their return to Hungary, the students take active part in the development of civil society and the business world.


Five leaders of Canisius College and Niagara University visited Budapest and participated in a workshop   organized by the alumni of the Calasanctius Training Program. A festive Fundraising Dinner, where the guest of honor, Hungarian President commended the outstanding work of The Calasanctius Training Program, provided an opportunity to raise funds for future CTP scholarships.  


An interview on Duna TV with Dr. Peter Forgách and Mr. Géza Radimeczky, one of the program’s first alumni and co-president of the Calasanctius Foundation, provided well-deserved exposure for CTP and its leaders. Their results are truly impressive:  over the years CTP has sent 104 students to 22 institutions of higher education, of which 44 have received postgraduate degrees. 





  





Calvin Synod	





The Calvin Synod – United Church of Christ, expressed its intention to join the letter-writing campaign on behalf of the property restitution of the Kolozsvár Reformed Kollegium in Cluj, Romania. The church leaders participating in the National Council of Churches agreed to also take a stand regarding this issue.





Cleveland Hungarian Heritage Society Honors Béla Köteles	





	On October 27th, at its Sixth Benefit Vintner Dinner, the Cleveland Hungarian Heritage Society honored William (Béla) Köteles, a life-long benefactor to the Hungarian community in Cleveland.  Recipient of the Middle Order of Merit Award of the Republic of Hungary, Bill Köteles has been a generous supporter for decades of Hungarian causes and institutions, both in Hungary and the surrounding countries.  He has donated several Heart Lung Machines to Hungarian and Transylvanian hospitals through his company, Pemco, Inc., and has significantly contributed to the reconstruction of Reformed Churches in Transylvania, Romania, his family’s original homeland.


 The CHHS is hosting the “Hungarian People” lecture series from October 2002 to June 2003, on the 2nd Saturday of each month, at the CHH Museum.  Guest lecturers will highlight the accomplishments of famous Hungarian writers, painters, filmmakers, architects, musicians, and scientists. 


 The exhibition of world-famous Hungarian Halas Lace, winner of numerous international awards, will be open at Ursuline College from October 12 to December 15, 2002. Concurrently, a smaller-scale exhibition of Halas lace will be on display at the Hungarian Heritage Museum in Euclid Square Mall. 





NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS





Kollegium. They were just preparing for their final exams, but still found time to show me their school. At that time, a year had passed since the Romanian courts upheld the Reformed Church’s ownership of their historic school buildings. In fast, they have been paying property taxes on these buildings. The students and the whole community felt it was just a matter of a few months before they would occupy these buildings.


	Two and a half years had passed since then. The Hungarian Reformed Kollegium is still required to use the eight classrooms in the #16 School, which is much too small for 260 students. In the meanwhile, one of their old school buildings houses the Gheorghe Sincai Liceum, and the other building is rented to a sports club and a few private schools. 


	They are in desperate need of room and have requested use of this older building. It was with great anticipation, that they awaited the arrival of Constantin Corega, the State Secretary of the Ministry of Education, on September 14th, but he left, saying he has no authority to deal with this matter. But whom can they turn to?…


				(G. N. – Canton, OH)
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Activities of the Hungarian-American Club of New Mexico


 


This group commemorated the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 with a “Celebration of Hungarian Spirit” in mid October. With an attendance of about eighty people, club members enjoyed poetry reading, anecdotes about the Revolution, homemade Hungarian dishes and folk dancing, performed in full costumes by semi-professional dancers.


The Hungarian History Group holds monthly meetings in October and in November. The Film Club will screen a movie on “Sissy”, the famous Austro-Hungarian Queen Elisabeth, on November 17.





House of Hungary Activities 


The House of Hungary in Balboa Park, California, continues to offer various cultural programs for its members. On October 20th they presented a photographic exhibition sponsored by the New York Hungarian Culture Institute about Hungary’s royal cities: Buda, Székesfehérvár, Visegrád, Esztergom and Veszprém.


On October 19th, in commemoration of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 San Diego Hungarians gathered to share their personal experiences of those historic days.	On October 11th they hosted the Szászcsávási Gyspy Band for a concert followed by the traditional Hungarian folk dancing, Táncház. 


In September the group organized a Harvest Festival Dinner Dance attended by 170 people. 





Hungarian Scouts





For the past fifty years, the Hungarian Scouts have promoted the importance of Hungarian spirit, culture and language through offering camps, workshops, and instruction all over the United States. During the summer of 2002, the Scout leadership organized a three-week-long tour of Hungary.   In addition to participants touring the country, they were able to meet fellow Hungarian Scouts from countries of the Carpathian Basin, and thus acquired first-hand experience of the region’s customs, folklore, culture and natural beauty.


The Scouts provide assistance in selecting candidates for the Collegium Hungaricum Juventutis Occidentalis program, in which 24 college students of Hungarian background who live outside Hungary are provided scholarships by the Hungarian Government to study Hungarology at the Balassi Bálint Institute in Budapest.


The Scout Ball (Cserkészbal) will take place this year on November 16 at Crowne Plaza, Secaucus, NJ. 











Hungarian Communion of Friends Holds Weekend Planning Retreat in Cleveland


Fifteen Board Members of the Hungarian Communion of Friends (MBK) traveled to Cleveland, Ohio, to hold a Weekend Retreat on October 11-13.  Under the leadership of its youngest Board Member, Ms. Ilona Somogyi, the group revisited its mission, evaluated its future goals, and initiated plans for next year’s Itt-Ott Conference, (organized for the past 30 years) to be held from August 16-23, 2003, at Lake Hope, Ohio.  The group will next meet in Chicago, Illinois, in January.





Hungarian American Cultural Association in Sarasota 


Offers Many Programs


 





The Életfa Együttes performed evergreen Hungarian folk, gypsy, popular and dance music on October 30, in the Waterside Room at the Sarasota Quay. 


Hungarian actress Éva Mécs presented Verses Bokréta – a selection of the most beautiful Hungarian poems on October 31, in the Selby Pubic Library.


A benefit recital for the Kossuth Club will feature internationally known concert pianist Bálint Vázsonyi at the Mildred Sainer Music and Arts Pavilion on the New College campus, on December 1.





 Dr. Jeanette Grasselli Brown 


to be Honored by Pécs University





 Dr. Jeanette G. Brown will be awarded an Honorary Doctorate degree by the University of Pécs, Hungary, in early November. Dr. Brown, who heads the Ohio State Board of Regents, was instrumental in establishing a very successful exchange program between Ohio University (Athens, Ohio), and Pécs University, for students in Business Administration and Management. In 2001, Dr. Brown also initiated a fundraising campaign for an International Studies Center for Economics and Business Education to be built in Pécs. 





Magyar Club of Cleveland


 The annual Christmas Dance Dinner of the Cleveland Magyar Club will be held on December 14th at the First Hungarian Reformed Church, in Walton Hills, Ohio.  





 





Hungarian Alumni Association Presents Special Programs at Rutgers University’ s Student Center





On November 2, the Hungarian Alumni Association will present a program entitled “Illyés Gyula, Hungarians’ Poet-Laureate” to commemorate the 100th birthday of this outstanding Hungarian literary figure. 


On November 16, a centennial lecture about the work of Nobel Prize winning physicist, Jenö Wigner, will be presented by professor János Bergou entitled “Hungarian Scientist at the Beginning of the Atomic Age.”


On December 7, the Alumni Association will sponsor a lecture on “The Hungarian Economy on the Threshold of European Union Membership.”  The presenter will be András Inotai, visiting professor of Columbia University, and Director of the Budapest Institute for World Economics.





Hungarian Americans for 


Human Rights in Délvidék (HAHRD) Hold Annual Fundraiser


During the past eight years this dedicated group (mostly Chicago-based, but with members from all over the US) has provided scholarships to more than 150 Hungarian students in the Vojvodina region of former Yugoslavia. Sándor Kremer, President of HAHRD, reports that annually they have been able to raise $5,000-6,000 to fund the college education of twenty Hungarian students. This amount is raised from individual contributions and also includes the proceeds of the Annual Harvest Ball held in Chicago recently, on the first Saturday of October.





Hungarian Club of Chicago Hosts Events





On December 8, 2002 the Hungarian Club of Chicago will hold its Mikulás Dinner at the Crystal Palace Hotel. This annual even usually attended by 120-150 children and parents will feature a children’s program with a magician and a Mikulás who will pass out gifts for those present. 


On January 25, 2003, under the leadership of its president, Mr. Pál Varga, the Club will hold its 81st Gala Ball where 800 guests are expected. Proceeds of the event will be used to support the Club’s scholarship program, the activities of the local Hungarian Scouts and the Hungarian Americans for Human Rights in Délvidék. 








A Special Welcome to New Coalition Members


	


The Coalition welcomes two new organizational members, whose applications for HAC membership were approved on May 17, 2002. 


They are: Hungarian American Cultural Association, Inc. of Houston, TX (President Dr. Éva Stubits); and the Széchényi István Hungarian School and Kindergarten of New Brunswick, NJ (Director Mr. Juan Gorondi).





Activities of the Minnesota Hungarians 


On October 20, 2002, Minnesota’s Deputy Governor Mae Schunk, opened the Louis Kossuth Exhibit at the University of Minnesota’s Elmer L. Anderson Library. Minnesota Hungarians’ President, Ms. Ágnes Fülöp announced the exhibit will be available for viewing for four weeks. It commemorates the 200th birthday and the 150th Anniversary of the Hungarian Governor-President’s visit to the United States in 1851-1852. The Minneapolis Immigration History Research Center served as co-sponsor of the exhibit.


Following the opening of the Kossuth exhibit, the Minnesota Hungarians held their commemoration of the 46th anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. As part of the program Ralph Gracza presented “Defying the AVO”, an interview with three Hungarian-Americans who resisted the Hungarian Secret Police in 1956.  On November 10, the Minnesota Hungarians will hold their Annual Membership Meeting.
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Remembering October 23, 1956


Forty-six years have passed since that unforgettable day, October 23rd, 1956, when the Hungarian Revolution and Freedom Fight    broke out unexpectedly. This year, once again many Hungarian Americans commemorated this anniversary either through personal remembrance, or through public events of local Hungarian organizations all over the United States.


Each one of us, if we so choose, can pause for a moment to recall what a remarkable thirteen days those were, October 23-November 4, 1956! Hungarian students, workers, intellectuals together provided a shining example of the deepest possible devotion to freedom and independence. Many lost their lives to that devotion. Many others - among us - left our homeland when hope for freedom died with the Revolution's bloody defeat by overwhelming Soviet forces.


Those days - unlike today - provided Hungarians with crystal-clear choices: you were either for justice, freedom and independence, or you were a willing servant of Soviet rule in Hungary.


Much has changed in our worlds since then, both in Hungary and the United States. But the pride we share in that unforgettable historic struggle is a feeling that we all hold dear.


The best way we can honor the spirit of 1956 is to pass on its memory to the next generation of Hungarian Americans. We must make sure it is part of our children's rich inheritance to know what happened forty six years ago during thirteen days when Hungarians fought against impossible odds, and captured the imagination of the world.


(Ekl)
































Dear Prime Minister Nastase,


Two years ago I had the opportunity to travel to Romania. I experienced not only the natural beauty of the land, but also the hospitality of your countrymen. When I was in Cluj I met students from the Hungarian Reformed 
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SOME FACTS ABOUT THE COALITION


The Hungarian American Coalition is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization, registered in Washington, DC on August 20, 1991.


OUR MISSION:  The Coalition was established to mobilize and coordinate the talents and resources of its members and to promote the interests of Hungarian-Americans.


OUR GOALS


To foster interest and appreciation in the United States for the history, education, and culture of Hungary, including its literature, arts, and scientific achievements;


To encourage cultural and educational interaction between the people of the United States and Hungary;


To protect and preserve the human and minority rights and cultural heritage of Hungarians throughout the world;


To support democratic institutions and economic development in Hungary.





ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP:  The Coalition consists of organizational and individual members and operates in accordance with its Articles and Bylaws, under direction of its Board of Directors.  (These documents are provided upon request).


For additional information, please visit our homepage at:  � HYPERLINK http://www.hungary.com/hac ��http://www.hungary.com/hac�





Newsletter editor: Janos Szekeres  Graphic Designer:  Rita Cebuc.  We are grateful to all those who contributed articles or information to this Newsletter.  "Nothing printed here is to be construed as an attempt to aid or hinder the passage of any legislation before the Congress of the United States or any other legislative body in the U.S. or abroad."
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Bethlen Home Activities�	


While the residents wait for the construction of the new Bethlen Nursing Home next spring, the new Bethlen Cultural Center Program has begun for residents of three living areas: Nursing Home, Retirement Village and Personal Care Home. Its purpose is to celebrate Hungarian holidays, customs, traditions and foods. Under the direction of Mr. Edit Szép and Ms. Magdolna "Baba" Újvági, Hungarian language programs will be available, as well as programs of other cultures of interest to Bethlen Home residents. Once the new nursing home is completed, and residents move in, the old nursing home will be renovated to become, in part, the Bethlen Cultural Center. 





October 2002 – Hungarian American Coalition - 3





October 2002 – Hungarian American Coalition - 5  
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In Memoriam 


– Paul Rupprecht





Paul Rupprecht was born in 1924 in Szombathely, Hungary. After attending the University of Economics in Budapest, his family left the country and came to the US in 1949. Paul earned a BA in Political Science, an MS and PhD in International Relations, Law and Diplomacy. In 1972 he was the first Director of the University of Minnesota Student Health Services without a medical degree.


His loyalty to his homeland remained strong.. From 1990-1992 he served as a member of the Governor’s Commission on Eastern Europe. Paul made a major contribution to the Minnesota Hungarians, whom he represented on the Board of the Hungarian American Coalition, as an Executive Committee member until 1996.


His wisdom and insight were coupled with a deep commitment to serve the interests of Hungarians and Americans alike. It was a privilege to know him and to work with him. 


We extend our deepest condolences to his wife, Maria, and to his entire family.








